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UJIE. soldiers arrive In Kuwait 

KUWAIT (APJ — -Some SOQ U.S- aokfien have arrived in Kuwait 
to prepare for military manoeuvres in the emirate amid U.S. 
moves to deploy forces and equipment to counter anv new Iraqi 
dutir following i high-level defection* from the Baghdad regime. 

. P***? lan "“ w * sector of Kuwait iotcmanonaj woon 
«wed off for military use. Reponcra were not allowed :u unc to 
the soldiers. The Iraq government meanwhile denied claim* by 
IrUI pluuKd defectors shat it had new plans ra invade Inw's 
neighbours. Informauftfl Minister Hinted Yenisei Huinufi «iwd 
Tuesday that the allege uo« by defector Hussem Kamel were 
"pnn of the dotunion campaign against" Iraq. Hassan "in his 
g^Mon. has to tabnote all bods of lies to defend himself," Mr. 
Hauan Hammadi said in an interview with the Associated Press. 
Gen. Hassan fold the AP on Sunday that Iraq was planning to 
attack Saudi Arabia nod Kuwait this month, saying hi* Aug. 8 
defection foiled the plan. 
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Sudan to release alT political prisoners 

KHARTOUM (AP) — Sudan announced Wednesday that it will 
release all political prisoners "without exception" in three days. 
The planned prisoner release was reported by the official Sudan 
News Agency (SUNA). It stressed that the release will be 
implemented "without exception.” Justice Minister Abdul Asia 
Shido told SUNA Chat the government was satisfied with the 
country's security arrangements, suggesting government was 
confident political opponents could cause it no harm. On Tuesday 
President Lieutenant General Omar Hassan A1 Bashir said that 
parliamentary and presidential elections would take place next 
year, but did not announce whether he would stand as a candidate. 
Leader of the Islamic National Front Hassan AI Turabi was the 
only party leader released, shortly after General Bashir's coup, 
and be is now believed to be the real power behind the present 
government. State television quoted Gen. Bashir as saying that 
elections for the main parti ament in Khartoum are due to take 
place next year, replacing the present transitional one appointed 
by the government. 
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HM, in address to nation, says vision corrected by recent developments 
Jordan will not close borders for Iraqi people; nor will it bow to pressure 
Jordan will seek alternative sources for its oil need as a precautionary measure 
International sanctions will not be lifted until Baghdad fulfills all U.N. demands 

Hussein Kamel left because he wanted to rescue his country and people 

Mon arc h says he has no ambitions in Iraq except to see end to Iraqis’ suffering 
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Morid Malay languar 
congress opens 


By P.V. Vtakanand 

Jon/an Hates Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein on Wednesday 
expressed deep disappoint- 
ment with the Iraqi lead- 
ership, saying it had repe- 
atedly deceived him, and said 
Jordanians should be pre- 
pared for any eventuality in 
relations with Iraq. 

However, the King, in a 
speech broadcast on Jordan 
Television, said Jordan 
would not dose its borders 
for the people of Iraq. Nor 
would Jordan succumb to any 
pressure aimed at influencing 
its policies, said the Kiong in 
the first speech to the nation 
after the dramatic defection 
on Aug. 8 of the Iraqi minis- 
ter of industry and bead of 
military industrialisation, 
Hussein Kamel Hassan. - 

The King, who has granted 
asylum to Lieutenant- 
General Hassan, said the for- 
mer Iraqi minister, a son-in- 
law of President Saddam 
Hussein and once the second 
strongest man in Iraq, had 
opened his eyes to the true 


nature of the Iraqi regime. 

“The last few days and my 
meetings with brother Hus- 
sein Kamel have helped re- 
move the cloud that has been 
obscuring my vision for a 
lone time," said the King, 
adtfiong that be bad learnt 
from Gen. Hassan that Iraq 
was planning to invade 
Kuwait in October last year 
and together with Saudi Ara- 
bia this month. 

"It would have been a 
catastrophe...," the King 
said. 

Despite his decision to 
grant asylum to Gen. Hassan 
and his criticism of the Iraqi 
regime, the King said he did 
not expect Iraq to pose a 
military threat to Jordan. 

"As for fears that we may 
be the target of aggression... 
I have always stood by the 
Iraqi army and by the Iraqi 
people, and I don’t believe 
that this will be my reward," 
said the King in the 45- 
mimjtp speech. 

However, the King said. 
Jordan should be prepared 
for any eventuality and would 
seek alternative oil supplies 


as a precautionary measure. 
In an obvious reference to 
suggestions in the Western 
press that he might want to 
return Iraq to Hashemite 
rule, the King strongly de- 
clared that he did not have 
any ambitions in Jordan’s 
eastern neighbour. 

“Before anyone thinks that 
I have ambitions in Iraq, let 
me assure everyone, and may 
God be my witness, that I 
have no ambitions other than 
witnessing the day when Iraq 
will come out of the blinding 
darkness and from its long 
night of suffering to a new 
dawn which will remove all 
the cause of its suffering, 
whether external or inter- 
nal," the King told the na- 
tion. 

The suffering of the Iraqi 
-people, he said, was not 
simply the result of the inter- 
national sanctions imposed 
on Iraq following its August 
1990 Invasion of Kuwait, Wt 
“also from the practices that 
have deprived Iraqi citizens 
of the most basic human 
rights.” 

Expressing dismay that 


Iraq had consistently de- 
ceived him, the King said the 
Iraqi leadership’s policy, 
"from the very beginning of 
our contemporary relations, 
was based on concealing ail 
matters related to their major 
policy decisions, starting with 
their war with Iran and 
through to their occupation 
of Kuwait." 

Jordan's advice to Iraq 
during the Gulf crisis “fell on 
deaf ears, although this 
advice was always true and 
honest and in line with our 
concern for the interest of 
our nation, its people, the 
destiny of its generations, 
and the welfare of Iraq it- 
self.” 

The King paid tribute to 
Gen. Hassan as a man who 
"was prevented by his consci- 
ence from attacking his peo- 
ple in his country and volun- 
tarily chose to leave, accept- 
ing to face all consequences 
and refusing to enjoy what 
the majority of the Iraqi peo- 
ple art deprived of, seeking 
to save his country and pro- 
tect its unity and right to 
life."- N 


Following is an unofficial 
translation of the King’s 
speech: 

la the name of God, The 
Merciful, the Compassionate 

Peace and prayers upon the 
Arab Hashemite Prophet, and 
all his house and companions 
My dear Fellow Jordanians, 
Fellow Arabs everywhere, 
God’s peace and blessings be 
upon you alL 

IT IS my pleasure to take this 
opportunity to address every 
Arab across the vast Arab 
World, and every member of 
our dear Jordanian nation, a 
nation whose valuable trust 
and confidence I have always 
enjoyed and reciprocated 
with equal trust and affec- 
tion. 

I have always stood head- 
high before the entire world 
proud of belonging to Jor- 
dan. and I will continue to do 
so for as king as I live. 

I have always been sincere 
in my affection towards our 
citoens and stood side by side 
with them under all circumst- 
ances. 


This stems from the great 
responsibility that I shoulder 
as a result of their trust. 

My people have known me 
as an Arab Muslim, a Hashe- 
mite Jordanian and they have 
always known that I have 
striven and wished for no- 
thing short of predicting the 
nature of the path ahead and 
the complicated circumst- 
ances that we could face in 
our march towards the future 
of generations to come, a 
future that will provide an 
umbrella of freedom, justice, 
dignity, and peace for our 
future generations. 

This noble mission is 
second only to my desire to 
seek God’s blessings and to 
enjoy peace of mind. 

The future that I envisage 
is the future of a people 
within a nation, and a nation 
within a vast homeland, even 
beyond her geographical 
boundaries, a nation that 
God Almighty willed it to be 
“the best of nations evolved 
for mankind." 

You have always known. 

(Continued on page 7) 



Security Council obliged to 
lift sanctions if Iraq obeys 
all resolutions — Ekeus 


By Ayman AJ Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

.AMMAN — The U.N. 
Security Council will have no 
choice but to lift the sanctions 
on Iraq if Baghdad fulfils its 
pledge to implement all the 
Gulf war ceasefire resolu- 
tions, the top U.N. official in 
charge of disarming Iraq said 
Wednesday. 

Rolf Ekeus, head of the 
U.N. Special Commission for 
Disarming Iraq, said Bagh- 
dad had promised to cooper- 
ate “100 per cent" with his 
team in ensuring the destruc- 
- tion of all its mass destruction 
weapons. 

With that, Mr. Ekeus told 
a press conference, "the 
Security Council, all mem- 
bers without exception, 
should have no choice" but to 
lift the crippling sanctions 
thai the U.N. has clamped on 
Iraq after its invasion of 
Kuwait in 1990. 

Mr. Ekeus’ emphasis on 
"all members” came in re- 
sponse to a question on 
whether the United States 
would veto a Security Coun- 
cil resolution ending the 
embargo on Iraq in light of its 
uncompromising policies to- 
wards the Iraqi regime. 

Mr. Ekeus, who spoke to 
reporters one day after hold- 
ing extensive talks with the 
mastermind of Iraq’s 
weapons programme, 
Lieutenant-General Hussein 
Kamel Hassan who defected 
to Jordan Aug. 8. said Iraq 
had revealed important and 
"so valuable" data about its 
clandestine arms programme. 

. But he stressed the U.N. 
had learned not to take Iraqi 
statements at “face value * 
because of Iraq’s record in 
concealing information from 
die United Nations in the 
four years that have elapsed 
since the Special Commission 
started its work. 

"We cannot take (the Iraqi 
statements) ax their face 
value. Every time we have 
done that before, wc were 
misled," said Mr. Ekeus. 

Accordingly, Mr. Ekeus 
said, his commission will not 


give Iraq a clean bill of health 
on its compliance with the 
Gulf war ceasefire resolu- 
tions until it had verified the 
new data Iraq revealed last 
week during the commis- 
sion’s four-day mission to 
Baghdad. 

Mr. Ekeus revealed little 
information about the talks 
he held with Gen. Hassan to 
cross-check the information 
Baghdad provided on its own 
initiative after the defection 
of Gen. Hassan, who is for- 
mer minister of industries 
and President Saddam Hus- 
sein’s son-in-law. 

He said his talks with Gen. 
Hassan were held in “a posi- 
tive spirit” and touched on 
issues of “common interest.” 

Mr. Ekeus stressed, 
however, that Gen. Hassan 
revealed no information on 
“Iraq’s legitimate security 
concerns.” 

Jordanian opposition and 
political figures have warned 
against allowing Gen. Hasran 
to reveal secrets that could 
harm Iraq's national security. 
Prime Minister Sharif Zerd 
Ben Shaker has pledged to 
Parliament that Jordan will 
not allow the Iraqi defector 
to do. such a thing. 

Mr. Ekeus, who refused to 
reveal where he met Gen. 
Hassan, said the former Iraqi 
official had told him “that 
Iraq must get rid of its 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion... so that (it) can end its 
political isolation." 

“The Iraqi general is in 
charge of the situation,” said 
Mr. Ekeus, who added that 
be will not meet with the 
Iraqi defector during his cur- 
rent trip any more but that 
further meetings could be 
held later on. 

Mr. Ekeus said that his 
commission had confirmed 
that Iraq does not have the 
ability to produce nuclear 
arms, that it has no chemical 
weapons of any military sig- 
nificance and that is has 
accounted for all its long- 
range missiles and thus poses 
nq. threat to its neighbours in 
that regard. 

But. he said. Iraq had con- 


cealed significant information 
about its biological weapons 
programme and a new team 
of experts arrived in Baghdad 
yesterday to examine the new 
data Iraq provided last week. 

“Iraq nas up till now con- 
cealed, for several years. 
...its large biological warfare 

S rogramtne (consisting) of 
iological warfare agents, 
weaponised systems, ,r Mr. 
Ekeus said, adding that Iraq 
had said it had destroyed all 
these weapons. 

"But we have to also in- 
vestigate and verify the des- 
truction. . . It is a complex and 
difficult task,” Mr. Ekeus 
told reporters at the Guest 
Palace during a press confer- 
ence that was originally sche- 
duled for Tuesday and was 
delayed with no explanation. 

Mr. Ekeus would not say 
directly if Iraq’s new polity of 
cooperation with the U.N. 
was prompted by the defec- 
tion of Gen. Hassan. But he 
indicated that this was the 
case by stressing that the 
change of Iraqi attitude to- 
wards cooperation with the 
U.N. came after Gen. Has- 
san’s defection, with Iraq 
cancelling an ultimatum it 
had given to Mr. Ekeus that 
if his commission was not 
done with its work by the end 
of this month, Baghdad will 
not cooperate with it any 
further. 

“I’m glad to say that Iraq’s 
highest authority, second 
highest, during my stay in 
Baghdad... (said) Iraq will 
work fully with the U.N. 
without any time limit,” said 
Mr. Ekeus. 

Mr. Ekeus said his team 
will work with maximum 
speed to end its mission, 
adding that Iraq’s new coop- 
erative spirit will quicken the 
process. 

"We will make maximum 
efforts ...to put the Security 
Council m a position to take 
the necessary decision on the 
sanctions said Mr. Ekeus, 
who arrived in Amman Mon- 
day and is expected to leave 
Thursday. 

(Continued on page 7 ) 



An Israeli soldier checks the identity card of a Palestinian woman in Arab East Jerusalem 
(AFP photo) 

Israel says 2 ‘masterminds’ 
behind bombings arrested 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Two Palestinians suspected 
of masterminding the suicide 
bombing of buses in Jeru- 
salem and Tel Aviv for. the 
Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment, Hamas, have been 
arrested, Israel announced 
Wednesday. 

The pair were caught 
Saturday night, before one of 
their men blew himself up 
killing four people and 
wounding 106 on Monday, 
the head of Israel’s general 


security service (Shin Beth) 
told a press conference. 

But they only confessed 
under "interrogation" after 
the explosion in Jerusalem, 
said the Shin Beth chief who 
cannot be identified. 

• He named them as Nasser 
Issa, from the Balata refugee 
camp near the West Bank 
town of Nablus, and Acem 
Ismail, from the Gaza Strip. 

Both were trained in Gaza 
by Hamas bomb-maker 
Yahya Ayyash, a former stu- 


dent of electrical engineering 
whom Israel holds responsi- 
ble for five of the six bus 
bombings which have left 
nearly 70 people dead in the 
last two years. 

Issa and Ismail rented an 
apartment in Nablus using 
fake identity papers and be- 
gan to prepare the opera- 
tions. 

The green light came from 
a Hamas member from Gaza 

(Continued on page 7) 


Military exercises 
draw to a close 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

QATRANA — American 
and Jordanian soldiers adv- 
anced through swirling sand 
and dust towards an imagin- 
ary enemy base and tanks 
and artillery brought up the 
rear as their joint military 
exercises drew to a dose on 
Wednesday. 

The exercises, named “Op- 
eration Infinite Moonlight. 
1995.” are pan of regular 
American-Jordanian military 
manoeuvres, planned as early 
as last December, said Briga- 
dier Hamed Saraireh, head of 
training at the Armed Forces. 

■The war games, which be- 
gan on Friday, “were pre- 
planned and predetermined 
months ago,” and have “no 
relation with the recent de- 
fection” of the Iraqi general, 
said Brig. Saraireh referring 
to Hussein Kamel Hassan, 
Iraqis minister of industry 
and son-in-law of President 
Sadd3m Hussein who was 
granted asylum in Jordan on 
Aug. 8. 

But the U.S. administra- 
tion is obviously using the 
war games to send another 
message of strength ro Iraq in 
its bid to isolate the Baghdad 
government following the de- 
fection and as warning 
againsr perceived Iraqi 
threats to Kuwait and Jor- 
dan. 

The U.S., reporting "un- 
usual” Iraqi rroop move- 
ments. has moved up joint 


the head of Israel s general Yahya Ayyash, a former stu- (conunuea on page n \ menis. has moved up joint it-onu 

U.N. opens up heavy guns against Serbs 

SARAJEVO (Aecnries) — - and centralist Serbs on Tu«- laid siepe to the citv for three dav. ahlr- “ hi 


exercises with Kuwait after 
reinforcing its military pre- 
sence in the Gulf region. The 
first unit of American sol- 
diers for the war games in 
Kuwait landed late Tuesday. 

Colonel Robert Blose. 
commander of the 11th 
Marine Expeditionary Unit 
based in Pendleton. Califor- 
nia. stressed that it was a 
“coincidence” that the man- 
oeuvres in Jordan were tak- 
ing place while tension rose 
in the region. 

“I knew about these exer- 
cises in March,” said Col. 
Blose. 41, of Lewistown. 
Penn, against rhe backdrop 
of growling heavy military 
vehicles that moved into the 
interior of the desen to offer 
support services for the joint 
Jordanian-American assault 
force. 

“There will be an Opera- 
tion Infinite Moonlight 
1996," he added. 

The mock warfare, sup- 
ported by combat helicopters 
.against a “mythical enemy 
base,” reaches’ its high point 
on Thursday when American 
fighter jets based on the USS 
Theodore Roosevelt — 
anchored in the Eastern 
Mediterranean — fly over 
and extend support to help 
'the assault unit "capture” the 
“enemy position." 

NBC News reported last 
week that the Tomcat fighter 
jets based on the Roosevelt 
were ordered to join the 
games and fly over Jordan by 

(Continued on page 7) 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
The United Nations’ new 
rapid reaction force has 
blasted Bosnian Serb gunners 
for the first time with heavy 
artillery, showing new re- 
solve to defend U.N. 
peacekeepers around the be- 
sieged Bosnian capital of 
Sarajevo. 

The French 155-mm guns 
— the biggest in the U.N. 
arsenal — pounded a Serb 
mortar position after six 
Egyptian peacekeepers were 
wounded, two seriously, dur- 
ing a day of fighting between 
Bosnian government troops 


and separatist Serbs on Tues 
day. 

“It would be 100 per cent 
right to assume it was hit. 
This weaponry is state of the 
art stuff. It doesn’t miss and I 
should think there’s fair de- 
gree of damage at the ocher 
end — and accurate dam- 
age," Lieutenant-Colonel 
Chris Vernon, a U.N. 
spokesman in Saraejvo, told 
reporters on Wednesday. 

Four 155-mm guns were 
deployed on Mount Igman, 
west of Sarajevo, over the 
weekend. The RRF fired six 
shells at the Serbs, who have 


laid siege to the city for three 
years. 

At least four people died 
and 32 others were wounded 
on Tuesday in the worst fight- 
ing in the capital in weeks. 
U.N. officials said govern- 
ment troops fired first but 
criticised the Serbs for re- 
sponding with random shell- 
ing. 

“The Bosnian Serb army 
retaliated by indiscriminately 
shelling Sarajevo in the most 
cowardly manner, causing 
civilian casualties,” Alexan- 
der Ivanko. another U.N. 
spokesman, said on Wednes- 


day. 

Bosnian Serb gunners also 
shelled a Muslim refugee 
camp near the town of Tuzia. 
a U.N. “safe area,” wound- 
ing one woman on Tuesday, 
U.N. officials said. 

“We are expressing our 
dismay and condemnation of 
the shelling of the refugee 
C3mp in Tuzia," Mans 
Nyberg of the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) told Reuters. 

"This was deliberate 
targeting of an area where 
there are thousands of civi- 
lians. It is totally unaccept- 


able," he said. 

In Geneva, human rights 
investigator Tadeusz Mazo- 
wiedci said he had come to 
the “chilling conclusion” that 
Bosnian Serbs may have mas- 
sacred Muslims after the fall 
of Srebrenica, a former U.N. 
“safe haven” in eastern Bos- 
nia. 

His report to the United 
Nations cites evidence of 
mass executions near Srebre- 
nica where widely-publicised 
satellite photographs taken 
by the U.S. government 

(Continued on page 7) 
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No shift in position on 


Jerusalem - Rawabdeh 


By Sa’eda Kilaqi 
Special to tile Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Jordan on 
Wednesday reaffirmed its 
position that Jerusalem 
should be the capital of a 
Palestinian state and pledged 
to continue efforts to make 
this objective achievable. 

Deputy Primfe Minister and 
Minister of Education Abdul 
Raouf Rawabdeh said Jor- 
dan's position had not 
changed concerning Jeru- 
salem as an occupied Arab 
land since 1967 and that the 
Holy City’s status as the 
capital for the Palestinian 
State will be decided by the 
Palestinians themselves. 

The minister was replying 
to a question raised by Isla- 
mic Action Front (IAF) De- 
puty Hamzeh Mansour dur- 
ing Wednesday’s Lower 
House of Parliament session 
on a statement made by Jor- 
dan's former ambassador to 
the United Nations, Adnan 
Abu Odeh. that Jerusalem 
will be divided into three 
parts: Arab, Jewish and a 
third part that includes the 
holy places. 

“1 found that statement as 
a deviation hom Jordan's de- 
clared position," Mr. Man- 
sour asserted. “At a time that 
the Zionist leadership does 



Abdul Raouf Rawabdeh 


not- hide its ambitions and 
reiterates that Jerusalem is its 
‘eternal and unified' capital, 
the re has not been any pro- 
test or a threat to halt the 
peace talks. It is worrying." 

In the government's writ- 
ten reply to the question. 
Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti said that Jor- 
dan believes that the Palesti- 
nians should have their capit- 
al in the eastern part of Jeru- 
salem. He added that the 
holy places “will not belong 
to any party but will be for us 
all... all of those who believe 
in the .one God.” 

Mr. Mansour said that the 
government's response was in 
itself contradictory and does 


not fall in line with the King- 
dom's declared position since 
Israel occupied Arab East 
Jerusalem in 1967. 

“It said that the Palestinian 
capital will be in the eastern 
part and did not say in East 
Jerusalem. It means that 
there is an endorsement of 
the seizure of some parts of 
occupied East Jerusalem," he 
said. “Does that correspond 
with the U.N. resolutions, 
and does it fall in line with 
the Jordanian responsibility 
towards the holy places which 
were part of Jordanian' terri- 
tory until Jerusalem was 
occupied?" 

Mr. Rawabdeh said that 
Jordan had not changed its 
position. “Are going to argue 
on ‘in’ and ‘the* ...? Our 
stand is not contradictory, 
but political action is very 
broad. In one part, there are 
the aspirations, and iii the 
other there are the realities 
and capabilities,” he said. 

“It is not up to Jordan to 
suspend negotiations," he 
said. “It was not a Jordanian 
decision to postpone negotia- 
tions on Jerusalem until the 
final phase. We in Jordan will 1 
be on the Palestinians' side 
until they secure their rights 
and establish their state — 
the capital of which will be 
Jerusalem." 


f U.S.: Sudan rebels killed 


200 civilians last month 


NAIROBI (AFP) — The 
United States on Wednesday 
accused fighters of the Sudan 
People's Liberation Army 
(SPLA) of killing more than 
200 civilians and causing the 
displacement of thousands of 
others in southern Sudan last 
month. . . 


A statement issued by the 
U.S. embassy here said inde- 
pendent sources indicated 
that SPLA forces were in- 
volved in the attacks on 
.Ganyliel and Payinjar vil- 
lages on July 30. 


“Most of the dead were 
civilians, more than half were 
children, and thousands of 
people were rendered home- 
less after their villages were 
burned." the statement 
added. 


“The United States calls on 
the Sudan People’s Libera- 
tion Movement to investigate 
this atrocity and take 
appropriate measures against 
those responsible," it said. 

It urged all forces fighting 
in southern Sudan, to free the 
mainly Christian and animist 
region from domination by 
the Muslim, Arabised north, 
to respect the rights of civi- 


lians| and cooperate with 
neighbouring countries trying 
to mediate a peaceful settle- 
ment to the conflict. 

The U.S. statement said it 
believed that a full investiga- 
tion of the “massacre" at 
Ganyliel would help “reduce 
the level of brutality to which 
civilians were subjected to 
during; the 12-year war" be- 
tween southern rebels and 
government troops. 

The SPLA. headed by 
General John Garang. has 
denied that its fighters were 
responsible for the violence, 
blaming it on cattle rustlers. 

The area where the killings 
took place is under the con- 
trol of SPLA's rival group, 
the South Sudan Independ- 
ence Movement (SSIM), led 
by Riftk Machar. ' 9 

On Monday. SSIM - 
charged that the SPLA had 
declared war on it and had 
ruled cut reconciliation talks. 

However, the chairman of 
SPLA's peace committee. 
Pagan Amun, said Wednes- 
day that his group was “ready 
at any moment to discuss and 
cooperate fully with SSIM" 
to resolve political and admi- 
nistrative issues that were de- 


fered during the Lafon Dec- 
laration on reconciliation in 
April. 

But he added that the 
“leadership crisis" within 
SSIM had made it difficult to 
.proceed with the meetings o t 
the joint committee on reuni- 
fication. - 


- SSIM last week denied 
claims by Mr. Nyuon and 
another dissident, John Luk 
Jok, that they bad deposed 
the group’s leader, Riek 
Machar. 

*?The SPLA wants to 
reiterate once again that our 
struggle is directed against 
the oppressors of the people 
of southern Sudan and other 
marginalised. -areas. There is 
no reason , whatsoever for. 
anybody’ to provoke inter- 
ethnic fighting again in south- 
ern Sudan,” Pagan said in a 
statement released here. 


Former U;S. President 
Jimmy Carter visited Sudan 
last month to continue efforts 
to end the civil war there and 
called in Nairobi for unity 
talks between the rebels, 
saying: 44 I think it would be 
constructive to have unity 
within the southern com- 
mand." 


Iran blasts Arafat for bomb charge 


.'NICOSIA (Agencies) — 
Iran has rejected an 
accusation by Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) leader Yasser Ara- , 
fat that it supported ' 
bombings when it backed 
Palestinian groups 
opposed to the PLO- 
Israel peace process. 

Tehran Radio on 
Wednesday quoted an 
Iranian Foreign Ministry 
spokesman as rejecting 
Mr. Arafat's remarks as 
“opportunistic and baser* 
less" and accusing him of 
helping an Israeli prop- 
aganda campaign against 
Iran. 

Mr. Arafat on Monday 
denounced Iran for fund- 
ing the Islamic Resistance ' 
Movement Hamas, which 
claimed responsibility for 
a suicide bus bombing in 
Jerusalem that killed five 
people and wounded 100 
earlier in the day. 

The radio said Iran had 


repeatedly condemned 
terrorism. 

Iran said on Tuesday 
the bus blast was a “natu- 
ral reaction" to Israeli 
violence against Palesti- 
nians. 

Iran, which denounces 
PLO’s peace with Israel, as 
a sellout, says it only gives 
political support to groups - 
that oppose it. 

“Iran is the one that 
announced they are sup- 
porting such 'attacks, not 
me," Mr. Arafat said 
Tuesday. “Iran knows 
bow much they are paying 
to carry out these 
attacks.” 

Mr. Arafat, speaking 
with reporters after meet- 
ing with German De- 
velopment Minister Carl 
Dieter Spranger in Gaza 
City, also said Palesti- 
nians and Israeli extrem- 
ists were collaborating to 
halt (he peace process. 

“We have several docu- 


ments to prove the 'coor- 
dination,” he said. 
‘There are fanatics on 
both sides.” 

He did not elaborate or 
reveal the documents. 

Following Monday's 
deadly bombing, Mr. 
Arafat warned he would 
“chop off every hand" 
that gets money or orders, 
from Iran. 

On Wednesday, a 
Palestinian official said 
Mr. Arafat ordered a 
manhunt for Yahya 
Ayyash, the elusive mas- 
. tennind of most of the 
recent suicide bombings 
in Israel. 

Palestinian authorities 
have reliable intelligence 
information that Mr. 
Ayyash, nicknamed “the 
Engineer ,” is in the PLO- 
ruled Gaza Strip, moving 
around with forced identi- 
ty papers, said the official 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 


Egyptian play banned 


for criticising regime 


CAIRO (AP) — In a rare 
derision, the government has 
banned a popular play critical 
of the regime, reigniting a 
furor over censorship and 
freedom in increasingly con- 
servative Egypt. 

“Greetings My Masters." a 
political satire, had played to 
packed audiences for 35 days 
and was critically acclaimed 
for tackling the sensitive 
issues of democracy and free- 
dom in Egypt, one of the 
freer Arab states but still 
under authoritarian rule. 

The play was forced' to 
close its. doors after Tues- 
day's performance. The cen- 
sorship board accused it of 
“flagrant violation of public 
morals... damaging the hon- 
our of the state and insulting 
senior officials with no 


there were no deviations 
from the script." the play’s 
author, Mahmoud A1 
Toukhy, said in an interview 
with the Associated Press. 

“While I was writing it. I 
was expecting every line to be 
stopped." Mr. Toukhy said. 
“After 35 days I started be- 
lieving there was freedom, 
and just when my belief be- 
came entrenched, they ban- 
ned the play and -took my 
belief away." 


Shortly before the play 
opened Tuesday night, riot 
police carrying the ban order 
surrounded the downtown 
theatre and ordered it shut. 
But they later relented and 
agreed to let it run one last 
night since the threatre was 
already full^ 


reason. 

“Freedom and democracy 
have limits and when you 
exceed these limits you 
threaten the security of ’the 
country. They exceeded 
those limits," said Ahmad 
Abul Fetouh. a government 
censor. 

Hie play tells the story of a 
poor Egyptian, who is so fed 
up with everything going 
wrong- -hr Egypt that he de- 
rides to-run against-President- 
Hosni Mubarak in presiden- 
tial elections. 

The play goes beyond 
other satires by mentioning 
Mr. Mubarak and govern- 
ment officials by name. 
While it speaks well of the 
president, it criticises the 
other officials and complains 
about chronic problems in 
Egypt like food shortages and 
unemployment. 

“The censorship board 
approved the script, and 


“This is undemocratic be- 
haviour and I do not believe 
the presidency is aware of it," 
said Galai A1 Sharkawv, the 
well-acclaimed director of the 
play, who has had various 
run-ins with the censorship 
board in the past. 

He promised to challenge 
the ban in court. 


Under Mubarak's 14-year 
rule, artists, writers and jour- 
nalists. have, enjoyed greater 
freedom. But official cen- 
sqrhsip' remains.and.ain re- 
cent years more and more’ 
books and films have been 
banned for allegedly insulting 
Islam and offending public 
morals. 


The derision followed a 
furor earlier this summer 
when the government handed 
down a new press law that 
decreed stiff sentences for 
publishing false information 
or defaming the government. 


Iraq blames 
Beirut for 


diplomat’s 
death in jail 


NICOSIA (AP) — Baghdad 
Wednesday accused the. 
Lebanese authorities of fail- 
ing to provide swift medical 
treatment for a jailed Iraqi 
diplomat who died at a Beirut 
hospital in late June. 

A Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man was quoted by the offi- 
cial Iraqi News Agency 
(IN A) as saying that an auto- 
psy performed after the Re- 
patriation of Khaled Alwan 
Khalafs body showed that 
“negligence and inaccurate 
diagnosis 1 ' led to his death. 

The unnamed spokesman 
said Iraq wanted a joint Iraq- 
Lebanese investigation into 
the inmate's June 29 death, 
which he. described as an 
“atrocious crime." 

Khalaf . 38, was one of four 
diplomats arrested in Beirut 
in connection with the assas- 
sination of an Iraqi dissident. 
Sheikh Taleb Ali Al Suheil. 
in April 1994. The others 
remain at the Roumieh pris- 
on near Beirut. 

Lebanese authorities have 
said that Khalaf was hospital- 
ised with- heart, condition 
rwmJays before he developed 
brain hemorrhage and-'-died. 

The Iraqi spokesman said 
Lebanese authorities were 
“deliberately negligent and 
offered no medical care for 
the inmate, allowing him -to 
languish in jail with a serious 
ailment rhat left him para- 
lysed from the waist down 
and barely conscious.” 

The Iraqi- spokesman 
reiterated that the arrest of 
the four Iraqis was a violation 
of Vienna conventions- 
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Bahrain arrests seven for sabotage 



Ministry statement did not say wteoj * iSZfSfSE 
took place and did not indicate if they 

months of anti-government LJJ 

April. The statement, quoted by the official Gulf News 
Agency said the seven “admitted forming a group to cany 
out acts of sabotage, arson and destruction of public and 

private propertym the areas of A1 Dim and^ai^ 

areas." Bahrain said in July it had. released 

and 150 detainees arrested during 

protests, which had erupted among the Shiite < 

on Dec. 5. The protesters demanded the release of political 

prisoners and the restoration of a parliament dissolved in 

1975. At least 12 civilians and three policemen were killed 

and hundreds arrested in the four months of unrest. 


Kuwait to set up court to try ministers 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — The Kuwaiti ^parliament on 
Tuesday approved plans to set up a special court toby 
ministers charged with committing a crime while in office, 
parliamentary officials said. The new law will put an end to 
a long running debate in Kuwait on .what to do vath errant 
ministers. A committee of inquiry will have the right to 
question the ministers and any accomplices, arrest them 
and decide whether they should be brought before the new 
court to be composed of five appeal court judges. A case 
again# former Oil and Finance Minister Ali Kh alifa A1 
Sabah, accused of misappropriating public funds, has been 
postponed several times because no one could deride 
where he should be tried. A Kuwait criminal court in June 
finally agreed to continue the hearing. 


Iran planning strike, Mujahedeen say' 


Mystery surrounds Saddam relative’s stand on defections 


GENEVA (R) — Rumours 
that Barzan Ibrahim AI Tikri- 
ti, Iraq's ambassador to the 
United Nations in Geneva, 
might join two top Iraqis who 
defected have spawned a 
summer soap opera that is 
captivating this city of diplo- 
mats. 

Mystery surrounds Barzan, 
who as President Saddam 
Hussein's half-brother, pres- 
idential adviser and former 
head of Iraqi intelligence 
could deal a heavy blow if be 
did defect. 

But despite the rumours, 
arid reports suggesting that 
be had changed camps, an 
Iraqi official in Geneva said 
Baizan was still in the Swiss 
city and still heading the mis- 
sion. 

“The ambassador, the 


permanent representative of 
Iraq in Geneva, is still accre- 
dited," said U.N. spokes- 
woman Therese Gas taut. 

“It's like reading a soap 
opera plot," said one senior 
Western diplomat who has 
followed the saga with in- 
terest. 

Mr. Barzan is often refer- 
red to as President Saddam's 
banker, the man who looks 
after President Saddam's 
hard currency reserves 
abroad, although that has 
never been confirmed. 

The rumour mill began 
grinding when an Iraqi 
opposition radio station said 
last week Mr. Barzan had 
refused to return to Iraq from 
Switzerland for consultations 
among Iraq’s ruling family on 
the defection crisis. 


Western newspapers fol- 
lowed up with reports that 
Barzan had clearly aligned 
himself with Lieutenant- 
General Hussein Kamel Has- 
san, one of President Sad- 
dam's two sons-in-law who 
defected to Joran along with 
tbeir wives on Aug. 8. 

Iraq’s diplomatic mission 
said on Tuesday, however, 
that Mr. Barzan was still its 
ambassador, still in Geneva,' 
and simply too busy to re- 
spond to the reports. 

“The ambassador is not 
concerned about these allega- 
tions in the media," an Iraqi 
official said. s 

Dissidents say a family rift 
was caused by the growing 
influence of President Sad- 
dam's sons Uday and Qusay, 
who were ont to seize power 


from the president's half- 
brothers and cousins. Presi- 
dent Saddam has placed rela- 
tives from his hometown of 
Tikrit in all key positions 
over the past 25 years. 

Mr. Barzan, in his mid-40s, 
bears a strong resemblance to 
his^ half-brother and has 
cabinet rank as presidential 
adviser. His problem, diplo- 
mats say, is that he is on the. 
wrong side of the family di- 
vide — his brother Watban 
Ibrahim Al Hassan was re- 
ported to have been shot by 
Uday on Aug. 7. 

Next day, the day of the 
defections to Amman, Mr. 
Barzan failed to show up at a 
monthly meeting of Arab 
ambassadors in Geneva, 

Mr. Barzan has served in 
Geneva since February 1989 


after rising to be chief of the 
Iraqi intelligence service, 
political adviser to President 
Saddam and ambassador at 
the Foreign Ministry. 

“We don't know whose 
side be (Barzan) is on since . 
there was an attempt on his 
brother’s life,” one Western, 
diplomat said. Another sug- 
gested that the whole story 
had been fabricated by the 
Iraqi opposition to further 
destabilise President Sad- 
dam. 

One Arab ambassador said 
he did not believe in the 
stories about Mr. Barzan de- 
fecting — but thought he may 
well have refused to return to 
Baghdad when he was sum- . 
moned and was waiting for 
the dust to settle. 

“According to my sources, 


he was recalled for consulta- 
tions among the family but he 
didn't go," the ambassador 
told Reuters. 

“He couldn't hide it (his 
defection) for so iong, there 
have been rumours for sever- 
al days. But the (Foreign) 
Ministry in Baghdad is not 
denying it. That keeps the 
rumour alive.” 

Another ambassador with, 
good connections among Arab 
circles said: "We heard he 
was in his office yesterday 
and this morning also — 
whatever that .means. 

“The situation is very un- 
clear. We should know in a 
couple of days,” he added. “I 
presume there are many 
things going on — in other 
words negotiations inside the 
government, the family.'' 


DUBAI (AFP) — Iran's main armed opposition group, 
Mujahedeen-e-Khalq accused Tehran Wednesday of mas- 
sing troops near the border with Iraq in preparation for an 
attack against the group. The Iraq-based Mujahedeen said 
in a statement issued from Baghdad that Iran had “amassed 
three divisions of their forces near the border with Iraq in 
Kennanshah province with the objective of attacking die 
National Liberation Army,”, the group’s armed wing. It 
also warned the troops were looking to “intervene in Iraq 
should a suitable situation develop.'’ Iran last attacked a 
Mujahedeen ase in early July, targeting the group’s biggest 
camp at Ashraf 50 kilometres inside Iraq. On July 10 three 
Mujahedeen members were shot dead in Baghdad in an 
attack the group blamed on “Iranian agents.” The Iraman 
government daily Iran blamed the Mujahedeen last week 
for two bomb explosions, mail mstallations m Ahvaz, the-j 
main city of the Khuzestari province winch borders Iraq. 
The Mujahedeen denied the charges saying Iran intended 
to use it as a pretext to attack their bases in Iraq. No 
particular troop movements within Iran have been indi- 
cated, according to Iranian sources. 
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Moroccan airline to begin S. Africa flights 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Morocco's national airline. 
Royal Air Maroc, said it would begin a weekly service 
between Casablanca and the South African commercial 
capital Johannesburg next week. Hie airline said in a 
statement sent to South African travel agents the first flight 
from Casablanca to Johannesburg will land on Sept 1, 
returning to Casablanca later .the same day. Officials at 
Royal Air Maroc were not available for comment on the 
new service which will link up with flights to the airline's 
other destinations in Europe, the Middle East and the 
United States. The opening of the service follows the 
suspension earlier this month of Sudan Airway’s London- 
to-Johannesburg flights and the provisional liquidation of 
South African discount airline Avia, which offered cut- 
price tickets to London. 


Stevie Wonder sees holy land ‘In spirit’ 


22 « 3 E reRUS ^W> - BUnd roc * star 

2*2 Wonder prepared for his first concert in Israel on 
We^resday saying he was happy “to see the holy land in 
spurt. When I was very small, before my mother had 
accepted that I was visually impaired, she wanted to bring 

5JJ. *} ***? 5° y Gt y “hope I would get my sight,” Mr. 
Wonder told reporters Tuesday night. Hie miracle had not 
taken place, but Mr. Wonder 4idGod had“hK 
gft of uiner sight. He was to perform at the' Sultan's 
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JORDAN TRUEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 

13:30 Iris- the Happy Professor 

13:40 Noddy 

14410 Fireman Sam 

14:15 My Secret Identity 

14:30 NBA 

15:60 Pirates Island 

15d0 Take Your Pick 

IfeOO 1 Witness Video 

17.-06 

Children's Programme — Rahan 
17:30... Varieties and Game Show 

I WO News in French 

19:15 

Magazine — Portrait D'Alain 
Cavalier 

19-JO News Headlines 

19U5 National Geographic 

28*39 The Album Show 

21:15 Murder She Wrote 

22.-00 News in English 

M-M Feature film: “Case Closed" 

2239 Perfect Stranger 


632785. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
637440. 

b Salk Church Tel. 661757 
i Church Tel: 622366 
arch of the AwBimri«ri«B Tel. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


- .. i Church Tel. 63085 1 . Tel. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

St- Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman international Church Tel. 
652526. 

Erangcficaj Lutheran Church Tel: 
824328. 

Centum-speaking Evangelical Goo- 
gregabon Tel: 6?« jus 
The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints Tel. 654932 
Church of Nazarene Tcl.675691. 
The Evangelical Load Church in 
Amman 
Tel. 811295 


Min ./Max. temp. 

Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley 


1609 

25/37 

15/33 
23/37 


EMERGENCIES 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 28 Aqaba 37. Humidity 
readings: Amman 43 -per cent. 
Aqaba 25 per cent. 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


PRAYER TIMES 


84:38 F»jr 

06:00 (Sunrise) Duhu 

I2s3S Dhtihr 

16:16 'Asr 

19:16 Maghreb 

2th38 *Isha 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 


CHURCHES 


SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swafieh. Tel. 810740 
Assembles of God Church, Tel. 


It will be fair wjih clouds appear- 
ing at low altitudes and winds 
northwesterly moderate to active. 
On Friday, temperatures are ex- 
pected to h'sc slightly with moder- 
ate summer weather conditions 
prevailing. In Aqaba, winds will be 
nonhertv moderate and seas calm. 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Munthcr Al Qarin 

Dr. Mohammad Lubbadch 
Dr. Mohammad Shuqair ... 
Dr. Mohammad Shobaki ... 

Firas pharmacy 

Fcrdows pharmacy 

Al Ascma pharmacy 

Nairoukh pharmacy ......... 

Al Salampbwnitiiy^ 

Yacoub pharmacy 

Shmeisani pharmacy 

Nairoujh pharmacy 

Najib pharmacy 


779950 

683585 

652693 

723222 

661912 

778336 

637055 

623672 

636730 

644945 

637660 

623672 

847632 


IRBID: 

Dr.AliShoqairi ... 
Al Ouds pharmacy 


.... 246140 
(-) 


Food Control Centre 63711 1" 

Civil Defence Department 661111 
Gvil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Gvil Defence Emergency ...... 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank : 775121 

Highway Police S43402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Pubic Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7871 ] 1 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Television -77311 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


644281/6 

Akikh Maternity . J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jahal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hoqrital 845845 

AJ-Muasbcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. AI-Muhajrccn ... 777101/3 
AI-Bashir.J. Ashrafieh 775111/26 

Army.fi Marks 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital .... 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 607155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 
Special Suigcry 865199 


department at the Queen Alia In- 
ternational Airport Td. ( 0SI532O0 • 
-- where it should always be veri- 
fied. 


18:45 .... 

»JS 

21:08 

21:1# 

23t» 

66:50 
ffsMT 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

(Terminal 1) 


Paris. Damascus (AF) 

Cairo (MS) 

Dubai (EK) 

Beirut (ME) 

Istanbul (TK) 

London fKJ) 

Amsterdam (KL) 


SS Cairo (MS) 

jgg V-- E*»»i(EK) 

* : Amsterdam (KL) 


HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN* 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

. (09)900560 

IhrrSina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Htkma Modern Hospital (09N9099U 

IRBID:. 

Princess Basnu Hospital [02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibti Al Nafccs Hospital {021247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)3141 1 ( 


W:25 Singapore. Kuala Lumpur 
(RJ) 

- Aden (RJ) 

65:45 

Singapore. Kuala Lumpur fRJ) 

•8:15 Sanaa (RJ) 

19:05 Dhahran. Riyadh (RJ) 

HH35 Beirut (RJ) 

16:35 Muscat, Dubai fRJ) 

IIM Colombo (RJ) 

11=00 New Delhi (RJ) 

17:50 London (RJ) 

1&36 Cairo. Aqaba (RJ) 

IfcOO Bangkok. Calcutta f RJ) 

19:15 Athens (RJ) 

2040.... Abu' Dhabi. Al ‘Ain (RJ j. 

2fc2Q .; Casablanca. Tunis (RJ) 

79M Romc(RJ) 

2U2Q New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 
00:15 Lamaca(RJ) 


DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Flights 
(Terminal 1 ) 


MJO a.m. crciy Monday 
S«P-bi. every Monda} 
Arr" P 1 "*” ” a ‘ m - CVCI 7 Sunday 

Air- Ajuman .... 5:00p.m. cvcrjstmd? 

market prices 


HOSPITALS 


QUEEN ALJ^ 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) 


ffjfS Beirut (RJ) 

I2ri5 " AbuDhab, ArAin (RJ) 

‘ Chicago ( RJ) 
12:40 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

Montreal (Rjj 

JT^RJ) 

tJS o'- Lanuua(RJ) 

Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

22 Abu Dhobi (RJ) 

Kuala Lumpur. Jakarta (RJ) 
2138 Jeddah (Rjj 


Vpper/knrcr price in Os per kg. 


SSir~. 

^ (M ^> S 

Carrot 


120/80 










ant 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Fawaz Hamdallah . 
Khalifcll pharmacy ..... 


....903644 

....985417 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 


1340 ... 
13:40 ... 

13:40 ... 
14:00 ... 
17*0 ... 


Doha (07) 

Shariqah(AH) 

.. Abu Dhabi. Doha (GF) 

Riyadh (SV) 

Rome (AZ) 


Other nights (Terminal 2) 


SlS i£ " Beirut (MB) 

Damascus. Doha (07) 

Abu Dhabi. A 1 Ata MBo, ( GF ) 
. Riyadh (SV) 


j-igs 200 1 100. 

Girlie':; - 350/280 

Grape* 68 0*°° 

*£Sr(b£) “■'S?wo 

sis 

Okm . 120/87 

Peaches 480/380 J; . 

Pepper oioti 750/600 

Rgfe::::- S3! 183 

3? S 

Tomato^ 280/181 
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Her Royal Highness Princess Rahma Bint Al Hassan 
Wednesday attends the launch of the Sabila activities and 
Ute competition for the Crown Prince Golden Award 
(Petra photo) 

Princess Rahma launches 
annual Sabila activities 
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week. The airline said' 
an travel agents the fc l - 
esburg will" land on Sep 
;r the' same day. 06® 
i variable for comment «' 
ip with fliahts io the air 
e. the Middle East v&- 
, of the service folk* : 
5 of Sudan Airway's}^ 
the provisional liqudaK 
ne Avia, which offcien- 


FLHSilS l Petra > — Her 
Royal Highness I’rineess 
Rahmu Hint AI Hasson 
Wednesday launched the 
three -week Sabilah activi- 
ties and competition for The 
Trows; Pnncc Golden 
Award tor 1995. 

Sabtlah is a national pro- 
gramme which cncoumc.es 
young people volunteer their 
services ir. order to foster 
the sense of national belong- 
ing ar.d to promote tolerance 
of differences and a genuine 
awareness of society’s 
needs. 

Twenty young women and 
men will be participating in 
this year’s programme. 

Addressing the group 
gathered at the Jordan 
Cement Factories Company 
(JCFC), Princess Rahma 
said the Crown Prince, who 
initiated the voluntary pro- 
gramme, believes that giv- 
ing young people an oppor- 
tunity to offer meaningful 
service to their country 
through different pro- 
grammes under the Crown 
Prince Golden Award is an 
important ■ and*" " valuable 
learning experience.* " 1 ' 
JCFC Board Chairman 
Buksam Saket ' ' " also 
addressed die young group 
tind said they should pay 
particular attention this year 


to the budia regions of the 
Kingdom 

He said the young have a 
major role to play in the 
future of ‘the country, and 
their services are deeply 
appreciated. 

The director of the Crown 
Prince Award office, Samar 
KUdani, said that the Sabi- 
lah programme runs in con- 
idmtity with the needs of 
local communities, and the 
voluntary services pro- 
gramme is intended to con- 
tribute to the nation's efforts 
tu face the challenges of the 
21st century. 

The young group, she 
added, are given a real 
chance for adventure to dis- 
cover Jordan, offer volun- 
tary work and contribute to 
sate guarding the environ- 
ment 

She said dm the pro- 
gramme for this year, spon- 
sored by the JCFC, compris- 
es serving local communi- 
- lies as well as painting road 
side pavements, pruning 
trees, fanning, taking mea- 
sures to protect. the environ- 
ment from pollution. . in 
. Stfditiohto listening to lec-' 
lives, ' attending seminars, 
conducting* sports and recre- 
ational activities and visiting 
archaeological and tourist 
sites in Jordan. 


WHAT'S GOING ON 

FILM 

“ ''Who framed Roger Rabbit?" at the British Council, at 7:00 
p.m. 

DARATALFUNUN 
SUMMER '95 EXHIBITIONS 

■ vl'orkb of graphic art by several artists. 'Photography show "He- , 
merits in Harmony" by Hala Hodieb- “Display of pointed stone and 
stael. "Embargo Art" by Iraqi artist Nuha Al Radi. “"Early Morn - 1 
ing Scribbles" by Lebanese artist Amin Al Basha and Jordanian 
artist Rajwa Bint Aii and "Late Night Scribbles" by Amin Al i 
Sasha and artist Ali Berroamet. “Ceramic shop. “Sculpture by I 
Rajwa Bint Ali. “Works by contemporary artists. 


By Sa’eda Kilani 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — An Islamist 
parliamentarian Wednesday 
accused the government of 
being 'Mamophobic* for 
refusing to grant a licence 
for a sports club in Zarqa 
Govemorate. 

Minister of Youth Awad 
Khleifat ignored the com- 
ment and said another appli- 
cation should be tiled and a 
licence would be granted if 
the required conditions were 
met. 

In questioning (he minis- 
ter. Lower House of Parlia- 
ment Deputy Bassom 
Emoush said that on applica- 
tion for a sports club named 
"Al Farouq" had been filed 
two years ago, but the Min- 
istry of Youth hud rejected it 
without giving an explicit 
reason. 

Quoting Article J6 of the 
Constitution, Deputy 
Emoush said Jordanians bad 
the right to establish soci- 
eties and political parties 
and that "rotary clubs ure 
very active in Jordan 
although freemason activi- 
ties have been banned." 

He claimed that the rejec- 
tion had come from the Min- 
istry of Interior "which does 
not warn to see anew banner 


for Islamic action. ! don't 
know when the ministry's 
Islamophobic attitude will 
end." 

In his reply during the ses- 
sion of the Lower House of 
Parliament on Wednesday, 
Dr. Khleifat said that the 
rejection to give the club a 
licence was made in accor- 
dance with the law: 

According to 1987 regula- 
tions on club registrations, 
the Minister of Youth has 
the right to decide to accept 
or reject an application for 
licensing after consultation 
with the governor under 
whose jurisdicution the pro- 
posed club would be, Dr. 
Khleifat said. 

"There were many accusa- 
tions (by Dr. Emoush) even 
though my answer was 
clear, precise and correct." 
Dr. Khleifat said. "The min- 
istry has never rejected any 
club if it was not upon the 
recommendation of the gov- 
ernor." 

"It was a sound decision 
and in tine with the law." he 
added. 

"They (the applicants) are 
free to submit another appli- 
cation which, if found in 
accordance with the law and 
regulations, may be accept- 
ed." 


Jordanian, Palestinian business council 
reviews proposals to MENA conference 


AMMAN’ (Petra) — The 
Jordanian-Palcstinian Busi- 
ness Council (JPBCl met in 
Amman Wednesday to 
review preparations for the 
October Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA) con- 
ference and to tisren to a 
report on infrastructure pro- 
jects presented by Jawad 
Naji, assistant under- secre- 
tary of the Palestine Min- 
istry of Economy and Trade. 

Dr. Naji told the meeting 
that the Palestinian side had 
prepared a package of infra- 
structure projects to be car- 
ried out by public and pri- 
vate sectors at the local and 
regional level. 

According to Dr. Naji 


these projects, to be present- 
ed along with Jordanian pro- 
jects in a joint paper to the 
October conference, include 

proposals for establishing 
Jordanian-PaJestinian com- 
panies to conduct re-insur- 
ance services, transport of 
goods, artificial and natural 

leather tunning, vehicle ports 
assembly, the extraction of 
Dead Sea minerals as well as 
proposals to build up Dead 
Sea tourism and establish 
textile industries. 

The proposal further 
includes services in educa- 
tion, industrial and vocation- 
al training, in addition to the 
creation of an industrial 
zone on Jordanian -Pales un- 


ion borders. 

Joint work in this regard 
will be in implementation of 
resolutions taken by the 
JPBC meeting held here in 
June, said Hamdi Tabba’a. 
who is head of the Jordanian 
side of JPBC as well as 
chairman of the Jordanian 
Businessmen's Association 
(JBA) which is sponsoring 
the meeting. 

The agricultural commit- 
tee formed by the JPBC also 
met in Amman Wednesday 
to set up a Jordanian- Pales- 
tinian company for market- 
ing agricultural products. 

The projected company 
whose capital will be JD 5 
million, divided equally 


between both sides, is 
required to market the agri- 
cultural products of Jordan 
and Palestine in .Arab and 
foreign countries, a siaie- 
ment said after the meeting. 

According to the statement 
the company will export 
produce to Europe between 
Nov. and April and to the 
Arab states in ibe summer. 
It will also import and mar- 
ket agricultural needs such 
as fertilisers, seeds, and irri- 
gation equipment. 

It also said the company 
aims to achieve agricultural 
integration between the two 
countries, and plan produc- 
tion and marketing pro- 
grammes. 


Jordan, Egypt committee to review economic, political reports 


CAIRO (Petra) — The 
Higher Jordanian-Egyptian 
committee co-chaired by the 
prime ministers of both 
countries is to convene by 
mid- September in Amman 
to review two separate polit- 
ical and economic reports. 

The committee, which last 
met in Cairo in March, will 
also review progress on the 
implementation of that 
meeting's resolutions and 
direct attention to issues of 


concern to the countries, 
according to a statement 
Wednesday . 

The political report tackles 
regional issues, the peace 
process and both countries' 
support of the Arab League's 
efforts in ending differences 
among Arab countries, the 
statement said. 

The economic report out- 
lines strategies aimed at 
encouraging investments, 
highlighting the role of the 


private sector and trade 
exchanges between Cairo 
and Ammon as well as cus- 
toms duty exemptions of a 
list of national goods traded 
between the two sides, the 
statement said. 

The statement also said 
trade exchange this year was 
expected to reach the $116 
million mark. 

The committee will dis- 
cuss the implementation of 
joint agreements between 


1995 and 1997 as agreed dur- 
ing the March meeting and 
will look into means for 
upgrading cooperation in 
education, tourism, informa- 
tion, sports, the environment 
and the employment of 
labour force, die statement 
said. 

Jordan will also raise the 
issue of importing Egyptian 
natural gas and will review 
progress on the linkage of 
electric power grids. 


Cultural forum on tkeatre sees no ‘meeting of the minds 


By Haya Hussein] 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

Amman — The Fourth Cul- 
tural Forum on Jordanian 
theatre ends today after five 
days that exposed a glaring 
gap in communication 
between theatre researchers 
and theatre arts practition- 
ers. 

The forum, organised by 
the Ministry of Culture, "to 
bridge gaps in Arab culture 
and to promote exchange 
between artists in the Arab 
world," according to Min-, , 
tsfry. pf Culture. Secretary* 
General-,- . .Mohammad. 
Amaireh, brought together 
researchers and artists from 
Egypt, Syria, Palestine and 
Iraq. 

Mr. Amaireh initially 
spoke of the need to 
approach the subject of the- 
atre democratically and 
freely, to understand the lim- 
itations of a field that is 
beset by budgetary woes and 
a notable lack of theatre- 
going traditions. 

But differences exposed 
among participants in the 
forum centred around sub- 
ject matter and transformed 
constructive debate into per- 
sonal bickering. 

Controversial presenta- 
tions included discussions 
on the history of Jordanian 
theatre during which, partic- 


ipants claim, factual errors 
were reported as well as a 
'personal attack' levelled 
against Jordanian theatre 
arts founder Hani Snobar, 
provoking angry reactions 
from those attending. 

A working paper criticis- 
ing the ideological compla- 
cence of institutions in deal- 
ing with Theatre in Educa- 
tion (TIE) also provoked 
angry responses. 

The latter presentation 
came from Drama in Educa- 
tion (DIE) teacher and 
researcher Samar Dudin 
•who criticised what she said 
was the lack of long-term 
strategies 1 for DIE practices 
and traditions in the country. 

Drama in Education is on 
educational means of bring- 
ing students closer to infor- 
mation and knowledge by 
the dramatic creation of a 
role in the context of a sub- 
ject, leading to the student's 
discovery of how and why 
things happen and their roles 
in the real world. 

Ms. Dudin argued against 
a complacent acceptance of 
TIE practices by non-gov- 
emmental organisations 
closely affiliated to the ide- 
ology of government poli- 
cies. 

"The practice of TIE here 
merely scratches the surface 
of meaning. Experiments are 
tried, but no follow ups are 


made," she said. 

She argued that these pro- 
grammes seek more to fulfill 
their acceptance of the status 
quo, to reiterate generally 
accepted views and less to 
engage the students in com- 
ing to terms with their roles 
in the world, how much they 
are affected by historical 
events and how much power 
they could wield if they 
needed to. 

Her paper provoked an 
angry reaction from those 
involved in recent TIE pro-, 
grammes in the country. 

Theatre director Najeb 
Mahmoud Abu Zein called 
her comments "diplomati- 
cally destructive tools 
against the work of her col- 
leagues." 

He said that groups have 
been formed in the wake of 
workshops organised by 
Western experts and that 
they have been active in the 
field since 1987. 

"We have worked hard to 
create the right theatrical 
and educational environ- 
ment for students. We have 
worked democratically and 
as a team. We have a sys- 
tematic plan that we are 
adhering to." he said. "It is 
unfair and destructive for 
someone to dismiss our 
work as being purely 
attached to government ide- 
ology. Ms. Dudin is doing 


no service to the develop- 
ment of theatre in education 
in the country," he added. 

But Ms. Dudin was 
adamant. 

"The practice of TIE here 
is highly didactic when it 
should be highly aesthetic," 
she said. 

Ms. Dudin had made a pre- 
presentation comment that 
she was about to give per- 
sonal observations on the 
work of TIE and she 
expressed surprise at the 
anger her criticism evoked. 

"TIE is defintely prema- 
nfre for this country," she 
said. 

She said that TIE requires 
the integration of cultural 
and political traditions and 
events with its subjects, that 
is, the students. 

TIE, she stressed, should 
form part of the educational 
system ?nd not be kept as a 
separate practice for selected 
institutions. 

Hayat Ariyeh, a writer, 
presented a paper from her 
current research into 
mythology and theatre, a 
step-by-step analysis of the 
role of mythology in the sysr 
tern of philosophy and cul- 
ture of civilisations. 

But Ms. Atiyeh's research 
was criticised for being too 
academic. 

"There's no doubt about 
that," she said, " it's an acad- 


emic piece of research." 

Other participants includ- 
ed Abdel Rahman Arnoos, 
founder of actor training 
techniques and physical the- 
atre, who advocates an 
effective theatre borne out of 
"awareness," a need to tune 
into mood forces within and 
without the body, according 
to a synopsis on his teaching 
methods. 

The forum also saw a dif- 
ference in the way partici- 
pants viewed the state of 
theatre in Jordan. 

Hatem Saved, director of 
the Theatre Arts Academy, 
said Jordanian theatre was 
the "best and most mature in 
the Arab World." 

"Jordan not only partici- 
pates actively in internation- 
al festivals, but usually 
comes out with first prizes," 
be said. 

What of theatre's develop- 
ment, the evident problems 
it faces? 

"With first prizes and such 
a high level of participation, 
what problems could we 
have?" be asked. 

Margo Malatjian, execu- 
tive director and founder of 
the Friends of Children's 
Club, who presented a paper 
on children's theatre, criti- 
cised the state of theatre 
practice in the country as 
being unable to bridge the 
gap between the real world 
and theatre. 


"There are two kinds of 
participants, she noted, those 
who. on the one hand, want 
to see a commitment 
between what happens in the 
social, political and econom- 
ic scene and what happens 
on stage, and, on the other, 
those who simply want to 
produce, present and 
become famous directors." 

"Let them do charity work 
instead of theatre." said one 
participant referring to Ms. 
Malayan's views. 

Both Ms. Malatjian and 
Ms. Dudin see theatre , ps 
being an integral part of his- 
torical and current events. 
Both advocate a theatre 
borne out of historical and 
cultural roots. 

"They all want to run 
before they can walk. AH 
chiefs, no Indians, Ms. 
Malatjian said of partici- 
pants who dismissed the 
forum as being too academ- 
ic. 

A paper discussing the 
lack of available scripts 
written by Arabs and the 
reliance on scripts dealing 
with other cultures also 
received criticism. 

"What does it matter if the 
play presented is not written 
in the Arab world? asked 
one participant. "What mat- 
ters is that it's theatre. We 
don't all have to have the 
same taste." 
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Developmental choices: A risky business without exchange and cooperation 


r 1 would get the THIRD Jordanian Science Week will open at the 

ay night. Them* ^ R ^ fll Cu i tura j Centre (RCC). under the patronage of His 
^idGodnao? j Highness Crown Prince Hnssan, chairman of the 

to perform 3 n/^ Higher Council for Science and Technology’ (HCSTj, on 
id Jerusalem law . Saturday. The theme of this year’s session is "Earth 
jium on Saturday. ^ ^ csour ces — Towards Optimal Exploitation.” The ideas 
tine Prime Miflw* ant j exchanges between key players from both the public 
* T Ahmad Tibi as an - d private sector on the four main themes that will be 
covered — mineral resources, water, energy and environ- 
mem — should move us to a dearer vision of furore needs 

^ ^•'■iK.tvinstramts. This is in line with one of the HCST s range 

of complementary activities that include supporting applied 

— * — ’ .,*,1 and inter-disciplinary research and human resource de- 

« - ’ ri^' vdopment in the field of research and development and 

working towards promoting science and technology to 
55135 ... serve the developmental process. In isolation, without the 

BAH*** -impetus of strong interaction with both the public and 
HUAZ f private sectors, science and technology' can never succeed 

S‘ r in seeing its output applied. The public, private and science 
JSS* - and technology sectors together can add to the develop- 

PjJ d*®** mental process, bringing people to work together. Such a 

sjt. a*®* 1 ' process is limited to the number of participant*. Therefore, 

the science week can provide a healthy forum for interac- 
[ion. bringing people together within an interdisciplinary 
-formal for dialogue and the exchange of information 
Lppc ' *. towards better developmental options. 

-ppii .. -The following article, written by Dr. Khaled Shnedeh. 

Banana ■ HOST Assistant secretary general, and Diala Al Jabn. the 

Bananjf- 1 ccn t rtf * s information officer, highlights the benefits to be 

gjS? • -• | sained from such encounters. 


C*» ,,0 EL rwtfi * Developmental choices 
rS^ ismal - f*re so numerous, with m- 
Miwu- increasingly stringent op- 

Fte •' '.f ifons; too few resources, 

Gad* " <*' to 6 many needs and con- 

S3S : ;. ? Siam economic pressure 

hS i' 3 *; ; - ' 1 ? that the wrong choices can 
prove w be a time bomb. 
Muiukhw ? demand exceeds supply in 

oKra „';'JrO '. >'thc face of growing popula- 

9 Sti lions and higher life expec-. 

SSU Clancy in an age where 

£ everyone - even m the 
pcpP cr ( vi developing part of an me- 

P^*° Bc ^e ■ • ' qui table globe — dreams of 
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being entitled to higher 
standards of living or at 
least equitable standards of 
health, bousing, education, 
employment and other 
basic needs and even leisure 
activity in the best case sce- 
nario. All of these are 
reasonable expectations. 
However, if the develop- 
mental choices made 'to 
meet thrni arc not thor- 
oughly balanced, they 
■dangerously jeopardise 
available resources, adding 


' soaring pollution levels and 
irretrievable loss. To meet 
as many of the multiple 
economic, social and en- 
vironmental needs of socie- 
ty as possible, integrated 
land resources management 
and conflict of interest re* 
solution must become an 
essential part of the de- 
velopmental process.. 
Otherwise, permanent des- 
truction and degradation of 
the land's capability to pro- 
vide economic and environ- 
mental returns and the in- 
efficient use and waste of 
resources will result.- The 
inevitable accumulating im- 
pacts that go beyond local- 
ised and national damages 
to develop into cumulative 
international problems are 
becoming increasingly 
weighed with the pressured 
increase in the world's 
population and correspond- 
ing needs. 

National developmental 
policy should balance the 
titled equation of rapidly 
increasing population re- 
quirements and land re- 
source constraints. To 
achieve this, certain 
strategies are required to 
overcome barriers to' con- 
flict of interest resolution 
and integrated land re- 
source management, en-. 
handing cooperation and 
coordination among the 
parties concerned. This re- 
quires internal decisions on 


resource allocation — on 
the issues of exploitation vs. 
conservation, and the eco- 
nomic realities of their im- % 
plidt responsibility to the' 
future. — that will have an 
increasing bearing on re- 
gional and even interna- 
tional levels, impacting the 
future of sotiety. The major 
barriers can be identified as 
limited access to appropri- 
ate information and tech- 
nology; weaknesses in insti- 
tutional infrastructure, un- 
sustainable land use prac- 
tices and conflicts between 
different land use goals. 
Science and technology can 
contribute to the removal of 
such barriers but political 
will and economic clout are 
-equally essential for the 
commitment and resources 
necessary to solve develop-' 
mental problems with stu- 
died goals. 

At some point, this pro- 
cess coincides with regional 
trends with cross-border 
collaboration mandatory in 
■everything from water re- 
sources to energy options. 
The realities of limited 
financial resources required 
to obtain needed informa- 
tion and technologies, as* 
well as wi thin-country in- 
frastructure and personnel 
■limitations mandate a com- 
mitment to the pooling of 
resources among countries 
with common interests, 
goals and methods through 


a neutral administrative 
structure. Prior to .this 
necessary eventuality, each 
nation must evolve a 
national consensus on the 
required objectives and 
modalities at both official 
and popular levels — within 
the parameters of sustain- 
able development. 

Science provides the in- 
formation and understand- 
ing necessary to evaluate 
the consequences of 
alternative approaches to 
land and resource manage- 
ment; and the relevant 
technologies for the most 
effective means to ensure 
social requirements: Fulfill- 
ing basic needs. Jordan's 
drive towards the develop- 
mental returns of science 
and technology has led to 
the insti rationalisation of its 
interests and the creation of 
many forums for the ex- 
change of science and tech- 
nology expertise and 
decision-making at the 
national level, with regional 
and international channels 
of cooperation. One such 
•forum is the Science Week, 
which at the initiation of 
Prince Hossan has hosted 
the multi-sectorial interac- 
tion of all directly, or in- 
directly, involved in, scien- 
ce and technology activity, 
now for its third consecu- 
tive year. 

The Third Jordanian Sci- 
ence Week will run from 


Aug. 26-31 under the theme 
of “Earth Resources — To- 
wards Optimal Exploita- 
tion” at the directive of 
Prince Hassan, in a bid ro 
crystallise national land re- 
source management policy 
in the face of future de- 
velopmental challenges. 
This activity will allow a 
logical sequence of interac- 
tions allowing stakeholders 
to express and identify 
socio-economic and en- 
vironemental needs and de- 
velop consensus ."»n land- 
use options; identifying spa- 
tial planning units (i.e. 
national park policy); and 
possibly identifying infras- 
tructural needs at the insti- 
tutional, legislative and 
cadastral levels to further 
ensure agreed-upon land 
uses and long tens manage- 
ment. 

The "Earth Resources” 
week aims at providing 
added incentives for in- 
tegration between all in- 
stitutions dealing with land 
resources in the Kingdom, 
towards a mutual visualisa- 
tion of sustainable and com- 
prehensive development, 
and the introduction of 
sophisticated scientific and 
technological methodolo- 
gies and techniques such as 
multiple goal programming 
as a form of conflict resolu- 
tion for developmental 
dilemmas, with an objective 
approach to bringing peo- 


ple '10 work rogether by 
reaching an integrated de- 
velopmental consensus at 
the national level. The aim 
is to maximise the full parti- 
cipation of both the public 
and the private sector, 
grouping players from key 
institutions involved in land 
resource management. . 

The "Earth Resources" 
week proposes to offer a 
sound approach to setting 
the stage for the four main 
themes that will be covered 
— mineral resources, wa- 
ter, enerey and environ- 
ment, offering scientific 
material and specialised 
case studies under each 
theme, an array of science 
and technology applications 
optimising the utilisation of 
each single resource — or 
its conservation and inter- 
disciplinary case studies 
tackling the four themes 
simultaneously, taking 
them all into consideration 
within a given Situation — 
as in the case of the Jorda- 
nian badia. There will also 
be a final wrap-up panel 
discussion benenttine from 
an overall perspective of 
.the themes. Ail in all, the 
presentations will include 
some 26 scientific papers. 
19 specialised case studies, 
24 scientific and technolo- 
gical applications and five 
mterdisdplinaty case stu- 
dies. There will also be a- 
themaiic exhibition of the 


four themes, parallel to the 
ongoing sessions. This will 
include the data base "Jor- 
dan: Facts and Figures” dis- 
playing socio-economic in- 
dicators spanning the last 
four decades, prepared for 
use during the Middle East 
and North Africa Economic 
Summit, to be held in Am- 
man in October. 

■Through these activities, 
it is hoped to achieve a tour 
de force of base-line data 
and information bringing 
people together to discuss^ 
— each from their own ■ 
perspective — the promo- . 
tion of science and technol- 
ogy techniques and meiho-,1 
dologies to future land re-' : 
source planning and man- 
agement, and executive me- 
asures for the implements- 1 
tion and determination of . 
the roles of the different 
parties concerned. This will , 
set the stage for the interac- ■ 
tion necessary to reach con- 
sensus, acting as a sounding 
board of data review, .be- i 
nefitting the Jordanian , 
position prior to the Econo- ’ 
mic Summit with the identi- 
fication of the vision and 
mission of potential focal 
points for investment, as 
part of an integrated and 
■coordinated national re- 
source management policy, 
fit to -confront the liability 
of choices impacting the fu- 
ture of generations to 
come. 
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aire resumes expulsions 

100,000 Rwanda, Burundi 


refugees flee camps 


‘•OUTSIDE MUGUNGA 
, CAMP. Zaire (R ) — Zairean 
i-vsoldiers expelled more 
roRwacdan and Burundian 
d^refueees on Wednesday 
( while over 100,000 have 
(o escape a forced return 
. 40 a homeland where they 
(m tear death. 

'*'■ ’The fourth day of deporta- 
tions was matched by 
‘‘'stepped up talks in Zaire and 
-‘abroad to end the humanitar- 
.nan crisis likely to become 
c'more acute if thousands of 
j ^refugees run out of food or 
.-{fall sick. 

In Mugunga Camp. hun-. 
,-jdieds of Rwandan refugees 
‘scattered in panic as the first 
"'• Zair ean troops arrived as 
usual at 10 a_m. (0800 
"^GMT) and started grabbing 
'"'‘them. 

if. Hutu refugees who refuse 
tb go home for fear of 
^.reprisals for last year’s 
^genocide in Rwanda fled to 
Tpearby hiUs but scores of 
others, resigned to their fate, 
lined up to be put aboard 
“Trucks and buses before 
being dumped at the border. 

“For Tutsis in Rwanda all 
young people here are 
-killers.” refugee Wiman 
Dcnet said before running 
J |aw ay as a Zairean army 
•teuck approached. “They 


will kill us if we go back.” 

Mugunga, until Saturday 
home for 150,000 refugees 
who fled to Zaire last year, 
includes Hutu refugees sus- 
pected of involvement in last 
year’s genocide of up to a 
milli on Tutsis and moderate 
Hutus by Hutu mili tiamen 
and troops. 

The Zairean deportations 
have prompted an estimated 

25.000 Hutu refugees to flee 
Mugunga and 85,000 to 
leave five camps around the 
town of Uvira to the south. 

UNHCR officials said the 
last camp to empty near 
Uvira was Kajembo. Its 

24.000 refugees escaped to a 
forest when army trucks 
arrived Tuesday. 

U.N. officials said the rate 
of deportations from Uvira 
was dropping because 
refugees were proving hard 
to find. 

A Zairean army delegation 
was due in the Zairean bor- 
der town of Goma Wednes- 
day and it appeared talks 
might focus on the UN. 
refugee agency offering to 
take over repatriation if 
refugees requested it 

Carrol Faubert, special 
envoy of the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR), said the UNHCR 


was receiving signals from 
refugees that they would go 
borne if their return was. vol- 
untary. 

“I- bope things are mov- 
ing,” he told reporters. Talks 
are under way in the ZaireaD 
capital Kinshasa, in Goma, 
in refugee camps near the 
town of Bokavu to the south 
and in the UN. Security 
Council. 

“Everybody is consulting 
with everybody,” be said. - 

A Zairean colonel in 
charge of clearing Mugunga 
said his soldiers were mak- 
ing no distinction between 
former Hutu Rwandan gov- 
ernment troops and civilians 
in the camp when they 
selected those to be dumped 
at the Rwandan border. 

“All we know is that for us 
these people are Rwandans,” ■ 
he told Reuters. 

Some former Rwandan 
soldiers were in a first batch 
of 200 people expelled Sat- 
urday, but few have been 
seen since. 

Zairean troops, accused of 
beating ana robbing 
refugees, expelled a total of 

13,000 Rwandans and 
Burundians by the end of 
Tuesday. UN. officials said 
they had unconfirmed 
reports of soldiers raping 


refugee women. 

UN. officials said they 
expected some refugee lead- 
ers to ask the UNHCR to 
escort them home rather 
than be left to the Zairean 
troops, possibly leading to a 
voluntary repatriation pro- 
gramme. 

Zaire says it is determined 
to expel the refugees until 
the United Nations 
ann ounces their repatriation. 

But at the present rate of 
expulsions it would take the 
Zairean army more than 
seven months to throw out 
the more than one million 
Rwandan refugees and 

70,000 Burundians in east- 
ern Zaire. 

The president of the UN. 
Security Council told Zaire 
on Tuesday to stop the 
expulsions, which are also 
condemned by the United 
States. 




A little Rwandan boy and 
his baby brother atop a 
bicycle look suspiciously at 
Ra wan dan soldiers guard- 
ing the border between 
Zaire and Rwanda after 
having been expelled by 
Zairean soldiers (Renters 
photo) 


India’s Premier jeered at train crash site 


-NEW DELHI (R) — Angry 
•protesters jeered Prime Min- 
ister P.V. Narasimha Rao on 
v/sdresday when he visited 
.the grim site of India’s worst 
■join trash, officials said. 

*' The protesters accused the 
’government of inept relief 
' operations and of suppress- 
ing the death toll from Sun- 
nliy’s crash, in which at least 
,as'n., people died when a 
express ploughed 
i ^hiG'.a.stationacy train at Fer- 
* p&Lk.'Js. 200 teJometres from 
SV.v Delhi, they told 
Fieuters by telephone. 

‘ An irate’ crowd blocked the 
sr.trarce to the Sarojini 
>'ricu hospital and Mr. Rao 
vvas forced to enter through 
a back door to visit about 60 
injured survivors, some in 
critical condition. 

The Press Trust of India 
ffPTI \ said police used clubs 


to disperse protestors who 
shouted slogans against the 
government and claimed the 
administration bad withheld 
information about the num- 
ber of dead. 

Since Sunday's disaster, 
the administration’s official 
death toll has consistently 
been well below the res- 
cuers’ estimate of at least 
350 dead. 

■ Late -on Tuesday the' offi- 
cial toll was 278 dead, but 
Ferozabad civil hospital’s 
chief medical superintendent 
told PTI 299 post-mortem 
examinations had been per- 
formed so far. 

About 175 bodies bad 
been identified and were 
burnt in rows of funeral 
pyres in the open on Tues- 
day, watched by officials 
and thousands of residents. 

Some crushed bodies still 


lay rotting, tangled in the 
debris left by the high-speed 
collision, which occiured 
when an express slammed 
into a stationary train. 

In the Indian capital, the 
lower bouse of parliament 
was forced to adjourn for 
two hours when deputies of 
the opposition Janata Dal 
Party protested that their 
leader had been barred from 9 
making a statement on the 
train disaster. 

Both the opposition and a 
breakaway faction of the rul- 
ing congress party have 
demanded that Mn Rao, who 
took over the railways min- 
istry last week from an ail- 
ing minister, resign. 

Congress rebels said relief 
measures were inadequate 
and even sheets were not 
available to cover mutilated 
bodies. 


A leftist students’ group 
burnt an effigy of Mr. Rao in 
the eastern city of Calcutta 
Tuesday in protest against 
alleged government inaction 
towards rail accidents and 
safety. 

Mr. Rao, who has blamed 
the collision on human error, 
has ordered a probe into the 
accident He announced 
grants of 10,000 rupees 
($320) to families of the 
dead and 5,000 nipees 
($160) to the seriously 
injured 

Mulayam Singh Yadav, the 
former chief minister of 
Uttar Pradesh state, said his 
Samajwadi Party was offer- 
ing 500,000 rupees 
(516,000) relief to victims’ 
families. 

Senior railway officials 
said a signalman, had given 
the second express the green 


signal without checking 
whether the first had left his 
sector. An initial probe has 
blamed the signalman for 
the disaster. He has since 


Taiwan president 
to run for 2nd term 


gone missing. 

Officials also said the 
guard aboard the first train 
had failed to switch on a 
flashing light as a warning 
that his train, forced to halt 
after hitting a cow, was sta- 
tionary. 

India’s previous worst 
train accident was in 1981 
when 270 people were killed 
after a train plunged into the 
Bagraati River in the north- 
ern state of Bihar. 

It was the 'third major train 
accident in India this year. 

There have been at least 30 
serious crashes in the past 
decade. 


TAIPEI (R) — President Lee Teng-Hui announced Wednesday 
his intention to ran for a second term in. Taiwan’s first direct 
presidential elections, drawing swift condemnation from stal- 
warts even within his ruling party. 

“After long and careful consideration I have decided to run," 
Ml Lee told a congress of the ruling Nationalist Party. The 
elections are due in March 1996. 

But despite earlier entreaties from Mr. Lee and several con- 
gress delegates for unity. Nationalist Party vice-chairman HatT 
’ Pei-Tsun'voiced his' imm ediate opposition to Mr. Lee’s bid — ‘ 
raising the spectre of a split in party ranks. 

“The people In power should not hold power for too long," 
Ml Hau told journalists. 

“His term is up,” said Mr. Hau, who added that it would be a 
“prouder contribution" if Mr. Lee were to hand over power 

Mr. Hau. a former prime minister who came to Taiwan from 
China with Cttrang Kai-Shek’s defeated armies in 1949. has 
had long-standing differences with Mr. Lee — Taiwan's first 
native-born president who took office in 1988. 

In a related development, a main rival withdrew his candida- 
cy for the Nationalist Party's nomination, meaning that Ml Lee 
was now running unopposed for the party’s endorsement. 


Majority 
opposes 
Clinton’s 
efforts to 


China releases white 


paper on family planning 






restrict 
tobacco ads 


A picture released by the Indian government Wednesday of Western hostages in Srina- 
gar. From Left to right: Keith Mangan (UK), Donald Hatchings (US), Dirk Hasert (Ger- 
FSfifi?) and Paul WelIs(UK) (Renters photo) 


jbel group releases pictures, 
tape of Kashmir hostages 


[SRINAGAR (AP) — The 


j Indian government Wednes- 
;day released recent pho- 
Jtographs of four Western 
postages being held by 
j Kashmiri separatists and an 
jcjxho cassette tape with the 
fccptives saying they are 
talive and well. 

| The captives all look fit in 
nhe photographs, even 
though the A1 Faran sepa- 
ha 1st group had released 
Jsariier photos showing two 
them wearing Woody 
jbsndages and a statement 
{saying they had been 
•wounded in a battle with 
jSridi&a forces. 

| ice captives — an Ameri- 
can, two Britons and a Ger- 
man — said their pho- 
tographs and interviews 
were taken Friday, five days 
lifter the decapitated body of 
h fifth hostage, Hans Christ- 
ian Ostro, 27, of Oslo, Nor- 
way. was found in a village 


of Kashmir . 

“My name is Donald 
Hutchings. This interview is 
taking place on Aug. 18, 
1995. 1 am fit well and have' 
no problems. Jane, I love 
you.” the American hostage 
said on the tape, which was 
released at a. news confer- 
ence by Indians officials. 

Jane is Mr. Hutchings 
wife, who like other rela- 
tives of the captives, has 
been waiting in New Delhi 
for their release. 

The other three hostages 
gave similar statements on 
the cassette and said they too 
were speaking Aug. 18. 

The kidnappers released a 
group photo of the four 
hostages reading an Urdu- 
newspaper, and four individ- 
ual photos showing them 
holding sheets of paper 
showing the date Aug. 18. 

Last week, government 
officials who have been 


negotiating with the captives 
over the telephone or two- 
way radios nearly every day 
since the kidnappings began 
July 4, asked A1 Faran to 
provide proof that the 
hostages are alive and in 
good health. 

The A1 Faran guerrillas 
have threatened to. kill the 
captives unless India frees 
15 of their jailed comrades, 
a demand India has repeat- 
edly refused to accept. 

Besides Mr. Hutchings, 
42, of Spqkane, Washington, 
the captives include Keith 
Mangan, 33, .of Middles- 
brough, England; Panl 
Wells, 23, of London; and 
Dirk Hasert, 26, -of Erfurt, 
Germany. 

Another American, John 
Childs, escaped from A1 
Faran guerrillas four days 
after being captured. 


NEW YORK (AFP) — A 
majority of Americans 

oppose a significant part of 
President Bill Clinton's 

aggressive campaign against 
tobacco use by teenagers, a 
new poll conducted by a 
major news agency revealed 
Tuesday. 

Fifty-eight per cent of those 
polled were against the pro- 
posed ban on using brand 
names and logos on T-shirts 
or in sporting events, such as 
the Virginia Slims tennis 
tournament, or the Winston 
Cup auto racing contest 

And relatively few, just 40 
per cent of those surveyed 
supported a chief idea behind 
the regulations — that tobac- 
co companies actively use 
promotion and publicity cam- 
paigns in efforts to get young 
people to begin smoking. 

‘The president and the 
FDA (Food and Drug Admin- 
istration) commissioner both 
said vety cleariy and loudly 
that they believe this advertis- 
ing is targeted at kids. Well, 
apparently, the public is not 
ready to buy that assertion,” 
said Walker Merryman, 
spokesman for the Tobacco 
Institute, a pro-tobacco indus- 
try group. 

However, 73 per cent sup- 
port Mr. Clinton’s plan to 
force the tobacco industry to 
spend $150 million dollars 
per year on an advertising 
campaign to * 8 discourage 
smoking by teens. 


BEIJING (Agencies) — 
China Wednesday released a 
white paper on family plan- 
ning, saying “unacceptable” 
human rights criticism of its 
strict policy ignored the 
challenges posed by a popu- 
lation of 1.2 billion people. 

The 17,000-character 
paper entitled “Family Plan- 
ning in China” was released 
by the state council, and car- 
ried in excerpts by Xinhoa 
news agency, just ahead of 
the opening here of the 
Fourth World Conference on 
Women. 

China's controversial 
“one-chilcF policy is expect- 
ed to be the target of attacks 
by some of the 36,000 
women expected in the Chi- 
nese capital for the confer- 
ence’s non-governmental 
■organisation (NGO) forum, 
which begins Aug. 30. 

Arguing that the policy 
was the only way to stop 
growth of China’s massive 
population from bringing 
social, economic and envi- 
ronmental disaster, foe white 
paper accused “some peo- 
ple ' 1 of • “distorting and dis- 
regarding the basic facts.” 

“These people have made 
improper comments on 
China's family pl annin g 
programme, criticising it as 
a violation of human rights 
and denouncing it as inhu- 
mane,” it said, accusing 
them of using the pretext of 
preventing abuse to impose 
foreign values and interfere 
in this country’s internal 
affairs. 

“This is totally unaccept- 
able,” Xinhua quoted foe 
white paper as saying, the 
policy — ‘ implemented 
nationwide since the early 


1980s — limits urban cou- 
ples to just one child, while 
allowing many rural couples 
two children — or even 
three if they belong to cer- 
tain ethnic minority groups 
— at intervals of several 


tion to poverty. 


China says it has -right 
to refiise visas 
for women's conference 


years. 

Failure to comply carries 
fines and other heavy penal- 
ties, including social 
ostracism and foe possible 
dismissal from all-important 
work units that provide 
bousing and welfare for 
many urban citizens. 

The policy has been criti- 
cised internationally amid 
numerous reports of intense 
pressure being put on 
women carrying “out-of- 
plan" children, of involun- 
tary sterilisations and of 
forced abortions — often 
during the final stages of 
pregnancy. 

The white paper acknowl- 
edged only that “the work- 
ing style and service level of 
family planning remain to 
be improved in most rural 
areas, especially in those 
economically underdevel- 
oped ones.” 

Reiterating China's stance 
that human rights was not an 
inflexible universal princi- 
ple but was closely related to 
national conditions, it 
stressed that limiting foe 
number of births was “a duty 
incumbent of every (Chi- 
nese) citizen” for the good 
of the whole nation. 

‘To carry out family plan- 
ning is the correct choice for 
China to ensure human 
rights” it said, adding that 
allowing “indiscriminate 
reproduction ’ 1 would halt 
economic development and 
sentence foe whole popula- 


te another development 
Tuesday, a government 
spokesman said China can 
refuse visas for an upcoming 
international women's meet- 
ings to anyone it views as 
opposed to UN. principles 
or as a security risk. 

The comments by foreign 
ministry spokesman Chen 
Jian come with women’s 
groups complaining that 
thousands of people have 
not gotten visas for foe 
meetings in Beijing. 

Only a “very, very small 
number” of visa applicants 
will be denied, Mr. Chen 
told reporters at a briefing. 

The U:N.-sponsored worid 
conference on women will 
be held Sept. 4-15 in Bei- 
jing. A parallel meeting of 
non-governmental organisa- 
tions that will lobby the con- 
ference . will be held in 

■Huairou, 50 kilometres to 

the north, from Aug 30- 
Sept. 8. b- -ju- 

Critics have said China 
may be trying to delay the 
visa process to limit foe. 
number of participants and 
control the meetings. Some 
groups that want to attend 
support gay rights. Tibetan 
independence from China 
and other issues that normal- 
ly would not be allowed free 
debate in China. 

hZ? l0D£ “ fc® applicants 
have gone through all fo e 
necessary formalities, fop 

visas will be issued expefo 
nously” Mr. Chen said 


The Times for free 
for first time 
in 200-year history 


* I?'.' 


LONDON- (Am. — 
Britain’s oldest daily nation- 
al newspaper, tbeTimes, is 
to be distributed free Thurs- 
day for the first time in its 
200 -year history* 4n a. pro- 
motional move by U.S. 
computing giant Microsoft. 

One and a half million 
copies of foe Tunes will be 
distributed across the coun- 
try free by Microsoft* as part 
of its worldwide promotion- 
al '-ampaig n for *be launch 
of Windows 95. This exer- 
cise will cost it 3t least 
£375,000 ($580,000), 

according to the Guardian 
newspaper. The Times, 
which began its life Jan. 1, ' 
1785, as the Daily Universal 
Register, changing its name 
to the Times in 1788, sells 

650,000 newspapers a day, 
in second place in foe equali- 
ty newspaper market behind 
foe Daily Telegraph, which 
sells over a million. “Effec- 
tively, Microsoft is buying 
up all Thursday’s copies of 
foe Times as they leave foe 
printing plant and distribut- 
ing them", said the Times’s 
Editor Peter Stotbard. , 
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Catnapper gets 
three months 




LONDON (AFP) — An 
estate agent who snatched a 
colleague’s cat and held it 
for £10,000 ($15,000) ran- 
som because. He felt he had 
been short-changed on a 
commission was sentenced 
to three months in jail 
Wednesday. Nigel Bass, 33, 
admitted in Old Bailey hav- 
ing catnapped William, a 
Persian blue, from Ilona 
Szekere’s south London flat 
as a “foolish prank” last 
January after site allegedly 
failed to pay him his share 
of a property sale commis- 
sion. “Bl ackmail in its very 
essence strikes at the vul- 
nerability of the -victim,” 
judge Ami Cumow told Mr. 
Bass. Ms. Szekere, she told 
him, regarded her cats as 
“children” and had suffered 
• “profound anxiety,” because 
of Ms ..actions. “You were 
playing throughout on her 
emotions,” she' said. “She 
was a friend mid colleague 
arid you knew of heir love 
and devotion for her cats, 
especially William.” 


British marrying 
later and enjoying 
it less 


LONDON (AFP) — The IT:'- 
British are marrying later 
and less and divorcing ; 

more, according to govern-. 
ment figures just out The ijl" 
statistics from the Office of . 7 '; 
Population, Censuses and **• - 
Surveys show both men and ^ j • 
women are waiting an aver- ”17 
age of three years longer to ... ' ” 
marry for the first time than • 

they were a decade eadiet V : 
Figures for 1993, the latest ^ 

officially compiled, cott v 

finned earlier assessments * . 

that the number of mar- Ilv 

riages in Britain fell that ”!t 

year to a 50-year low of 
299,000, four per cent down S 6 £ fri * 

from the previous year. Thai ^ 

s 3 ®** year there were 
165,000 divorces, the high- Of) 

est number ever recorded in 
Britain. The average first; ; 

marriage age was 28.2 years . ..'7 
for men, 26.2 for women, ‘ 
compared with 25.7 and 
23-4 respectively a decade 
e «uiier. On foe average* men . 
divorced at age 37 and ' ‘ 

women at 35 in 1993, both -■ 

a bout a year older than in V7. : - 
1983, the figures showed. 

The average length ;of mar? - 
nages ending m divorce was *- •!." - 

?- s years in 1993, 10.1 in 
1983. ; . 


lYij-if,.- 


On nj~ 


Singapore bids for 
new Guinness ! 
aerobics record 


SINGAPORE (AFPj — 

More than 30 ,000 Singa-' 
poreans led by P rime MiniS’v 
^ Cbok Tong wflT 
attempt to break foe tiny 
republic’s own world record 
ror a mass aerobics display*, 
Was reported hoe 
Wednesday. The great Si*,, 
gapore workout on Sunday, 
& ™?rted to surpass 
“.ui 7-strong attendance at: 
JP ^ber 1993 gathering’ 
Mr. Ctoh, which 
R to foe 1995-GnUF 
B°* of Worid 
Kecoitis. The govemmafi 

cJS^y Promotes physir. 
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Six killed in Karachi as 
strike paralyses town 



A cyclist passes a burning car in the i iotace-plagued city of Karachi Wednesday. At least eight vehicles luive been set 
ablaze and six people killed on the firl day of a two-day strike called by the ethnic Muhajir National Movement 
(Reuters photo) 


KARACHI (AfP) — The 
sum of a two-day strike 
called by Karachi's main 
opposition group crippled 
Pakistan’s largest city 
Wednesday and led to a new 
surge in violence with at 
least six people killed, offi- 
cials said. 

Markets, shops, businesses 
and banks pulled down their 
shutters again, and on top of 
(he deaths several people 
were wounded and 15 vehi- 
cles were set alight across 
the city, emergency services 
said. 

Police said five of the lat- 
est six victims were shot by 
snipers. A soldier’s bullet- 
ridden body was also found. 
On Tuesday four bullet-rid- 
den bodies were found and 
snipers killed seven other 
people. 

The Mohnjir Qaunti 
Movement (MQM) called 
the strike and previous simi- 
lar protests have been 
accompanied by increased 
bloodshed. 

The MQM said the protest 
was against alleged killings 
and mass arrests of its sup- 


porters by security forces in 
recent weeks. 

Most of the city was 
deserted with schools and 
colleges also closed. Few 
private cars were on the 
streets. 

The Karachi Stock 
Exchange fKSE) was sus- 
pended because so few bro- 
kers turned up, a senior KSE 
member said. 

Leading brokers said 
anonymous "threats” had 
been received at the 
exchange, warning against 
any commercial activity. 
Repons said factories were 
also hit by a low turnout. 

The worst-troubled areas 
were two MQM strongholds 
— Liaquaiabad and Pir 
Ulahi Bakhsh colony — 
where gun-totting youths 
torched vehicles, firelighters 
said. According to residents 
20 vehicles were burnt. 

The boys lit fires on the 
streets and used cat-and- 
mouse tactics against police, 
witnesses said. 

Despite the heavy 
deployement of paramilitary 
rangers and police in 


armoured vehicles, there 
was heavy firing in many 
pans of the city, witnesses 
said. 

"It is deafening, there are 
bursts of kaiashnikov which 
have been going on for 
hours,*’ one resident report- 
ed by telephone. 

Gunbartles between secu- 
rity forces and militants 
were also reported. 

Tbe MQM, which repre- 
sents Urdu-speaking Moha- 
jir immigrants from India 
since the 1947 partition of 
the sub-continent, is locked 
in confrontation with the 
government of Prime Minis- 
ter Benazir Bhuno. 

The authorities say around 
500 militants, mostly 
belonging to die MQM, 
have been arrested and more 
than 80 alleged terrorists 
killed in recent months. The 
MQM says thousands of 
supporters have been jailed. 

Ms, Bhutto’s government 
blames the MQM for much 
of the bloodshed in Karachi 
where more than 1,300 have 
been killed this year. 

She in turn is accused by 


the group of causing the vio- 
lence by pursuing an anti- 
Mohajir policy and ordering 
a crackdown on MQM fol- 
lowers. 

Tbe government invited ■ 
the MQM to resume peace- 
talks in Karachi Aug. 29 • 
Tuesday. Previous negotia- 
tions were halted late last' 
month. But tbe MQM*s 
strike call was made Tues- 
day. 

In Islamabad, opposition ; 
leader Nawaz Sharif, a for- 
mer prime minister, 
slammed what he called a. 
“vindictive anti-people and. 
ami-national regime.” He 
accused Ms. Bhuno of, 
"pushing the MQM to the 
wall” and alienating the pco- . 
pie of Karachi. 

Pakistani human rights 
activist, Ansar Burney, who 
lives in exile in London, said 
in a statement released by 
his organisation here that the 
government was conducting 
a "ruthless campaign” in the 
city. 


Experts return from survey of 
N. Korean nuclear plant sites 


Tamil rebels kill two soldiers in Sri Lanka 


SEOUL (Agencies) — An 
international team of experts 
returned to Seoul Wednes- 
day after a week in North 
. Korea inspecting possible 
nuclear power plant sites, a 
delegate said. 

‘The team had productive 
talks with our North Korean 
counterparts on technical 
matters,” Director General 

• Kang Yoon-Kwan of the 
office of planning for Light- 
Water Reactor (LWR) pro 
ject said at a press briefing 

r He said the 15-membr 
team had seen a se 
favoured by the north ?0 
kilometres northeast of 
' Pyongyang and close cpbe 
-east coast port of Shinpt 

• The team were also pen 
survey documents of tfc site 
carried out by the frmer 
Soviet Union some years 
ago. he said. 

“We made a fir:-hand 
inspection of the sugested 
site. It was a hilly a:a, five 
to six kilometre’s orrh of 
Shinpo and some free kilo- 

• metres inland fjm the 

• coast,” he said. 

r - The team said iey were 
'taken to a river pven kilo- 
metres from the ite, which 
could be a souce of the 
■cooling water the plant 
■requires. 

“It’s difficult to assess 
whether the suggested site is 
suitable or nc,” he said, 
adding that o inspection 
report will be isued within a 


wee.. 

T.e team was commis- 
sicied by a consortium set 
uf to give the North LWRs 
fr the Korea Peninsula 
Incrgy Development 
Jrganisjiion <kedo) It was 
ied by L’.S. State Depart- 
ment technical advisor. Sol 
Rosen, and others from the 
United States, Japan and 
South Korea. 

Providing two 1,000 
megawatt reactors for the 
Nonh is a pivotal pan of the 
U.S. -North Korea agree- 
ment struck in Geneva last 
year, under which 
Pyongyang agreed to freeze 
its suspected nuclear 
weapons programme. 

Kim Young-Sam accepts 
policial rival’s comeback 

In another development. 
South Korean President Kim 
Young-San: on Wednesday 
met with his archrival, Kim 
Dae-Jung, which observers 
said meant he had shed ear- 
lier reservations and accept- 
ed the political comeback of 
the country’s top opposition 
politician. 

It was the first time in 
three years that the two 
political rivals, both former 
dissidents, had met. 

Their last meeting was 
made during the presidential 
campaign in August 1992. 
which Kim Dae- Jung lost to 
Kim Young-Sam. 


Witless says Simpson 
seemed jovial and upbeat 
on night of murders 


LOS ANCELES (API — 
OJ. Simpon seemed upset 
and depresed at times over 
his divoce from Nicole 
Brown Sinpson in the weeks 
before ner murder, but 
appeared relaxed and happy 
the nigh she died, a friend of 
the forner American football 
star teslfied Tuesday. 

Chrisian Reichardi said 
Mr. Sinpsjn and his ex-wife 
had a reeky, on -again -off- 
again relationship in the 18 
months Mr. Reichardi knew 
them. . 

Mr. Reifciianli. the former 
bovfricnd JJf Ms. Simpson's 
friend Fays Resnick, testified 
that Mr. Simpson called him 
ihe night of June 12. 1994. 
Prosecutors say Mr. Simp- 
son's ex-*ife and her friend 
Ronald Goldman were killed 
about an hour and 15 minutes 
later in 4ont of her home, a 
few mil#; from Mr. Simp- 
son’s estite. 

“He seemed a little bit mere 
relaxed than in the recent 
month. He seemed very 
jovial.*” Mr. Reichardi told 
jurors. 

“Did he seem downcast or 
sad at all during this conver- 
sation?” defense attorney 
Johnnie Cochran Jr. Asked. 

"Not at all." Mr. Reichardi 
said. 

The judge had barred Mr. 


Reichardi from testifying 
about what the defence origi- 
nally wanted him to say: that 
Ms. Resnick had a terrible 
drug problem and stayed fur a 
time with Mr. Simpson before 
the murders. The defence has 
suggested drug hitmen corn- 
mined the killings, possibly 
to send a message to Ms. 
Resnick for failing to pay her 
drug bills. 

Judge Lance liu also 
warned lawyers for both sides 
that he is led up with some 
courtroom antics and again 
threatened :o remove a video 
camera that allows the trial to 
be viewed on television in the 
United Slates and abroad. 

"Attorneys from both sides 
have referred to what other 
people around this country 
may think.” about various 
aspects of the trial. Mr. Ito 
said. That causes me to 
believe that the lawyers are 
pandering to the cameras, and 
that causes me lo believe that 
probably I ought to pull the 
plug tm the cameras. I'm con- 
templating doing that." 

Also Tuesday. Mr. Ito .said 
he will rule next week on 
whether tapes of a screen- 
writer’s interviews with a 
police detective — a key 
prosecution witness — - are 
admissible as evidence. 


The invitation to the presi- 
dential blue house for a 
lunch with some 20 oihcr 
politicians and senior citi- 
zens was readily accepted 
by Kim Dac-Jung, who 
seeks to raise his profile 
after forming his own politi- 
cal party, the New Congress. 

Local television showed a 
smiling Kirn Young-Sam 
shaking hands with a hall- 
.smiling Kim Dae-Jung in 
the reception line. 

Both the Blue House and 
Kim Dae-Jung dismissed the 
significance of the get- 
together. but it was banjt^r- 
headlined by local news' 
media, which saw it as Kim 
Young-Sam’s acceptance of 
Kim Dac-Jung as his oppo- 
sition counterpart. 

Kim Young-Sam’s efforts 
to prevent Kim Dae-Jung 
from milking a political 
comeback collapsed under a 
strong showing by the oppo- 
sition in local elections last 
June. 

Kim Dae-Jung had retired 
from politics after losing to 
Kim Young-Sam in the 1992 
election. 

The June local polls 
dimmed the prospects of the 
ruling camp in national 
assembly elections in April 
of next year and in the 1997 
presidential election, in 
which Kim Dae-Jung is 
expected to make his fourth 
try for the presidency. 

American 
freed in 
Colombia 
after 

1 1 -month 
captivity 

BOGOTA (AFP) — An 
American held hostage by 
leftist rebels was freed near 
Cali. Colombia and is in 
good health after 1 1 
months’ captivity, police 
said Wednesday. 

Thomas Hargrove, 50, 
turned up at a police station 
south of Cali Tuesday night, 
ending an ordeal that began 
Sept. 23. 1994 when he was 
kidnapped by the Revolu- 
tionary Armed Forces of 
Colombia (FARC). 

The Texan was undergo- 
ing a medical examination 
at a Cali clinic. 

Mr. Hargrove was head of 
public relations for the 
International Centre for 
Tropical Agriculture, an 
international institute that 
does agricultural research 
benetiiring less-developed 
countries. 

After the kidnapping, the 
centre vowed to continue its 
activities in the country and 
asked the government for 
protection of its remaining 
179 foreign workers. 


COLOMBO { Agencies) 
— Tamil tiger guerrillas 
killed two soldiers and a 
civilian and lost at least one 
of their own men in separate 
incidents in northeast Sri 
Lanka, military officials said 
Wednesday. 

Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) guerrillas 
attacked an army patrol in 
Pandirtirippu in the rebel- 
controlled northern Jaffna 
peninsula on Tuesday. A 
military spokesman said two 
soldiers were killed and 
three wounded. 

Security forces killed or 
wounded six LTTE mili- 
tants, the spokesman sa id. 

On the same day LTTE 
rebels killed a civilian -and 
wounded another in eastern 
BatticaJoa district while in 
neigbouring Akkaraipattu, 


militants blew up a tele- 
phone exchange. the 
spokesman said. 

Die violence came as the 
military concluded a limited 
offensive code named “Drag- 
on Fire" elsewhere in the 
Jaffna peninsula, leaving 
one soldier and three rebels 
dead. 

Troops als o des troyed an 
abandoned LTTE ordnance 
f actor y during the swoop on 
LTTE territory. The military 
claimed troops had 
advanced into rebel-held 
areas but did not give 
details. 

The LTTE is fighting for a 
separate state for Sri Lanka's 
two million Tamil communi- 
ty. More than 50,000 people 
have been killed in the pro- 
tracted ethnic conflict. 


Sinhalese radicals 
oppose peace plan 

On Tuesday. Hundreds of 
Sinhalese radicals demon- 
strated Tuesday against the 
government’s peace package 
aimed at ending the 1 2-year 
ethnic conflict. 

“Throw away the govern- 
ment proposals that divide 
the country,” chanted the 
protestors, including Bud- 
dhist monks. They waved 
placards and shouted anti- 
govemtnem slogans in a 
Colombo suburb disrupting 
peak hour traffic. 

Buddhist organisations 
and monks, who traditional- 
ly champion the Sinhalese 
causes, are io the forefront 
opposing the .government 
package which offers wide 
autonomy to eight regional 


administrations. Tamil 
rebels also have rejected the 
plan. 

In another development, 
tbe government’s agent in 
rebel-controlled northern Sri 
Lanka said that thousands of 
people were facing food 
shortages in Jaffna peninsu- 
la. 

“The government should 
resolve a dispute with the 
Red Cross over escorting 
food ships to the peninsula,” 
said K. Ponnambalam, the 
government agent, in a letter 
to President Chandrika 
kumaratunga. 

The International Commit- 
tee of die Red Cross pulled 
out last month when the 
rebels ended their assurance 
not to attack the vessels. 

The guerrillas objected to 


the ships unloading part of 
their cargo at government, 
port at Kankesan ih urai . 

They claim that the food is 
being used by the military. 

The Red Cross says that it . 
would escort ships that, 
unload food only at a rebel- 
held port and skip Kanke- 
santhurai port. The govern- 
ment has turned down the 
ICRC suggestion. 

Food supplies have not. 
reached rebel-held areas . 
since the military launched, 
its biggest offensive last 
month. 

A government embargo on. 
several items has left Jaffna, 
peninsula a dilapidated war. 
zone. Few people have fuel, 
electricity, radios and can- 
dles. 


Burma’s Karen rebels Half of northern Irish fear 
to begin peace talks new IRA campaign — poll 


BANGKOK (Agencies) — 
Leaders of Burma’s Karen 
National Union (KNU), one 
of the world’s oldest rebel 
groups, will hold preUxni- 
naiy ceasefire talks with the 
ruling military government 
next week, guerrilla sources 
said on Wednesday. 

KNU leader General Bo 
Mya would lead a five-man 
delegation to Pa-an, the cap- 
ital of southeastern Burma’s 
Karen state, to meet repre- 
sentatives of the ruling State 
Law and Order Restoration 
Council (SLORC), a senior 
Karen source told Reuters. 

A Thai security official 
confirmed the meeting. 

“The tentative date of the 
meeting has been set for 
Aug. 28-29. The chief of Pa- 
an military intelligence will 
lead the SLORC delega- 
tion,” the Thai National 
Security Council official 
said. 

The Thai official said it 
was not clear if the KNU 
delegation would be led by 
Bo Mya or another senior 
guerrilla commander. Gen- 
eral Maung Maung. 

A ceasefire was expected 
to be agreed by October, the 
Thai official said. 

The KNU has been fight- 
ing Rangoon for greater 
autonomy since 194 9. one 
year after Burma gained 
independence from Britain. 

The opening of peace talks 
with the SLORC comes 
alter the guerrillas suffered a 
serious set-back earlier this 
year when Rangoon forces 
captured a large part of their 
zone of control in southeast- 
ern Burma, including (heir 
headaquarters at Maner- 
pluw. 

The KNU is one of ihe last 
guerrilla armies still at war 
with the SLORC. 

Since 1989, (he SLORC 
has agreed ceasefires with 
more than a dozen other eth- 
nic minority guerrilla forces. 

The KNU had always 
insisted that any talks with 
the SLORC include discus- 
sion of their political 


demands for greater autono- 
my within a federal system. 

The SLORC has always 
ruled out any discussion of 
political issues, saying 
ceasefires must come first. 

Guerrilla sources say some 
of the groups which have 
signed ceasefires have 
become frustrated with their 
subsequent treatment by 
military authorities. 

A March ceasefire 
between the SLORC and the 
small Karenni guerrilla 
force from eastern Burma 
collapsed in June. 

Burma’s warlord 
ready to retire 

Opium warlord Khun Sa 
has said that he would be 
ready to step down as the 
head of his Mong Tai Army 
(MTA) and hand areas under 
his control over to interna- 
tional organisations, a report 
said Wednesday. 

“1 hereby declare our will- 
ingness to drop our weapons 
and hand over die areas We 
now control to one of the 
international organisations, 
either the U.N. or the EU," 
the Bangkok Post quoted 
him as saying in an inter- 
view. 

His multi-ethnic MTA 
controls much of the world's 
opium production in the 
golden triangle, according to 
international drug agencies. 

The warlord told the Post 
he was unwilling to step 
aside for intervention by 
members of the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN), citing ASEAN's 
policy of constructive 
engagement with the junta 
in Rangoon. 

He said areas under his 
control could be trans- 
formed into a narcotics-free 
zone, adding that the 
restoration of democracy to 
Burma would help solve the 
country’s drug problems. 

He gave no further details 
and did not acknowledge 
any involvement in the drug 
trade. 


BELFAST (R) — Almost 
half the people of Northern 
Ireland fear that the IRA will 
resume its guerrilla war 
against British rule one year 
alter it declared a ceasefire, 
according to a poll pub- 
lished on Wednesday. 

It showed that 46 per cent 
of people polled feared a 
resumption of violence 
against a background of a 
deadlocked Anglo-Irish 
peace initiative. 

Most respondents in the 
poll, carried out by the Irish 
News, said they also feared 
that Protestant Loyalists 
would also resume a guerril- 
la war which they baited 
with a truce last October to 
match the IRA gesture. 

The poll was published 
days before the first anniver- 
sary on SepL 1 of tbe truce 
called by the Irish Republi- 
can Army to get is political 
wing, Sinn Fein, inviied to 
new talks to find a lasting 


settlement to the Northern 
Ireland conflict. 

Gerry Adams, president of 
Sinn Fein, has repeatedly 
warned that there could be 
renewed conflict if the 
diplomatic stalemate over 
new all-party talks was not 
broken soon. 

British and Irish officials 
were working this week on 
new proposals which they 
hoped would reinforce 
Northern Ireland’s year-long 
peace and get the negotiat- 
ing process moving. 

Efforts to convene ah- 
pany talks are at a standstill 
over Britain's demand that 
the IRA and Loyalist guer- 
rillas first start handing over 
their weapons. 

Sinn Fein says the IRA 
will not hand over a single 
gun and wants the weapons 
issue to be resolved in all- 
parrv talks. 

Tbe first part of the poll, 
which was published on 


Tuesday, showed that 65 per 
cent of people backed 
theBritish demand but that 
half of Catholics, from 
which Sinn Fein draws sup* 
port, were against it. 

The Anglo-Irish proposals 
are expected to include 
efforts to hurdle the arms . 
obstacle perhaps by refer-, 
ring it to an international 
commission to oversee . 
weapons decommissioning. 

There is also speculation 
that Britain could ease its 
refusal to free close to 1,000 
IRA and Loyalist prisoners 
by announcing new guide- 
lines on parole and remis- 
sion. 

The poll in the news, 
which is seen as an Irish 
Nationalist newspaper, said 
one in three people backed 
early release for prisoners to 
reinforce peace. 


Indonesia minister seeks to 
douse anger over flag burning 


JAKARTA (.AFP)— 
Indonesian Defence Minis- 
ter Edi Sudrajat has joined 
official attempts to calm 
domestic anger over 
demonstrations in Australia 
at which the national flag 
was burned, reports said 
Wednesday. 

Mr. Sudrajat said the acri- 
monious' reactions in 
Indonesia only benefited 
those who warned to jeop- 
ardise Jakarta-Canberra 
ties. 

“Don’t get carried away 
by emotion because if that 
is the case, it will only 
please those who are anti- 
integration." the Kompas 
daily quoted the minister as 
saying. 

Indonesian officials have 
blamed East Timorese 
exiled in Australia for the 


burning of Indonesian flags 
during protests in several 
Australian cities. 

In response, Indonesian 
youths have picketed the 
Australian embassy in 
Jakarta. In one demonstra- 
tion. protesters burned Aus- 
tralian flags and forced 
their way into the embassy 
compound. 

“We should react to mat- 
ters such as these, in a pro- 
portionate way,” Mr. Sudra- 
jat said. He added that a 
protest had been made to 
the Australian embassy and 
that Canberra bad been 
asked to prevent similar 
protests. 

The Indonesian military 
called on the public not to 
overreact Tuesday, with 
armed forces chief 
spokesman Brigadier Gen- 


eral Suwamo Adiwijoyo 
also saying ties with Aus- 
tralia could be harmed. 

Indonesian flags have 
also been set alight in New 
Zealand, Spain and the 
Philippine but Jakarta 
demonstrations have only 
taken place at the Aus- 
tralian and Philippine 
embassies. 

The Indonesian Importers 
Association has, however, 
threatened to halt its trade 
with Australia next month 
if Canberra did not expel 
the East Timorese behind 
the flag burnings. 

Indonesia annexed the 
former Portuguese colony 
of East Timor in 1976 but 
the United Nations still 
considers Lisbon as the 
legal administrator. 
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For the sake 
of many 


RIGHT FROM the moment the Bagh- 
dad regime plunged its forces into 
Kuwait in Aug. 1990., Jordan made all 
possible efforts to spare the Iraqi peo- 
ple the consequences of their leader- 
ship’s blunder. In the beginning, the 
Jordanian leadership sought an Arab 
solution that would ensure Iraq’s with- 
drawal from Kuwait and save the Iraqi 
army, people and leadership from the 
humiliating defeat in the battlefield 
and the biting and bitter sanctions that 
followed. At the height of the 1990 cri- 
sis many pope sought to convince the 
Iraqi leadership theatre it had miscal- 
culated. But the Iraqi regime shut its 
eyes and ears to all genuine advice and 
goodwill. 

Now that the Iraqi regime has reached 
dead-end, and now that the whole 
world, especially the Arab World, has 
realised how ill-intentioned that regime 
has become, Jordan cannot continue to 
ignore the facts and keep silent The 
nature of that regime, its violations of 
ts people’s human rights and its 
amassing of all kinds of weapons of 
mass-destruction are frightening. 

Not only did that regime miscalculate 
before, during and after its invasion of 
Kuwait, it still cannot fathom the 
nature of today’s world order or the 
extent of the determination of the 
world community to put an end to its 
practices both internally and external- 

iy- 

Without ignoring the intentions of the 
big powers, and the enemies of the 
nation, the handling of the Iraqi regime 
of the crisis has so far wrought havoc 
on Iraq and the Arab Nation it claims 
it is defending. The country itself has 
effectively become divided into three 
parts. The Iraqi people are being 
reduced into living in a pre-industrial, 
pre-tivilised world. And the Arab 
Nation that the Iraqi leadership aspires 
to lead has been shattered and frag- 
mented as a result of the invasion of 
Kuwait 


Jordan has no ambition in Iraq or in 
any part of Arab lands, be they near or 
far. But Jordan has a vision, as His 
Majesty King Hussein said last night 
Jordan wants to see an Iraq and an 
Arab Nation that are free, an Arab 
people that live in dignity, and a region 
that enjoys peace free from all fears of 
repression, war and the devastation 
that mass-destruction weapons might 
bring. 

It is time that the Iraqi leadership 
realised that what it did and is doing is 
neither in the interest of Iraq, nor the 
Iraqi people, nor the Arab Nation. Iraq 
has been reduced to a status unbefit- 
ting of a country of its size and wealth. 
It is high time that the Iraqi leadership 
complied with the dictates of the inter- 
national community and brought Iraq 
back into the community of civilised 
nations. 


The View from 
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Not sunset, but an afternoon 



WHILE SOME people look forward to retirement with a 
great deal of eagerness and enthusiasm, many dread it. For 
most people, the years of retirement are extremely 
anti-climactic, disappointing, traumatic and perhaps even 
killing (in the literal and metaphoric sense of the term). 
Clearly, efforts must be exerted, individually as well as 
collectively, to make the said years more pleasant, fruitful 
and worth living. 

For a number of people, retirement is not a problem. 
■The reasons here vary. Some (particularly those who retire 
fairly late in life) are without regrets of any sort. They 
enjoy having time for themselves, their friends and their 
family; all they seek is peace and qniet, the respect and love 
of those around them , and (as they say) God's “mercy” and 
“blessings.'' Others in fact plan to retire. They have in 
mind to pursue a different line of work, establish their own 
business or devote themselves to a certain activity or a 
personal “whim” of some sort. Other people (the “luckier' ' 
ones) have jobs or positions ready for them, jobs and 
positions which are as rewarding, fill and ally and morally, 
as the jobs or positions they are leaving behind — if not in 
fact more rewarding. This category indudes high-ranking 
officials of all kinds, influential people and people who 
have access to influence. Some of them are sought because 
they are highly competent and qualified, but many of them 
are not necessarily sought for this reason. 

The majority, however, find themselves (in the sup- 
posedly glorious days of peace and quiet) “resting” more 
than they need to rest, taking it “easy" more than they 
need to take it easy and having more time than they know 
what to do with. 

Add the following two factors to this pretty picture. 
While a few people retire at a relatively advanced age, most 
retire young. I know many people who have retired, from 
some ministries and the armed forces, in their late thirties 
and early forties. I do not have the statistics with me right 
this minute, but 1 am one hundred per cent sore their number is 
quite sub-stantial, if not alarming. Most people retire 
between the ages of 45 and 60. Few people retire after 60 or 
65. 

Take into account here also the sad fact that most people 
in our society do not have serious hobbies or activities to 
pursue, before they retire and after. How many people 
(and let’s make an exception here for the few fortunate 


individuals and neighbourhoods) play piano, guitar, violin, 
bagpipe, pipe, flute or any other instrument? How many go 
to musical concerts? How many read books or magazines 
devotedly or even half-devotedly? How many are part of a 
reading or discussion group? How many take part in a 
community activity? How many hike, jog, swim or play 
sports? The vast majority of people in the so-called 
“popular” areas and small towns and villages (which 
constitute 80 per cent of our society) spend their day (in the 
exciting years of retirement) drinking tea and coffee or 
smoking, on the sidewalk, in the veranda or in the living 
room in front of the television. 

Retirement is a big problem for many people. First of all, 
it is a psychological trauma for the person himself. How 
does It feel to be useless and unneeded, professionally that 
is? How does it feel to be unproductive? Unappreciated? 
Unappreciative of one’s self? The negative thoughts and 
feelings (and one obviously has all the time in the world to 
flunk and feel; what else can one do?) can be extremely 
damaging to an aging person. 

Secondly, it is also often a psychological trauma for the 
rest of the family. Family members do not particularly like 
to see their father (and in some cases the mother or elder 
brother or gandfather) suffering before their eyes. But the 
retired parent may start, and this is what often happens, to 
interfere with the Lives of the family members more than 
he/she should, taking out his/her frustrations on them and 
picking fights with them. (Of course there are exceptions). 
The wed-being of many families and the fate or many 
marriages are greatly threatened as a result of retirement. 

One can think of many solutions to the problem, or at 
least suggestions and ways to alleviate the trauma. Ideally, 
of course, people ought to have the opportunity to keep 
their jobs for longer periods, especially those who are 
asked to retire early. But knowing the unemployment 
situation we are going through .(those who retire often 
make room for younger people without work) and knowing 
the various rules and systems we have, it seems silly to 
suggest the prolonging of service. If early retirement seems 
to be inevitable then, the following suggestions may help, 
especially for those who are unable to find work. 

The first thing we ought to do is to prepare people for 
retirement (pathologically and mentally) and to help them 
cope with it once it comes. A great many people who retire. 


tur 


• tnnur what they are getting, into. Generally, 
SaS! certain problems, or even 

s0 ?f V Certain oroblems will be staring us in the 

'S we ^llnot even P ha« the sense (sop^cati™? 
■ ° wi confront them. We, individuals and insn tn- 

■aiike bury our heads in the sand and pretend 
rhine with the world. We, incfaviduals and 

ttions, 'should recognise that retirenumt is a problem 
nen counsel people on how to deal with it. How is one 
to cknductone’s self in one’s family? How can on e stop 
beinl selfish and pathetic? How can one develop certain 
eoodhabits, activities, interests? How to cope with tune. 
Peope need advice and coun celling. For this purpose, we 
needkj create a certain forum (within our own institutions 
or inSependent of them) whose aim is to deal with 
retirement as a problem and to make advice and informa- 
tion available to those who plan to retire or those who 
have. And since people would be wo shy or 
in tmri dAed to approach the forum, the forum must find 
ways oftepproaching them. , , 

We sbVuld make use of the concept of volunteer work, 
much mot so than we are doing. Many retired individuals 
make perfect candidates for voluntary work. For one thing, 1 
many of uem have valuable ’ experience which they are 
more thanteager to contribute. For another, many of them 
can be trailed to do things they do not know much about. 
Furtbennofe, many of them will be content with a symbolic 
salary or efen work for free. 

Many retired persons can work on advisory committees 
or be part o\a group entrusted with a certain task. I beard 
on Americaitelevision the other day an announcement by 
a private firm seeking the expertise of retired executives in 
advising somlpeople on setting up small businesses. Many 
of our instituipns, public and private, could do something 
similar. We cjuld seek the help of retired civil servants, 
teachers, mflit&y officers, etc. We may not be able to to. 
get the respona we want at the beginning, for the concept 
of voluntary wok has not yet sunk in most of our minds, 
but as time goespy, and with enthusiasm and devotion to 
make it work. 

re is life in retirement, but people need 
jt, cope with its challenges and learn to 
-ement is not sunset (as our society 


the idea, we 
I believe that 
to be helped to 
appreciate it. 


seems to view it);\t is a long summer afternoon. 


The era of Japan Inc is over 


TOKYO — The 50th 
anniversary of the end of 
the World War II finds the 
Japanese in an unusually 
troubled and self- 
questioning mood. For 1995 
has truly been an annus 
honibilis. In all sorts of 
ways, the myths that have 
sustained Japan through the 
post-war decades have been 
coming apart at the seams. 

It started on the morning 
of Jan. 17 when in a few 
shuddering seconds the cen- 
tre ■of Kobe was turned into' 1 
a rubble^strewn Wasteland. 
The human cost — 5,000 
dead and 40,000 homeless 
right in the heart of one of 
the world’s richest rides — 
was traumatic enough. The 
shock was compounded by 
what was revealed about 
rhe reliability of the author- 
ities. All the elaborate dis- 
aster drills and failsafe pro- 
cedures were shown to be 
useless. Residents were left 
to dig the dead and wound- 
ed out of the debris un- 
aided; fires blazed un- 
heeded due to the fire bri- 
gade’s inability to obtain 
any water. 

An even more shocking 
event followed — the 
nerve-gas attack on the 
Tokyo underground. The 
subsequent revelation ab- 
out tne schemes of cult- 
f leader Shoko Asahara. a 
figure who could have step- 
ped out of the pages of the 
weirdest “manga" comic- 
book, knocked giant holes 
the myth of the safe, well- 
governed society. It is 
possible that the police real- 
ly had no idea what was 
happening? If not, they 
were incompetent. If they 
did, they were hugely irres- 
ponsible in allowing it to 
continue. 

Economic policymakers 
have fared no better. A 
series of grave misjudge- 
ments has brought the most 
dynamic economy of the 
post-war era to the closest 
condition to a debt defla- 
tion that the world has seen 
for 60 years. Zero growth, 
collapsing asset markets, a 
banking system rotten with 
debt — the obvious prob- 
lems are unwelcome 
enough. The more disturb- 
ing feature has been the 
government's inability to 
master a situation which, 
given Japan's capital re- 
sources, should be by no 
means beyond solution. 
Again, the weakness of a 
system based not on rules 
but on the exercise of 
bureaucratic discretion has 
been made manifest. 

Hie protracted economic 
slump is having significant 
side-effects. Intense press- 
ure to cut costs in forcing 
changes in Japan's post-war 
corporate culture. When 
the growth machine stops, 
lifetime employment and 
seniority pay become un- 
affordable. When the stock 
market collapses, the prac- 
tice of companies “cross- 
holding" each other's 
shares become a recipe for 


A 50-year quest to excel has 
succeeded — too well. Peter 
Tasker surveys a 
disconcerting future 


disaster. When large 
. chunk&of manufacturing in- 
. duscry move off-shore — a 
process which has only just 
begun — the keiretsu net- 
work of supplier and sub- 
contractors has to be cut 
away at some point. 

All this- will have far- 
reaching social implica- 
tions. Through thejifetime- 
empioyment system work- 
ers have allowed them- 
selves to be exploited in 
terms of working conditions 
in return for long-term 
security. Similarly, small 
companies have allowed 
themselves to be dominated 
by large companies in re- 
turn for stable business re- 
lations. Sacrifice in return 
for risk-sharing «— that is 
the grand bargain at the 
heart of Japanese-style 
capitalism and the impress- 
ive social cohesion it has 
fostered. As the pre-war 
record shows, there is no- 
thing culturally determined 
about Japanese social sta- 
bility. 

The current slide down 
the GNP growth table is 
profoundly disorienting for 
a nation that has defined 
itself almost exclusively in 
terms of economic success. 
-The path Japan has taken 
over the past 50 years was 
mapped out by Japan's 
greatest post-war prime 
minister, Shigeru Yoshida. 
According to the “Yoshida 
doctrine,” Japan could re- 
turn to the first rank of 
nations only by concentrat- 
ing all its efforts on econo- 
mic development. It would 
provide forward bases that 
would allow the U.S. milit- 
ary to dominate the Pacific. 
In return, it would receive 
free protection and open 
markets. At home politics 
would be dominated by the 
one-party rule of the Liber- 
al Democrat Patty, which 
was set up in 1955 with the 
help of CIA funding. 

Real power, however, 
would remain in the hands 
of the bureaucracy. Exports 
would be prioritised, con- 
sumption repressed and 
foreign competition kept 
out of strategic sectors until 
it was too late to make a 
difference. Industry would 
be organised hierarchically, 
and company unions en- 
couraged in the place of 
trade unions. 

It worked like a dream. 
Starting with the stimulus of 
Korean War demand, the 
Japanese economy took off 
on a super-charged recon- 
struction boom. Inflation 
and labour militancy — 
both serious problems in 


the immediate post-wax, 
years — were ruthlessly' 
• quelled, and the’ left-wing 
opposition margifialised. 
Self-Defence Forces were 
set up, in apparent defiance 
of the Peace Constitution, 
but America's nuclear 
umbrella provided all the 
protection anyone needed. 

The Tokyo' Olympics in 
1964 marked Japan’s return 
to international respectabil- 
ity. In the same year Japan 
sloughed off the official 
classification of “develop- 
ing nation’’ and was 
accepted into the OECD. 
Since then the factories 
have poured out an ever 
more sophisticated range of 
goods, incomes have soared 
and Japan's great com- 
panies have become leading 
players in the global eco- 
nomy. 

So the psychological 
effect of the current slump 
runs deep. Over the years, 
Japan has grown accus- 
tomed to its industrial 
strategies being criticised, 
feared, admired and im- 
itated. In the hubrisric 
eighties, Japanese intellec- 
tuals even talked of a “re- 
verse Marshall Plan” 
through which Japan would 
bail out that economic 
basket-case the United 
States. 

Indeed, from the other 
side of the Pacific, the situa- 
tion looked threatening. 
Japanese companies were 
dominating key hi-tech in- 
dustries and snapping up 
trophy assets such as Col- 
umbia Pictures and the 
Rockefeller Centre. An in- 
fluential group of Washing- 
ton insiders was suggesting 
that American policy 
should be geared towards 
the “containment" of 
Japanese industrial power 
— a deliberate echo of 
Dulles-era cold war rhetor- 


ic. 


Unlike the original “evil 
empire,” the industrial ver- 
sion is still alive and kick- 
ing. But containment is no 
longer necessary. The tro- 
phy assets are being sold off 
at knock-down prices and 
Japanese companies are 
struggling to keep up in new 
growth areas such as multi- 
media and PC networking. 
While nobody was looking, 
the Japanese have done an 
excellent job of containing 
themselves. 

The Americans, howev- 
er, are unrelenting. Trade 
frictions appear to be end- 
less and both liberal Demo- 
crats and right-wing isola- 
tionists have been question- 
ing the value of the U.S.- 


Japan Security Treaty, the 
bulwark of Japan's entire 
post-war foreign policy. 
Popular sentiment is re- 
flected in the success of 
Japan-bashing best-sellers 
such as Michael Crichton's 
Rising Sun and Tom Clan- 
cy's Debt of Honour. 

The eruption of bitter- 
ness about Japan's actions 
half a century ago can be 
seen in much the same 
r “ terms.. Simply put. die West 
" ' "nofonger needs Japan as an 
ally in the 'fight' against 
Communism. Conflicts 
whether about closed mar- 
kets or the treatment of 
PoWs and "comfort 
women.” can .be brought 
out into the open. 

From the Japanese point 
of view, the natural re- 
sponse would seem to be a 
shift away from reliance on 
the West to an Asia- 
oriented strategy. Indeed, 
since the Meiji Restoration 
in 1873. Japanese intellec- 
tuals have veered between 
pro-Western and pan-Asian 
yearnings. The last swing to 
pan-Asian ism supplied the 
ideological impetus to the 
Pacific War. Another such 
swing could have unfavour- 
able consequences for all 
concerned. For this time 
there is competition within 
Asia itself. Another super- 
power already exists, 
nuclear-armed, increasingly 
powerful in economic 
terms, and as unpredictable 
and touchily nationalistic as 
Japan was on its own em- 
ergence on to the world 
stage. In the 21st century 
pan-Asianism will be a 
high-risk strategy. 

Japan's long march — 
which began not with 
Yoshida but with the Meiji 
Restoration itself — 
reached its goal in the eight- 
ies. In wealth and Technolo- 
gy, Japan had finally caught 
up with the leading coun- 
tries of the West. The first 
attempt ended in disaster 50 
years ago. The second 
achieved everything that 
Yoshida could have hoped 
for.jYet in some ways his 
visiqn may have been too 
successful for Japan’s own 
good. The Japan Inc system 
became too powerful, too 
rigid. In retrospect, the eli- 
mination of politics as a 
creative force in society 
now looks like a fatal flaw. 

The premises on which 
the system was built — 
American goodwill, an im- 
mature, fast-growing eco- 
nomy, bureaucratic wisdom 
— are crumbling away, but 
Japan's natural powers of 
adaptation seem to have 
atrophied. No doubt time 
will restore them, but this 
phase of political and 
psychological restructuring 
has many more years to 
run. 


Algeria 




own 


The writer is an analyst and 
author. His novel. ‘Sihnt 
Thunder’, is published by 
Orion. The above article is 
reprinted from The Inde- 
pendent. 


PARIS (R) — Algeria's 
army-backed government 
and its Muslim fun- 
damentalist foes are set for 
a military and political 
showdown after the author- 
ities announced Nov. 16,as 
tlie 'date ' for 4 controversial' 
■presidential elections. ■ . - : 
'- 'There has already been 
an upsurge of violence in 
the North African country 
in recent weeks after the 
government pressed ahead 
with plans to hold the polls 
following the failure of 
negotiations with fun- 
damentalist leaders earlier 
this year. 

An estimated 40,000 peo- 
ple have been killed in 
more than three years of 
civil strife which started af- 
ter the government in Janu- 
ary 1992 cancelled elections 
the Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS), the main Muslim 
militant group, was poised 
to win. 

But many fear the worst 
is yet to come. 

“One would be out of his 
mind not to expect more 
killings in the months 
ahead,” an Algiers-based 
diplomat said. 

“It will be difficult to 
mobilise people and politi- 
cians around the poll drive 
and at the same time hold 
talks. The dialogue is the 
first casualty of the elec- 
tion,” he said. 

Political analysts in 
Algiers say the Muslim re- 
bels are already taking part 
in a tug-of-war over the 
polls by stepping up theiT 
attacks to deter people 
from going to cast ballots. 

“As the presidential elec- 
tion nears, the terrorist 
groups are increasing 
attacks, especially through 
over-using of bombings," 
the most influential news- 
paper, El Watan, com- 
mented. 

A spokesman for Presi- 
dent Lamine Zeroual 
announced on Friday that 
presidential elections would 
be held on Nov. 16 and the 
United Nations, the Arab 
League and the Organisa- 
tion of African Unity had 
been asked to oversee the 
polls. 

But HS vowed to stop 
the vote and said the. au- 
thorises were trying to win 
legitimacy by force. 

Frol?* t ,amic Salvation 
Front refuses point blank 
these elections as they are 
proposed by the putsch! 

the outlawed^ group 
said m a statement signed 
by one of its spokesman 

Anwar Haddam, fr om his 

eX M “Washington. 

T ?! ddam told the 
Times of London i n an £,! 

terview published SaturdTv 

SSL 1 !?. rel * ,s w <>uld not 


aJ, 'TheT ,I r°go" he ^ 

The freedom fighter 





will not allow an election," 
he said. 

Only hours before the 
lections date was 
mounced, two car bombs 
iloded near .a heavily 
rded. residential conn 
. nd for. senior officials 
olside' Algers.; TdlUfig a 

m : 

.ore than 30. peopl< 
hai died in similar bomb 
att*s since July in andf 
aroud Algiers, according 
to nWspaper reports 

Injis statement, Mr. 
Hadcfen warned “against 
any lrempt to interna 
tiorialfe the Algerian crisis 
and . a |i nst any form of 
foreignVieddling in internal 
Algeria! affairs." 

He sid the authorities 
.“have ioposed to hold 
president} elections only 
ydth thelaim of winning 
internal tgitimacy which 
will enalfe them to get 
more finafejal and military 
support frdi abroad to pur- 
sue teirorang the people 
and blockin its liberation 
and prospefey. 

Mr. Zerofei has said the 
elections praride a chance 
for peace tht could open 
an era of daiocracy, de- 
veloping and bctal justice 
* , COui vy's main 
Arabic-languafe pape* A1 
Khabar wrote iat the play- 
ers in the civil srife “will all 
take part in thefejections in 
their own ways, hie politic- 
al parties displawieir views 
to Zeroual, the government 
prepares confer Aces over 
the polls while S e armed 
groups sign the Wave of 
railing.” 

Some diplomats 
doubted an electL 
dent would bring 
change expected bT’Alge 
nans, and commentators 
were sceptical abolt the 
government’s abibtylto en- 
sure security for ^voters in 
time for the polij -T 

'Local official reports 
rame once again- A remind 
those who try toiforeet the 
Algerian daily lVe. These* 
reports show that several: 
problems still remain in 1 
some regions likejsecurity^ 
transport and coitimunica- 
Jions means,” tie daily' 
Liberte said. 

and dblotnats 
Mid the government had 
lied so far to wicjbn sup- 
port for the election.. Only 
eaders of small groups and 
po uical figures close to the 
Hilary had voted sup- 
port. 

Jana’s other 'main* 
'm?° S , ll u 0n firoupsi indud- 
tJJL th f former! ruling 
anJ°H? Libe ration Front 
FVo J he . S°dalist \ Forces 
„ ont ' have said they 
.ifP^Jhe polls and urged 

the authorities to rlumfa: 
dialogue with FIS.^ 
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It was a week of faith, hope and charity 


Tht Royal Instinne for Inter- Faith Studies hosul its first 
major event this week, bringing scholars together pr a work - 
ftui/i on "Christian Perceptions of Islam, Muslim Jercepuons 
oj Christianity: The Historical Record. Instate Director 
Kamui Salihi. professor of history and archaelog and direc- 
tor of the Centre for Arab and Middle Eastern Sadies at the 
American Ifniveristy of Beirut, organised the fur-day pro- 
gramme of discussion sessions, dinners at Kan lamma/t and 
the Dead Sea. and an optional trip to Petra. Among the 
scholars presenting papers were Yvonne Haddtd of the Uni- 
versity of Massachusetts at Amherst, John Eposito of the 
Center far Mushm-Christian Understanding <. Georgetown 
University. Gerhard Buwering of Yale Univrsity. Heine r 
Bielefeldt of the University of Bielefeld, Gemmy. Sulayman 
S. Myang of Howard University in Washington DC., Amnon 
Cohen of the Hebrew IMrverstty of Jerudem, the Ri. 
R eve rand Bishop Kenneth Cragg of Off on U.K., Bass cm 
Musullem of King's College. Cambridge University, and 
David Thomas of Sells Oaks Colleges in Boning ham. U.K. 
which will be publishing the proceedings f the workshop. 
His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hasson. I strong advocate 
of interfaith dialogue and understandingmd patron of the 
Royal Institute a; Inter- Faith Studies, hoed a welcome din- 
ner at Busman Palace for the participant as well as donors 
and friends of the institute. Their Royal lighr.esses Princess 
Sanatl: Al Hasson, Princess Rahma, 'rincess Badixa and 
Prince Gkazi Ben Mohammad, His Mjesry King Hussein's 
cultural secretary, joined the Crown Price in welcoming the 
100 or so guests. Among those atteding the dinner were 
Minister of Transportation Samir Kaar and his wi fe Randa. 
President of the Royal Scientific Softy Ham Mulki. Gover- 
nor of the Central Bank of Jordan fohammad Saeed Nabul- 
si. President of the Royal Society for the Preservation of 
Nature Anis Muasher. former Dirdor General of the Indus- 
trial Development Bank Taker Kaatm. arui Chairman of the 
Boon! of Union Bank Issam Salff ond his wife Sarnia. In its 
printed programme the institute • ‘Jcnowledged “the generous 
donation of the Diana Tamari dbbogh Foundation which 
made this workshop possible. M 'he participants Wednesday 
evening headed for te Dead }a. a site of historic signifi- 
cance for Muslims. Christies and Jews, and a place to 
absorb some invigorating mi teals before the final round of 
sessions which was schedulefor today. 


IMS. He says that his office and the Jordanian government 
have recently agreed to conduct a similar study to prepare a 
human development profile on Jordan specifically. Mr. Lass- 
iter is a development policy graduate of the University of 
Aarhus. Denmark, and speaks English. French arul German 
besides his mother tongue. He also said that UNDP is work- 
ing with the government in planning for an investment forum 
to be held the day after the conclusion of the Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA) summit for as many MENA partici- 
pants as may stay on in Amman. The forum's aim . Mr. Uss- 
ner says, will he to promote investment projects for the coun- 
tries of the region (specifically Morocco. Egypt. Tunisia. 
Palestine and Jordan j. Mr. Lissner has had a mixed bag of 
experience with the U.N. and non-gavemmental organisa- 
tions and is particularly proud that he began his career climb 
as a U.N. soldier in the Danish contingent to the organisa- 
tion’s peace keeping force in Cyprus from JVM toJV65. He 
went on to work as a volunteer in villuge.t in Korea, was a 
member of his foreign ministry's ami-apartheid committee 
and has been with the UNDP since 19R2 in Ethiopia, Liberia . 
New York and Nepal He and his Canadian wife, Liti. have 
nco teenage sons. 

**** 


An Asian exchange: At UNICEF ( the United Nations 
Children's Fund) the jrowerful regional director's seat is once 
again to be held by a friend from Asia. The runv chief, Farid 
Rahman of Pakistan, will succeed Sarojini Vntachi . from 
India, who will be retiring from the U.N. in November. 
Although the position is a good step higher, the work and 
even the venue an ■ familiar to Mr. Rahman. Mr. Rahman 
served in the late 80s as deputy regional director of UNICEF 
in Amman, then went on to Sudan as UNICEF representative 
in Khartoum and will leave his present /tost as the agency's 
representative in China to return to Amman in Nov. and cer- 
tainly reunite with many old friends and associates. 


This was only a test : Jordan Radio and Television Cor- 
poration Director General Bison Ramzi admits he too was 
sorry when M-Net. the movie and music channel that was 
part of the " bouquet ” of 5 channels offered by the corpora- 
tion to viewers on a subscription basis, wens off the air. But. 
he reminds subscribers that the airing of M-Net over recent 
months hut meant to be a trial period. "We will be sending 
our questionnaires to our subscribers soon to determine what 
their pmgramme preferences are. We were obliged to run 
M-Net only for a trial period as we have not yet obtained the 
rights to air the show. “ He says it was unfortunate that sub- 
scribers were not notified of the cancellation of M-Net and its 
replacement with StarPlus. but added that subscribers will 
not be billed for the service to the end of the v ear Mr. Ramzi 
adds that those who may wish to, wilt soon have an opportu- 
nity to subscribe to the Orbit Television Network's multi- 
channel system. But estimates of costs for the Rome-based 
network's news and entertainment channels are quite steep 
(52 .000 for the decoder, and $10-15 per programme i. When 
the Jordan Radio ar.d Televison Corporation's subscriber 
questionnaires are finally distributed arul collected again, the 
corporation will evaluate just what sort of "bouquet" its sub- 
scribers are interested in and then promises to do its best to 
offer them the sweetest of the garden. 


**** 


**** 


*** 


Seasons of change: TO U.N. agencies are brining in 
some "new blood ” this sumer and fall with the retirement 
of their senior represenuifes in Amman. Already on board 
h JOrgen Lissner who are in from his post in Lithuan ia to 
succeed Othhian'Hashef.as U.N: resident coordinator. arid 
United Nations Develop ent Fund ( UNDP) resident repre- 
sentative. Mr. Hashem fumed to his home in Sudan and is 
said to be enjoying his firemens from many years of service 
with the world body. Ir. Lissner, a Dane, arrived in mid- 
June and only this pasweek organised the official launch in 
the region of the UN P's Human Development Report for 


Envoys up, envoys out: On the diplomatic front Arab 
envoys make the news. Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat has 
promoted Omar Khatib to ambassador plenipotentiary to 
Jordan and has appointed him representative of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) and the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) in Jordan. Mr. Khatib was most recently 
minister plenipotentiary and charge d'affaires in Jordan for 
the embassy of Palestine. On the Gulf, word is that Qatari 
Ambassador Nasser Abdul Aziz Nasser, who began his Jor- 
dan tenure in February 1992 arul who attributes much of the 
warming of reunions between the two countries to his partic- 
ular sryte of diplomacy, if tipped ro b^ 1 Do fid's. new envoy to 
Washington. While Amman loses what. some would call an 
"active" envoy in his early 40s. it will gain an even younger 
Qatari ambassador (in his mid-30s), and this time from none 
other than the ruling Al Thuni family. 


Groovin in Eilat: If television is not your beat, look 
southwest. Jazz buffs may turn green with envy k hen they dis- 
cover that Aqaba residents are being offered discounts on 
jazz rickets plus hotel accommodations to attend the Red Sea 
Jazz Festival in Eilat next week. The Jerusalem Post report- 
ed that Happy Tours, an Aqaba agency, is arranging for 
local residents to spend a night of music with performers 
such as Kurt Elling, Jpshua Redman, and Mackoy Tyner with 
Bobby Hutcherson. The paper said visitors from Aqaba are 
also to get entry to an all-night jam session at the Riviera 
Hotel, together with free breakfast. The overnight stay is a 
must because by the rime the concerts are over, the border 
crossing will already have been closed. Visas are supposed- 
ly being arranged by Eilat Municipality Secretary Dov 
Schdjrf who is reported to be the local official responsible for 
ties with Jordan. Nothing was mentioned about discounts for 
Maan, Tafileh, or Kerak residents, or for that maiter anyone 
else in Jordan who might enjoy a night of sax and drums over 
at the neighbours, but we expea the offer would extend to all. 
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Hieroglyphics ? Now if puzzles are more your speed, we 
have got a real baffler for you top right. We will give you 
only one clue: Sports. Still stumped? Try this: ItisAlDus- 
tour’s Standings for the First Division Soccer Championships 
this week. 


Give it time: Costello, ihe nearly JD 1 million restaurant 
venture of surgeon Bassam Akasheh. Sandra Modi, and Basil 
Modi, opened with such a blaze of rumours that nothing 
would do but a first hand look. No question that on sight, the 
owners outdid themselves: high ceiling, winding staircase, 
cozy bar. elegant indoor and outdoor dining areas and a cas- 
tle-size fireplace. The menu is simitar to the continental 
menus offered around town with a touch of some Provencal 
dishes. Prices are a bit steeper, some portions a touch less 
generous. The major problem is — and we recognise this as 
being too often the case with most food establishments that 
aspire to the highest standards — service. When the garden 
sealing is filled, as it often is. the multitude of waiters arul 
cooks still appear in a frenzy. But the attitude of the. man- 
agement in trying to be most accommodating io their patrons 
and even asking some how things could be improved should 
help turn the tables, so to speak, and get the staff to just relax, 
take a deep breath and try again til they get it right. It’s a 
beautiful place, full of potential — it just needs to pass 
through growing pains. 


**** 


*** 


Jennifer Hamam-h 


Medical resource book sheds light on normal child health 


By Rima Cctbawf 

Special to toe Jolart Times 

AMMAN — Tfi recently 
published Araic transla- 
tion of Ronld Illing- 
worth’s resorce book 
‘ The Normal Child’ is a 
good step p wards im- 
plementing jrab Health 
ministries ' led si on to 
work towals changing 
the languap of medical 
education nto Arabic, 
according p president of 
the Jordai Academy of 
Arabic Aiful Karim Kha- 
li feb. 

With o’er 50 years of 
paediatrii experience, Dr. 
lllingworh died in 1990 at 
the age of 81, but only 
after binding over the 
tenth ednon of ‘The Nor- 
mal Cfild’ to publishers. 

As expected by his 
reader. Dr. Illingworth's, 
writing “will undoubtedly 
suniie him and continue 
to b*ng knowledge to a 
wide range of doctors and 
heath professionals, and 
no coubt also understand- 
ing. sohee and reassur- 
ance to many anxious pa- 


rents." said reader Victor 
Dubowitz. 

Only Dr. Illingworth's 
‘ disciples' . who. according 
to Mr. Dubowitz, M are 
widely scattered in posi- 
tions of paediatric emi- 
nence around the world, ” 
have come to realise 
through their teacher's re- 
markable medical talent 
the necessity of studying 
the norma/ and healthy as 
a fundamental foundation 
for understanding the 
abnormal. 

Paediatric education 
was previously more 
emphatic on disease in-’ 
stead of health, causing 
undergraduate students to 
lack the essential basics of 
paediatric knowledge. 

‘ The Normal Child- 
underscores the import- 
ance of knowing the nor- 
mal in child development. 
It tackles vital aspects in 
child care such as breast- 
feeding, physical condi- 
tions, 'the normal course 
of growth and progress, 
physical features, specific 
behavioural and psycholo- 
gical problems, learning 


disorders, prevention of 
infectious diseases and 
accidents as well as child 
care survei7/ance. 

The tenth edition in- 
cludes many modifica- 
tions, alterations and dis- 
cussions on general child 
problems, rewritten chap- 
ters on physical growth 
and new chapters on help- 
ing children achieve their 
potential. 

*7 consider this as a 
basic book in paediatrics, ” 
said paediatrician 
Fathiyeh Saudi who trans- 
lated ‘The Normal Child' 
into Arabic. Having taken 
a period of three years , 
the task of translating this 
masterful piece of paediat- 
ric literature will also pave 
the way for more focused 
attention on the need to 
have good Arabic refer- 
ences for students of sci- 
ence and medicine in the 
Arab world, said Dr. 
Saudi. 

The smooth yet elabo- 
rate manner with which 
the book presented fun- 
damental knowledge has, 
according to Dr. Saudi, 


made it a 'must' not only 
for family doctors, clinical 
medical officers and 
nurses to read but also for 
teachers, mothers and 
others concerned with 
child health. 

“ Basically any educated 
person can read this 
book and benefit from it." 
Dr. Saudi said. 

The book is enriching 
because ir is replete with 
vital information, she 
said. It is one of those rare 
books comprising medical 
topics that are presented 
in a friendly way ro capti- 
vate the interest of readers 
who are remote from the 
medical field. 

The Arabic translation 
of 'The Normal Child' is 
'excellent' according to 
Dr. Khali feh. "I found the 
book very useful both for 
practitioners and non- 
practitioners he added. 

The addition of a valu- 
able Arabic scientific re- 
ference book to the ex- 
isting number could be in 
keeping with the tendency 
to implement the Arab 
health ministries' resolu- 


tion made during a meet- 
ing in Damascus in the 
1980s, said Dr. Khali feh. 

In the meeting in ques- 
tion. Arab health minis- 
ters agreed to equip Arab 
universities with the right 
resources and facilities to 
teach medical sciences in 
Arabic by the year 2000, 
according to Dr. Khali feh. 

*7 believe the book is 
highly recommendable for 
an educated person to 
read. I do however, not 
believe the information 
contained ro be sufficient 
for a specialist," said in- 
ternist Kandeel Shaker, 
who is a professor of 
medicine and health pro- 
fession education at the 
Jordan University Hospit- 
al. 

In a letter to the Jor- 
dan Academy of Arabic, 
Dr. Shaker expressed his 
opinion on the book stat- 
ing that it is beneficial for 
general practitioners, 
medical professionals, 
teachers, educated pa- 
rents and others con- 
cerned with proper child 
rearing, but it cannot be 


totally relied upon as a 
source of information for 
specialists in the field of 
paediatrics. 

"It is certainly a rich 
resource and an excellent 
reference for university 
libraries, but it is not as 
text-book for coursework 
teaching,’’ Dr. Shaker 
said. 


i ^yJ I I ; h I I JJ) h II 


Having been translated 
into nine different lan- 
guages, the book , which 
earned the support of 
Abdel Hamid Shoman 
Foundation for its Arabic 
version, is viewed by the 
foundation as a “ valuable 
reference for an important 
topic. ” The translated ver- 
sion contains illustrative 
diagrams, and explanatory 
pictures and includes En- 
glish medical terms 
printed next to the corres- 
ponding Arabic terminol- 
ogy- 



“ This further enables 
readers of the Arabic 
translation to benefit by 
increasing their English 
medical vocabulary,” Dr. 
Saudi said. 
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Major BBC series highlights role of women in the Arab world 


A major new radio series focussing on the role of 
womel in the Arab world and some of the issues 
facing them begins on BBC World Scn-ice this 
month. Nagwa El-Tami. Deputy Features Editor and 
North Africa about topics which have a profound 
effect on their lives today. 

Called ‘Noon Al Niswa ' the 25-week series is a 
thorough survey of women in the Arab world looking 
at their achievements, aspirations and problems. Jr 
aims to raise the level of understanding of women’s 
rights in society and is being broadcast on the BBC 
Arabic Service. 

"This series doesn't set out to expose women as second 
class citizens nor does if focus upon problems alone. ” 
said Nagwa El-Tami. “What it aims to do is to offer 
listeners — men and women — a balanced view of 
issues affecting the lives of women in the modem 
Arab world, with ordinary people voicing a range of 


different opinions . " 

Oxer the past six months Nagwa El-Tami has 
travelled through Jordan, the West Bank, Oul or. 
United Arab Emirates. Tunisia, Morocco, Maurita- 
nia and her native Egypt. 


world especially in Mauritania where 90 per cent of 
women have been divorced not just once but often 
several times, and segregation, a policy which many 
women defend. 


on Tuesday's at 16.45 on the following wavelengths: 
Eastern Mediterranean: Sunday and Tuesday on 
639 and 720 MW. 


She has met and talked with many women and men 
in both urban and rural areas who address a range of 
topics including violence, illiteracy, female circumci- 
sion and women's rights. Women in public life 
including the celebrated Egyptian writer and defen- 
der of women's rights, Hosn Shah, and Dr. Hanan 
Ashrawi, of the newly formed Palestinian Human 
Rights Commission, also discuss issues relating to 
women in general. 


Other topics covered in the series include birth 
control, where Tunisia is successfully leading the 
way ; divorce, a subject of concern across the Arab 


'Noon A I Niswa’ is the largest series in a major 
BBC World Service education initiative marking the 
United Nations’ Fourth Women's Conference due to 
take place in Beijing in September. The initiative is 
World Sen’ice Education’s largest to date with 28 
new series commissioned in 24 different languages. 

In September Nagwa El-Tami will be in Beijing to 
report on the U.N. Conference for the BBC Arabic 
Service and BBC Arabic Television. Later program- 
mes in the series will include interviews with some of 
the delegates taking part. 

‘Noon Al Niswa ' began on the BBC Arabic Service 
on Sunday. 20 August at 05.45 GMT and is repeated 


Among those interviewed in the series are: Dr. 
Hanan Ashrawi, Head of the Palestinian Human 
Rights Commission. Mary f em Bent Ahmed, Maurita- 
nia’s Minister for Women. Hosn Shah. Egyptian 
writer and defender of women’s rights , MonaZooAl 
Faqar. Egyptian lawyer and a leading campaigner, 
Tujan Faisal, Jordan's only women Member of 
Parliament. Princess Fatema Al-Zahraa. Head of the 
Women ’s Union in Morocco. Fayza Al Kafi. Head of 
the Women's Union in Tunisia. Dr. Avesha Al 
Sayvar. the only deputy minister in the United Arab 
Emirates. Dr. Zakia Mal-Allah, the first Qatari 
woman in gain a PhD., and Dr. Moza Al Makli 
social counsellor at Qatar University. 
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New Windows open wide 


By Jean-CIaude Ettas 


i WINDOWS 95, the new operating system (OS) for 
persona/ computers (PCs) by Microsoft is here at 
last. Promised since last year, the product took some 
extra time to fine tune. With its official commercial 
launch this August , Windows 95 has captured the 
cover of nearly every computer . magazine on earth , 
including ‘Hasoob’, Jordan Computer Sodety f s 
monthly publication, as well as some prime space in 
many non-spedalised dailies from Boston to Hong 
Kong. 

The system is expected to have a remarkable 
impact on the world of personal computing. Analysts 
estimate that it will sell at least 30 million copies by 
the end of this year , tightening Microsoft's iron grip 
on software market. 

While PC users have humbly accepted the constant 
changes imposed on them by software developers , 
forcing them to learn ■ new programmes and new 
versions of the same programmes all the time, a new 
OS cannot be considered as a regular or a small 
change. Moving from Excel 4.0 to Excel 5.0 is one 
thing , but moving from Windows 3.1 to Windows 95 
is another. A new OS is like a revolution. 

The OS is the set of rules and commands that let 
you “drive” your computer. Moving, ' naming, re- 
naming, copying, deleting, locating, grouping, pro- 
tecting , organising your data and tiles, all are 
OS-related operations — hence its vital importance . 
Knowing your OS well is knowing how to use your 
computer, ft affects any programme you may use. A 
new OS means you have to enter a new world. 

Intended to be the successor of the already very 
popular Windows 3.1, Windows 95 therefore is not 
entirely a new system. In other words, one doesn’t 
have to re-leam everything. Those familiar with the 
current version should not find it too diffi cult to 
adapt. Still, they won’t be able to do it overnight. In 
their July issue “PC Magazine ” writes: “Users of 
Windows 3.1 will need a few weeks to feel really 
comfortable with Windows 95.” 

Microsoft have introduced many new features in 
their new OS. They have also brought solutions to a 
few weaknesses of the old one, satisfying the request 
of milli ons of users. The screens ( the way menus 
appear on the monitor or display) have been re- 



designed — a double-edged knife for those who haye 
become familiar with the old ones. Some major 
menus have been changed, for the better, technically 
speaking. 

The list of improvements of Windows 95 over 
Windows 3.1 would be too long to detail here (true 
32-bit software , multi-tasking, limitless string tile 
names, etc...). 

There is little doubt however that they. are essential 
to allow users make the most of the Pentium 
generation of microprocessors. They have also been 
waiting for these improvements for several years 
now. 

Practically speaking, we do not expect everybody 
to jump on the bandwagon in 1995. Many of 
Windows lovers will first adopt an attitude of 
“ weighted reservation ” and observation. I have been 
told that Windows 95 would require 16 MB of 
memory to operate and that 32 MB are recom- 
mended. This is obviously an extra expenditure that 
private PC owners can do without. 

Ensuring compatibility with existing non-Microsoft 
Windows programmes (Harvard Graphics, Auto- 
Cad, and so on) will constitute a crucial part of the 
testing. Arabisation is another major point to keep in 
mind: the vast majority of users in Arab countries 
need a bilingual Windows. When Microsoft release a 
new system, they usually start with the English-only 
version and then develop the multi-lingual ones a few 
months later. Users in Jordan will probably wait for 
the Arabic-English OS. 

‘It seems reasonable to foresee that by the end of 
1996 or early 1997 latest, we will all ' be using 
Windows 95, a system that will usher us into the 
twenty first century. 


More culture 



v 


than a yoghurt 


By Smmmr GhaMb Bagaemn 


in a pace 


Two groups of friends bump into each other at a cafe. 
They have not seen each other for quite a long time. 
Presumably they have quite a lot to talk about. 

— Hey you guys, will you join us fora Clip of tea? 

— Yes sore, we’d love to, as long as its our treat. 

— So it’s tea all round, is it? 

— I will take a coffee , thanks. 

— As ever, always the odd one out 

— So what has everyone been up to lately? It has 
been quite a while since we’ve seen one another. 


elike Tibet can offer you ^tb advene 

spinnai healing. And there is a/wajtfth mate 
cxpio£ different cultures and ways ofhvmg, to mak 
new Sends and... 

— Of man ! Look at that girl ^ tbewly^red 
hair. Pas me a cigarette will you, and the car k ys 
well. 


— Well... I bought a fancy new expensive car a 
coup/e of weeks ago and I have. spent a lot of .time 
adding to it all sorts of gadgets ana accessories. You 
guys should have seen how it skidded across the 
streets. Anyway, . I crashed it yesterday. 


cigafe 
about 
and M 
hands, 
could im 


le on people, can’t you see jv/iaf ca^s, 
ind cars have done to you? I think that it is 
you started doing something more useful 
3 / with the free time that you have on your 
re is so much more to life than any of you 


— Ob my God! Look at those two girls over 
there... Sorry for interrupting. What about you, 
you been i 


Samuel? What have you 


up to? 


— Don\you -think that we know that a/ready. 
Because it i summer, we also go to a couple of clubs 
around the swimming pools. 

... film hang in g from palm tTCCS With 
drooping out of your mouths. 

*t care whether all this is true or not, 
uncalled for. 


where we 
— You 
your ton 
— Hey/I 
but it was 


— Quite a lot, I guess. I have, for one . been taking 
private lessons in Spanish and Chinese. I imagine 
that they would be quite useful when I leave for East 
Asia and Sooth America next year. 


— Why on earth would you want to go there? My 
famil y always goes to Boston during the holidays. 
That is the place that you should be going to. 
Besides, it is just like home, there are always a lot of 
people who would be more than ready to join you in 
a game of cards. 


— Sorry guys , did anybody mention a game of 
cards? 

— Now you’re talking. Waiter, could we have a 
deck of cards, please? 

— Ob come on, you guys, for surely a bit trekking 


— You areVi 
more atten 
around you. 
totally out of 
being placed 
required, even 
r eminding of 
who share our 
be one man’s 
deal to accom L 
being tom out of 
enter the country. 


t. But you guys need to pay much 
to everything that is happenmg 
of people around us have gone 
tro/ to the extent that stop signs are 
some roads where they are not 
law. We seem ta need constant 
duties as citizens towards others’ 
t with us. All this cannot 
fe. Besides , we still have a great 
You do know that pages are 
veral cultural magazines that 


— Let’s order some thing to eat. 

— m have a strayerry yoghurt. 

— m have that, A 

— Yoghurts all 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


FANTASTIC FACTS 


By Mohammad A Shuqair 


& The natives of Bhutan write their prayers on flags 
placed on masts as they believe that the winds take 
with them these prayers to the heavenly gods. 


LET’S CHAT IN ARABIC 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


fir Hr fr fr fr 


fr Scientists could find a “spider” jumping like a frog 
on Mount Everest (Himalaya). 


ri* ■& fr fr -fr 


— 1 must write a letter to my friend. 

Yajib an aktob rissalatan da sadeeqi „ 

— This letter is urgent and important. 

Hathebir-rissala aajila wa bamma. 

— Dear unde/aunt/madam/professor. 

Ummi/ummati/sayyedati/ustathee al-aziz/aziza . 


& Some species of sea sheep shed real tears when they 
are in distress or suffering from pain. 


fr Hr -fr fr -ft 


— My dear father/mother/wife. 

Abi/ummi/za wjati al-aziz/aziza. 

— Yours sincerely/fai thfully. 

A1 m ukhless/al-m ukhlessa . 
Al-mobibb/al-mohibba. 


1. How do worms benefit the sod? 

2.. Where do turtles’ hatch -fbeir eggs? . .. _ 

3. What purposesdp the antennae .of insects serve?' 

4. Why do some Bowers give out perfume at night 
only? 

5. What is the name of the only English poisonous 
snake? 

6. How many sides do the cells of a honeycomb have? 


-An American citizen can carve shapes and pictures 
1 on a man’s hair. 


* Sri Lankans annually celebrate the Ending of a holy 
tooth from Buddha. 


— Yours affectionately. 

— Your loving son/daughter. 

Bmokal habib/Bmatokat babiba. 

— With hope and respect I write this letter to you. 
Ma’a ihtirami wa ashami aktob hathehir-rissla elayka. 

— • Your letter gave me great pleasure . 

Laqad sarratni rissalatoka kathiran. 


PUZZLES 


(A) JAMES & JOHN 




Hr Hr fr fr Hr 


James is three times as old as John. Eight years 
ago be was five times as old, and in sixteen years 
he will be twice as old. How old will he be when 
John is three times bis (John ’s) present age? 


(B) NAME THE' FLOWERS 
Use the initial letters of the pit 
four Bowers. 


name the 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, 
Aug. 24 


Starring: Charles Dum- 
ing & Byron Allen 


1530 Iris-The Happy Pro- 
fessor 


12:00 Shogun — Part 
Nine 


8:30 Jordan Today 
9:15 DangeriBdd 
10:00 News In Englis h 


7:30 News Headlines 
7:35 First Flights 
8:00 Major Dad 


ramme 

Rahan 


5m Magazine/Debat 
La Marche Du Steele 


3:00 Survival 
4:00 Families 


2:30 M.A.N.T.I.S. 


1:40 Noddy 
2m Fireman Sam 
2:15 My Secret Identity 
2530 NBA. 

3:00 Dead Men’s Tales. 
3:30 Take Your Pick 
4m I Witness Video . 


12m Perfect Strangers 


10:25 Movie — Hush Lit- 
tle Baby 


8m The Bold And The 
Beautiful 


7:00 Le Journal 


5:00 Children Program- 
me 

Rahan 


3:00 The Road To Avon- 
iea 


4m Families 


Friday, 
Aug. 25 


Starring: Diane Ladd & 
Ulya Woioshyn 


9:15 Dr. Quhm-Medicinc 
Woman 


7:15 Magazine 
Ushuaia: Le Magazine 
De L\ Extreme 


5:30 Docu-Drama 
Le Monde Du ScHence 


5:00 Children Prog ram . 
me — Rahan 


2:30 Super CbLps 
3:00 Tomorrows World 
3z30 Amazing St 
4i00 Families 


lim Out On A Limb 10m News In English 


1:00 Read-A-Alle Deed - 
A-Alle 


12m The Powers That 
Be 


10525 Movie — Mother 
Of The Bride 


1:15 Beethoven 


5:00 Children’s prog- 
ramme 
Rahan 


im Why I didn’t Think 
Of That 


Saturday, 
Aug. 26 


Starring: Rule 
McLanhan & Kristy 
McNichol 


7m News Headlines 
7535 An End To -Silence 
8:00 Norses 


8 -m The Bold And The 
Beautiful 


7m Le Journal 
7:15 French Varieties 
7m News Headlines 
7:35 Camp Wilder 
8m McHaie’s Navy 


5m Magazine — Mon - 


5:00 Children 
— Rahan 


5m Varieties — Tarata- 


5:30 Detective Te^ 
Les Cinq Dernieres 
nutes 


7:00 Le Journal' 


7:15 Magazine — Fant 
Pas Rever 


5m Varieties And Game 
Show ' 


7m Le Journal 


2:00 White Fang 
2m feature Film 
4:00 The Crystal Maze 


2:00 Back To The Future 


2:50 Harry And The 
Hendersons 


lldiO Noble House (Best 
Seller) 

Part H 


9:10 Heart Beat 


8:30 The Bold And The 
Beautiful 


9:30 Diving In The Red 
Sea 


7:15 Magazine — Por- 
trait D’AJain Cavalier 


5m Children Program- 
me 

Rahan 


3:00 Road To Avonlea 
3:45 Only In Hollywood 
4m Families 


Sunday, 

Aug. 27 


10:00 News In En g li s h 
10:25 Counteistrike 


9:15 Harts Of The West 
10:00 News In English 


7:30 News Headlines 
7m Questions Of Choice 
8m Piglet Flies 


7:00 Le - Journal I 
7:15 Magazine i I 

7530 News Hi 


10:25 The Ruth Renddl’s 
Mysteries . — 


8:30 The Bold And The 
Beautiful 


7:35 An End To 


7530 News Headlines 


7:35 National Geog- 
raphic 


5:30 Telefilm 

La Maison Des Autres 

2/2 


5:00 Children’s Prog- 
ramme 
Rahan 


8m The Album Show 
9:15 Murder She Wrote 
16:00 News In English 


10:25 Movie — In The 

Deep Woods 


7m Le Journal 
7:15 Magazine — E =M6 
7:30 News Headlines 
7m African Skies 
8:00 Coach 


5:30 Documentary — 
Palettes 


2:00 The Ftintstooes 
2m Joshua Jones 
2:45 The Mighty Jungle 


lim Keeping appear- 
ances 


“ Murder Being Once 
Done" Part III of III 


12:30 The Sleeping Beau- 
ty 


11:30 Movie — Those 
She Left Behind 


9:15 True Bine 
10m News In F.ngH^ 
18525 Trade Winds 


8 ^y thing 





6:00 Drama Series 
Operation Open 1 Et 2 


7:00 Le Journal 
7:15 Magazine — Fant 
Pas Rever 


3:00 Pngwall’s Summer 
3:30 Sky Trackers 
4:00 Families 
5:0$ Children’s Prog- 


Monduy, 
Aug. 28 


Starring: Gary Cole «5 
Joanna Kerens 


lim New York Under- 
cover 


2:00 The Animals Of 
Farthing . Wood 


Tuesday, 
Aug. 29 


12m Grace Under Fire 

Wednesday, 

Aug.20 


2m Hey Dad! 


2m Captain Planet 


2m Problem Child 


fcl5 tfeart Of Beating 

10:00 In Enfeb 
Prism \ 

10:45 Blt *e Skies . 
U:4S M °rter in ^ 
12:30 *** « Stnu^ 
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Heavenly scent: 


By Paul MqjendJe 

Reuter 

BRIGHTON. England — 
Press a button and out 
wafts the cologne that 
French emperor Napoleon 
Bonaparte once wore in 
battle. Press another and 
you are transported back 
six centuries to the per- 
fume of Hungary's Queen 
Elizabeth, said to be so 
seductive that it emiced 
the King of Poland to 
propose marriage. 

For this is heavenly 
scent, a fascinating glimp- 
se into the history, culture 
and romance of perfume 
over the last 2,500 years. 
France, where more than 
half the world's most 
famous perfumes are 
made, pur together this 
nasal extruyagama that is 
now touring the globe 
offering aromatic sur- 
prises. 

The latest stop is the 
elegant southern English 
seaside resort of Brighton 
• where the museum has 
" odoramas “ to sniff along 


.with designer crystal bot- 
tles which are, is 
Shakespeare 's words, like 
"a liquid prisoner pent in 
walls of glass . " 

The romance of per- 
fume has not faded over 
the ages. Cleopatra never 
went on a voyage unless 
her sails were coated with 
precious oils "so per- 
fumed that the winds were 
lovesick with them." 

Emperor Nero loved 
roses to excess. He once 
arranged for a waterfall of 
petals which smothered 
one of his guests and kil- 
led him. 

The Prophet Moham- 
mad said: “Three things 
are dear to me on Earth — 
women , perfume and, for 
comfort, prayer." 

The ancient Egyptians 
used fragrant woods and 
essences to please the 
gods. They also helped to 
offset the smell of burning 
flesh in religious sacri- 
fices. 

Christian crusaders 
brought back "love in a 
mist" from the Middle 


East to Europe and the 
English tudors crushed its 
seeds and dusted the pow- 
der into their hair to drive 
out lice. 

Strait-laced Victorians 
were so fearful of the sex- 
ual powers of scent that 
they would not let it touch 
their skin. Instead, they 
dabbed it on handker- 
chiefs and slippers. 

The exhibition gives an 
intriguing glimpse into the 
world of noses, the name 
given to the perfumers 
who have created the 
world's most famous 
scents. 

They are like musicians 
gradually building a 
melody into a symphony. 

They even talk about 
top, middle and base 
notes when discussing how 
long a fragrance Ungers in 
the memory. 

Perfumes, to their 
creators, have vigorous 
personalities and a tena- 
cious aura. 

The great perfumes that 
have enchanted women 
throughout the ages have 


Perfumes waft across the ages 


virtually all been 
fashioned by men. 

From Ernest Bpauxy 
creating Chanel No. 5 to 
William Poucher’s Yard- 
ley English Lavender, 
these are the true artists in 
a fiercely competitive 
"war of the noses. ” 

Exotic fragrances are 
gathered from the four 
comers of the Earth — 
petitgrain oils from Para- 
guay. cinnamon from Sri 
Lanka, doves from Mada- 
gascar. 

Exotica abound. 
Ambergris, a whale excre- 
tion , was popular with the 
great lover Casanova who 
drank it in his hot choco- 
late as an aphrodisiac. 

The pungent petals of 
jasmine must be picked 
before sunrise. 

Fifty million rose petals 
are needed to produce on 
kilo of rose oil. Olfactory 
opulence is everything. 

The manufacturing pro- 
cess is wrapped in ornate 
language as the magic ing- 
redients go through en - 
fieurage, maceration dry 


steam distillation and cit- 
rus extraction. 

Design and advertising 
are vital to the success of a 
perfume, so often linked 
to the major fashion 
houses. 

A lalique perfume bot- 
tle sold at a London auc- 
tion for £43,000 (S69.000). 

Salvador Dali designed 
highly prized bottles for 
sehiapareUi, saying “smell 
is unquestionably the 
sense which best expresses 
immortality." The Bottle 
for "Femme" by Rochas 
was shaped in the hips of 
voluptuous actress Mae 
West . 

Imagine a world with- 
out scents. It would be a 
much sadder and poorer 
place. That is why the 
Russian space programme 
paid the perfume industry 
perhaps its greatest com- 
pliment. Soviet astronauts 
were sent into space with 
phials of essential oils to 
remind them of Earth and 
overcome the emotional 
deprivation of scentless 
space. 



An age-old process for dry steam distillation of 
essential oils 


A thousand years of 
Islamic art 


By Harms Neuerbourg 

The Associated Press 

GENEVA — More than 
1,000 years of Islamic art 
arc covered in a spectacu- 
lar panorama complied by 
two major shows seen this 
summer in Switzerland. 

A vast selection of ob- 
jects have been on view, 
ranging from fragments of 
a Koran written less than a 
century after the death of 
the Prophet Mohammad 
to armour that may have 
been used in the 1529 Tur- 
kish siege of Vienna to an 
enchanting pre-World War 
I calligraphic composition : 

Splendid samples of cal- 
ligraphy, the art of beauti- 
ful writing, dominate the 
shows at Lugano and 
Geneva. The art soared to 
heights under Islam be- 
cause of the weight the 
Koran gave to any written 
text. The prohibition to 
depict human figures in 
religious manuscripts also 
made artists concentrate 
on the perfection of writ- 
ing. 

The exhibition at Luga- 
no's Villa Favorita, home 
priceless European art tre- 
asures of the Thyssen- 
Bornemisza collection un- 
til their move to Madrid 
three years ago. features 
more than 200 master- 
pieces from the St. Peters- 
burg institute for Oriental 
Studies. 


Shown for the first time 
outside Russia, they pri- 
marily include manu- 
scripts and brilliantly col- 
oured miniatures pro- 
duced for princely palaces 
between Baghdad and De- 
lhi. Outstanding among 
them is a magnificent 
"Murakka." an album 
comprising decorative 
court scenes painted by 
Persian miniaturists be- 
tween the 16th and early 
ISth century’. 

Another top attraction 
at Lugano is a richly illus- 
trated 13th-century copy 
of the' 'Maqamai,' yelling 
the a rh using’ ’storips of 
Abu Zaid. an Arab ^ven- 
turer. Faces of many fi- 
gures in the book have 
.been erased or otherwise 
made unrecognisable — 
evidence of early Islamic 
fundamentalism. From 
Lugano , where it closed 
Aug. 12. the exhibition 
moved to Ne w York 
where it is scheduled to 
open sometime in fall at 
the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art. 

Art under the sultans of 
the Ottoman empire, 
which at its peak stretched 
from North .Africa to the 
Caucasus and from Ye- 
men to Austria, is the 
theme of the exhibition at 
Geneva’s Greek- 
columned Musec Rath. It 
marks rhe first major pub- 


lic presentation of choice 
items from the collection 
of Nasser David Khalili. 
the Iranian-born Amer- 
ican tycoon who is based 
in London. 

The emphasis, too, is on 
calligraphy which cata- 
logue editor Uliun Raby 
said was “developed by 
the Arabs, was refined in 
Iran and Iraq but reached 
its apogee in Istanbul. " 

Visitors also can admire 
an impressive array of 
other highly decorative 
objects reflecting life in 
peace and war under the 
sultans who ruled over a . 
multinational empire ffi^t Vm 
lasted 600 years 1 . Richly' 
engraved head harnesses 
for war horses and mail 
shirts which may ha ve pro- 
tected the troops of Sulei- 
man the Magnificent in 
advancing to the walls of 
Vienna in 1529 tell of the 
military might of the sul- 
tans who relied on the 
world's first standing 
army, the Janizaries. 

Compasses, astrolabes 
(early sexfanrsj and a 
1 7th<entury atlas with sea 
charts anti views ol 
Venice. Cairo. Genoa and 
other cities recall the im- 
portant role of the Otto- 
man navy which once 
dominated much of the 
Mediterranean. 

A rather plain-looking 
set of pouring vessels in- 
scribed in Arab "a gift for 


his excellency Abraham 
Lincoln " draws interest as 
a curio rather than for its 
artistic value. 

Carpets, textiles and de- 
corative metalwork com- 
plete the exhibits which 
make up merely a small 
fragment of the about 
20,000 objects in the col- 
lection. It was assembled 
by Mr. Khalili, descen- 
dant of a wealthy Jewish 
family, after he left Iran in 
1967 at age 22 to study at 
the University of London. 

Besides his widespread 
business engagements he 
is among the authors of a 
26-volume survey of Isla- 
mic art bised oh his col- 
lection, believed to rank 
among the biggest of its 
kind in the world. 

At the opening of the 
Geneva show, which im- 
pressed him as "magically 
arranged , " Mr. Khalili 
was asked how he man- 
aged to build up such a 
hoard of art in' such a 
relatively short time. “It 
was a matter of being at 
the right place at the right 
time , " he answered with a 
smile. 

The Geneva show runs 
until Sept. 24. Further ex- 
hibitions from the Khalili 
collection are planned in 
cities throughout the 
world but sites and* dates 
have not yet been 
announced. 


In conservative Gulf, seam 
meet over mobile phones 


By Habib Trabelsi 
Agence France Presse 

DUBAI — Four young 
Emirati men. dressed in 
their traditional while 
robes, sat down ar the 
Cafe Renoir 'in a Dubai 
shopping mall hoping to 
pick up women. 

But there's a twist. 

Instead of chatting to 
women at other tables, 
they take their mobile 
phones and start dialing: 
A woman who . spurns 
them over the phone can’t 
land them in jail as easily 
as one who makes a scene 
at the cafe. 

“I make about 20 calls a 
day but I’m almost always 
rejected." said Maher.’ a 
government employee 
who spends less time in 
the office than on the road 
where he uses his mobile 
phone to try to pick up 
women. 

Maher and his three 
friends are pan of a grow- 
ing number of young peo- 
ple in conservative Gulf 
Arab countries who are 
using the phone to 
meet the opposite sex. 

But the authorities are 
fighting back. 

In Kuwait, the tele- 
phone company has cut 
off 4.288 subscribers since 


the beginning of the year 
after they were accused of 
“using their mobile 
phones for immoral con- 
versations." the Kuwaiti 
press said. 

It added that 1.69S of 
them would be prose- 
cuted. 


Last year 3,192 cases of 
saucy telephone conversa- 
tions were recorded in 
Kuwait, up from 1.374 in 
1993. Kuwait’s Interior 
Minister Sheikh Ali Sabah 
said last month. 

The minister said 557 of 
them were given prison 
sentences and fined be- 
tween 200 and 800 dinars 
(between 600 and 2,400 
dollars I . 

"It is illegal in Islam to 
violate a woman's privacy 
or make advances with 
your eyes, speech, or any 
other means like the tele- 
phone or. fax. ' ’ said Sheikh 
Saleh Ben Ghanem as- 


Sadlan, a member of the 
committee of ulemas in 
Riyadh 

“Under Islamic law 
those who act indecently 
toward women are 
punished by flogging, a 
year in prison and a fine . " 
Sheikh Saleh said in an 


interview with the Saudi 
weekly Al-Musiimun. 

Bui as authorities damp 
down, the business is 
growing. 

In rhe United Arab 
Emirates, 106,677 people 
have mobile phones and 
the state-run telecom- 
munications firm Etisalat 
plans to provide 80.000 
new lines, according to a 
company official. 

Saudi Arabia mean- 
while plans to add 300.000 
new* subscribers to its list 
of 200.000. 

" You can be reached 
anywhere by mobile 


phone." one Etisalat 
advertising slo°j n ~de- 
chres. “Your car can be- 
come your office," 
another calls out. 

Mobile phones also 
have snob appeal. 

“Ha\ir,g one shows vo?i 
have an important job," 
said Jihane. a housewife 
who picks up her phone 
Jtt any time any place as if 
she were making big busi- 
ness deals. “ Without a 
mobile phone you're no- 
thing," she said. 

High school teachers said 
several ■ of their students 
show off by putting their 
mobile phone sets on their 
desks. 

Mobile phones are now 
starting to yield to a new 
craze for scanners, which 
allow the user ro eaves- 
drop on erotic and other 
private telephone con- 
versations. 

In Kuwait, the scanner 
started to appear wide/v- 
after the emirate was 
liberated from Iraqi 
occupation in February 
1991. 

" Some scanner fanatics 
are using intimate con-- 
versations they have re- 
corded onto cassettes to 
blackmail husbands or 
wives." the Sharq Al- 
Awsat newspaper said. 


Mobile phones also have snob 
appeal... "Without a mobile 
phone, you're nothing..." 


Rock stars find 


By Haitbsun Haddadin 
Reuter 

BEIRUT — International 
pop stars are pouring into 
Beirut, a 'good vibes ' city- 
now but unthinkable as a 
concert venue when it was 
the world's kidnap capital 
and a haven for trigger- 
happy militiamen a few 
years ago. 

A dozen chart-topping 
acts have played since 
May, nine of them in two 
concerts in the past two 
weekends. 

And in a sign that the 
1975-90 civil war is slip- 
ping into memory, a su- 
perstar who wirnessed the 
horrors first-hand will give 
show number 13. 

Greek singer Demis 
Roussos. one of the pas- 
sengers hijacked to rhe 
Lebanese capital on a 
TWA flight by militant 
Muslims in 1985, will per- 
form between August 25 
and 27 in three concerts, 
including one in the war- 
damaged Beirut city cen- 
tre. 

"Beirut will be one of 
the biggest music cities. It 
will be happenin',” 
Michelle Everett, a high- 
heeled dancer with the 
British pop group Hadd- 
away, told Reuters after a 
high-decibel set by rhe 
group in mountains above 
Beirut earlier in August. 

"You get a very good 
vibe in Beirut, the crowd 


is brilliant. You don't get 
fhar in many places the 
24-year-old blonde added 
before raking ro the stage 
again during sets by rock 
band Alphaville and Brit- 
ish singers Jimmy Sum- 
merville and Marc 
Almond. 

“I dedicate this song to 
Beirut. It's called 'Peace 
On Earth '. A Ipha villc s 
German lead singer Mar- 
non Gold blared ro rhe 
Generation X-ers who 
turned out in thousands at 
the August 5 ‘ summer- 
storm ' concert. 

Tickets sold like hot- 
cakes for a second show 
by five other hil perfor- 
mers or bands — Rednex. 
Culture Beat. Sonia. 
Yakida and Dr. Alban — 
who also performed back- 
to-back tor nearly seven 
hours the following Fri- 
day. 

Lebanese heavy metal 
music fans arc in for a 
treat if metal demi-gods 
Iron Maiden come later 
this year, as rumour has it. 

"Lebanon had a tragic 
history for 15 years but / 
feel it is gening better 
now, " Mr. Gold told Reu- 
ters. 

"Many more bands 
should come and play 
Beirut to prove this is a 
place of peace." added 
Mr. Gold, who like ■ Irish 
rock star Chris De Burgh, 
who played two sellout 


shows in Beirut last 
September, said he was 
not afraid to set foot in the 
Lebanese capital. 

Gold's countrymen 
Heinrich Struebig and 
Thomas Kcmptner and 
De Burgh 's compatriot 
Brian Keenan were 
among westerners held 
hostage in Lebanon by 
Muslim militants. 

Most bands played on 
the peace theme during 
the two shows. Pop group 
Culture Beat urged the 
crowd of young women in 
tight tops and jeans-clad 
young men, many with % 
baseball caps worn back-” 
■wards, to raise their hands 
high in the peace sign. 

Alphavjlle’s thundering 
hit ‘Peace On Earth' — 
and other crowd-pleasers 
like ‘Big In Japan ' and 
'Forever Young' — meta- 
morphosed into a jam ses- 
sion with teenage girls 
swaying atop their boyf- 
riends' shoulders. 

Soldiers with sub- 
machineguns guarding the 
venue looked in bewilder - 
mem at spectators desper- 
ately trying to touch the 
tattooed singer as he dis- 
appeared in h cloud of 
smoke that engulfed the 
stage under blue and red 
lights and laser beams. 

"There is nothing like 
music io help people 
forget the bloodshed and 
feuds of recent years." 


good vibes in battered Beirut 



Marrion Gold, lead singer of the German rock group Alphaville, during a 
concert at a mountain near Beirut August 12. International 

into the former kidnap capital of the 
say is a ’good vibes’ city now. 

have performed in Beirut 


said Sheikh Osama 
Zahran. chairman of 
Beirut-based Multimedia 
Distribution Company, 
when his firm contracted 
three international acts for 
a May 12 show. 

Reggae singer Palo 
Ban ton. soul siren Rozalia 
and pop outfit Urban 
Cookie Collective played 
then to thousands of 
teenagers who danced the 
night away, after years of 
being confined to listening 
to favourite bands on pri- 
vate Beirut radio stations. 

But not all singers who 
have flocked ro the 
Mediterranean nation 
since its cycles of violence 
ended have crooned 
stress-free. 

Mexico's Lucia Men- 
dez. one of the first stars 
to come after the war, 
defied a July 4. 1992, 'car 
bombing which killed 
three people at a soccer 
stadium in Jounieh Port, 
performing there at night 
to a sellout crowd of 
10 . 000 . 

“I promise to tell the 
world that Beirut has 
peace." the dark-haired 
beauty, smiling but clearly 
shaken, said before 
adding: " Please under- 
stand I just came here to 
say hello, to sing my songs 
and ro wish you peace and 
friendship. " 

Car bombs killed hun- 
dreds of Lebanese during 


artists are pouring 
80s but which they 

the war years. A few 
since last December. 

Other European stars 
bombings have rocked 


Beirut since but there 
have been no disturbances 
like Samantha Fox. Patri- 
cia Kaas and Cheb K haled 


since 1990, but U.S. 
groups and singers are still 
to follow suit as washing- 


pop and rock 
world during the 

ton maintains a ban on 
travel ro Lebanon im- 
posed after the TWA hi- 
jacking. 
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Scientists breed maggots for back-io- nature therapy 
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By Randi Hutter Ep- 
. stein 

The Associated Press 

OXFORD — In a dank , 
fly-infested basement lab, 
David Rogers proudly dis- 
played the nvit of his 
labours: A bite-size chunk 
of liver smothered with 
^ thousands of slimy , 
squirming maggots. 

Enough maggots. Dr. 
Rogers estimated, to help 
heal the wounds of 10 
patients — figuring 10 
maggots per square cen- 
timetre of open sore. 

Dr. Rogers , an Oxford 
University entomologist, 
is a pioneer in the fledg-. 


ling field of maggot ther- 
apy. 

The notion is that mag- 
gots devour dead tissue 
and bacteria lurking in the 
wound but avoid healthy 
skin and muscle. In an age 
of increasing antibiotic re- 
sistance , the maggots may 
do a better job than medi- 
cine, proponents say. 

"It's got global appeal. 
It's ludicrously cost- 
effective and low-tech 
said Dr. John Church, an 
orthopedic surgeon. He, 
along . with Dr. Rogers and 
fellow entomologist Paul 
Embden, aim to launch 
maggot therapy here. It is 
already up and running in 


one U.S. hospital. 

“We just have to get 
past, what I call, the yuck 
factor, " said Dr. Church. 
“It's this immediate reac- 
tion of disgust. ” 

The Oxford team has a 
fertile family of flies, cap- 
able of producing hun- 
dreds of thousands of 
offspring every few weeks. 

“We can produce phe- 
nomenal quantities , the 
biggest problem is over- 
production," said 
E5! Embden, swatting dies 
buzzing around the scien- 
tists and a visitor. 

Now they just need the 
go-ahead from nurses, 
squeamish about changing 


bug-ridden bandages , and 
hospital managers , antsy 
about condoning infested 
wards. 

Dr. Church said he has 
treated one patient suc- 
cfjsfully. but he would not 
reveal the patient’s de- 
tails. * 

For at least three cen- 
turies. observant doctors 
had noted that patients 
with maggot-infested 
wounds healed faster than 
those without fly eggs, 
said Dr. Church. But only 
recently have a few clini- 
cians sought to bring na- 
ture’s remedy to hospital 
wards. 

Dr. Ronald Sherman , 


enfomo/og/sf-furned- 
doctor at the University of 
California, Irvine, com- 
pleted one of the Erst stu- 
dies comparing maggots to 
. medicine. He has been 
breeding and treating pa- 
tients at the Veterans 
Affairs Medical Centre in 
Long Beach for about five 
years. 

The Ghdings , based on 
10 patients and published 
in the April issue of the 
Journal of Spinal Cord 
Medicine, indicated that 
the bugs could heal 
wounds that defied medi- 
cine. Patients got maggots 
after medicine failed. The 
maggots, said . Dr. Sher- 


man, shrunk the wounds 
by about 20 per cent to 25 
per cent a week. All the 
patients healed complete- 
ly within about a month, 
said Dr. Sherman. 

Maggots thrive off dead 
meat and bacteria , and 
can “ get into the nooks 
and crannies that antibio- 
tics can ' t reach, ” Dr . . 
Church explained. 

Within about five days, 
maggots mature into 
-pupa, a hardened cocoon- 
like stage in which the 
full-grown fly develops. 
Bandages must be 
changed before the flies 
fly away, said Dr. Church. 

Most patients require at 


least three batches of mag- 
gots. 

Both Dr. Sherman’s 
and Dr. Church’s teams 
breed green-bottle flies , a 
common housefly formal- 
ly known as Indlia serica- 
ta. They suspect that other 
species are just as effec- 
tive but caution that it is 
also possible that other 
types of maggots could in- 
vade healthy tissue. 

In other words: Don’t 
try this without medical 
assistance. 

Besides treating pa- 
tients, the. scientists seek 
to unravel the mysteries of 
maggot’s inherent anti- 


bacterial traits. Such End- 
ings may yield clues to 

design more effective anti- 
biotics. 

Sherman has a hunch 
the mechanism may be too 
complex to replicate . 
Then, again, if you have 
the real thing , why settle 
for an imitation? 

"As an entomologist 
said Sherman, “I don ’t see 
why anybody wouldn’t be 
just as happy with the 
maggot. But I'm sureif-we 
could come up with a 
different delivery system 
without live critters, it 
would be more acceptable 
to most people. " 
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Angolan soldiers march home 
with new spectre of death 


By Christopher 
McDoogall 

The Associated Press 

SAUR1MO. Angola — 
Dangerous ideas fly 

■ around an Angolan army 
..*■ campfire — sex with a 

virgin is a miracle cure. 
■■ condoms cause impo - 
/ tence. girls can't get Ac- 
' quired Immuno Deficien- 
cy Syndrome (AIDS) and 
a smelly root paste will 
clear it right up, anyway. 

Soldiers relaxing with 
. - .beers shout agreement — 
unaware that they and. 

■ ‘ their comrades are likely 
_• to kill more of their com- 
patriots in the coming 
years of peace than they 
did during 20 years of civil 

... war. 

While other nations are 
nob. ‘Using to combat the 
deadly virus, two decades 
; of relentless fighting has 
; fumed Angola into “a 
w let h ally perfect petti dish 
•” for HIV . " says Dr. Eben‘ 
Moussi of the World 
- Health Organisation. 

"Combat killed 500.000 
Angolians: the first years 
.of peace may kill 1 mil- 
lion. " Dr. Moussi says. 
"Psychologically, physi- 
• ca lly, econo mica fly ' — 
Angola is not prepared for 
a disease that will hit with 
epidemic force. ” 

Also at risk are more 
than 7.000 international 
troops and tens of 
thousands of aid workers 
from around the world 
. who will soon be deployed 
across the Southern Afri- 
can nation under a U.N. 
reconstruction plan. 

Soon-to-be demobilised 
government and UNITA 


rebel troops pose the 
greatest threat. According 
to the Centre for Interna- 
tional and Strategic Stu- 
dies (CISS). infection, is so 
high among African sol- 
diers that they run a far. 
greater risk of dying from 
AIDS than from warfare. 

At least 65 per cent of 
army hospital beds in 
Uganda and Zaire are fil- 
led by soldiers with AIDS. 
More than half of Zim- 
babwe's soldiers are in- 
fected with HIV. the virus 
that causes the disease, 
according to the CISS 
study. 

Dr. Moussi believes at 
least 100.000 Angolan 
government and rebel 
troops — half the fighting 
force — are HIV-positive. 
They are marching home 
to civilians so war- 
weakened and wlnerable 
to disease that Dr. Moussi 
calls them " lambs for the 
slaughter. " 

The fighting that broke 
out on the eve of Angola's 
independence from " Por- 
tugal in 1975 has de- 
molished cities, bank- 
rupted health care coffers 
and forced more than SO 
per cent of Angola's civi- 
lians our of farms and vil- 
lages and onto the coast. 

Forced migration to 
overcrowded refugee 
camps, combined with a 
life expectancy of 45 
years, has broken down 
sexual taboos that would 
help restrain spread of the 
disease-, said Angolan 
Public Health Director 
Dr. Antonika Hembe. 

“ And when you warn 
people about AIDS, they - 
shrug." Dr. Hembe says. 


"Danger to them are 
mines, bandits, starvation. 
AIDS is at the end of the 
list. ” 

Political urgency also is 
missing. 

“We show the govern- 
ment a map of Africa with 
flags marking AIDS hot 
zones — Angola is sur- 
rounded, but we can't 
convince them there’s no 
escape," WHO's Dr. 
Moussi $aid. 

Judging by the 10-20 per 
cent infection rate in 
neighbouring Zaire. Zam- 
bia and Zimbabwe, ex- 
perts estimate at least 10 
per cent of Angola's 10 
million population already 
harbours the virus. 

But with the country 
divided by war for 20 
years and laboratories in 
ruins, health workers have 
been unable to do any 
AIDS testing, even in the 
military, where the infec- 
tion rate is believed to be 
highest. 

Boys as- young as 13 
were drafted by the 
thousands into the armies 
and received sex educa- 
tion from platoon mates 
on the march. Condoms 
and chastity were not 
prominent topics, says 
WHO AIDS-awareness 
trainer Ana Filgueiras. 

And the rape and pros- 
titution that trailed com- 
bat and helped spread the 
disease were further aided 
by sexual myths specific to 
Angola. 

“ Legend has it that sex- 
ual relations with a virgin 
girl can cure a man with a 
sexual transmitted dis- 
ease. " says Ms. Filgueiras. 

Young Angolan girls 


are now five times as like- 
ly to be infected as boys of 
same age. 

", And people believe 
these tribal healers who 
tout a noxious ointment 
they say will cure AIDS, 
which they call "war fati- 
gue, " Ms. Filgueiras adds. 

The rebels' top medical 
officer . Dr. Anastasio 
Sikato . contacted govern- 
ment doctors two days af- 
ter the peace treaty was 
signed in November to ask 
for help battling the 
spread of AIDS among his 
troops. 

"I am more fearful for 
the boys' lives now than 
ever before." Dr. Sikato 
said by satellite phone 
from rebel headquar- 
ters. 

Transfusions for 
wounded rebels have been aim- 
to-arm. with no screening 
for HIV. Dr. Sikato said. 
Condoms are not 
standard-issue in the guer- 
rillas' field packs. 

■ The disease is not strict- 
ly a health issue. Because 
AIDS attacks the coun- 
try's- modt ^ptB dot rive 
members — men and 
women between 16 and 35 
years old — it mil cut 
right to the heart of Ango- 
la’s effort to rebuild and 
feed the 2 million people 
battling famine. 

Predictions by WHO's 
Dr. Moussi: More teena- 
gers in AIDS wards than, 
in high school ; half the 
armed forces wiped out by 
the disease: growing 
famine as farms, short 
handed, fail; industries 
collapsing through lack of 
managers: a wild scramble 
to emigrate. 
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NUMBER, PLEASE 
By Joan D. Berbrich 


ACROSS 
1 Qu*i mvl plants 
5 Whc'C Greeks 
mai 

10 lErtots low 
15 Whjl W moan, 
19 Aidm tA okler 
HJ Witches' wwi 

21 Aoor Dolan 

22 Young o. end 

23 Even 
Si Papa'- 

25 Mused 
com women 

26 Marque de — 

27 Party missing Inyn 
"open sesame' 
at? 

31 Lumtw prcjacuon 

32 Town n Kansas 

33 Mougebd 

34 BemrvUnes 

DOWN 

1 CnartT Me* 

2 Pan ol Tosea" 

3 SackDono ot n 
Slwp 

4 insurrocnon 

5 Many of the 
wortd'a uVubnams 

6 Mystarous Greta 

7 Mow York ary 

8 Bbikfeh 

9 Pleasantness 

10 Sermon ol otnud 
Ira* 

11 Greeting wort 
>2 Coujirrv path 

13 ASiin land, bnstty 

14 Fomssary 

15 Tokyo etwrilgranr 
id me u 5 

16 Banei pad 

17 Yellow lever 
moaquio 

78 Take toreiWv 


3 T Man* Imah 

38 Conrooieni 

■W Dairy case iron® 

4i Seven tossjtij in 
eld mystery’ 

4’ Poll 

48 Year Sp 

49 To — Wnn low' 

50 Jai — 

£1 — Juan HSI 

£2 Faro missmg 
bekjre snawng* 1 

58 Cooking 
am* Son 

59 Rewran by 
mainage 

60 Chicago curoou 

61 Secondhand 
naniaciion 

*3 Cneveso tenirjg 
game 


28 Track 
Iransacbons 

29 Ponode 

30 hand ol loa 

34 Dapnvallon 

35 Aumor and 
acbese. Chase 

36 Chbw- 

37 Gowi gp lor 
workers 

38 Tolerate 

36 GratYl or mold, 
pecedar 

41 Beanarcof 

42 Giaaai edges 

43 Largo amount 

44 Place ol seentee 
4£ Toss crvMse 

46 The Old Sod 
48 Author Pa ion 

52 Aware or 

53 Barton ot Bow 

54 Religious book 


65 Kind Ol doll 

66 Some ndere 

67 Morals 
watchdog 

68 With itie mouth 
wide open 

70 Aieter poce 

71 Cornmodie (MT — 

72 Ainousand 
mtssuip in Persian 
lanlooy’ 

75 E>p*0flf 

78 NLame n lastnon 

79 Eye 

80 — Monies 

8r Heal 

82 Eight nnsing on 
Chnsirgas eve" 

88 SKher 

09 PaueMMrtras 

W Weapons 


55 Form 

56 Actress Ula 

57 HantParm fane 
59 Esira page ol a 

land 

6Z Makes do 

63 Cartaui day on a 
chundi catendoi 

6* Compose. Dvorak 
66 Scrooge's wonts 
07 Fartrom 
sendemon 

68 Relevant 

69 Asian desen 

70 Aver lo the Gbe 

73 ttraon-a 'ooir 

74 Caosarslauidtiy 

75 Conienled sound 

76 Appmnmafety 

77 NoHeman 

81 Hems lor prams 
83 Piayo. endng 

64 Sfeepbrtnge. 


91 King's lorl o 
62 Occur 

96 Enpon 
composer 

97 So long 1 

99 (nghly nwMMig m 
long race’ 

IQ5 Go cfl coerce 

106 Pronounce 

107 Dried inward 
106 One easdy 

deceived 
no Soaks Be. 
in Uppei sage u> a 
rode! 

1 12 Woody vine 

.113 Aulnar WioruH 

1 14 UhTUIum word 

115 Kind o' twang 

116 Roaaade emery 

117 Mo 


85 AitfcC 
mammal 

86 James Boncfc kw 

87 - Wo 

88 Balsa or pme 
91 Ora who gives 

1 ceded dues 
90 Ln — . Fiance 

93 Spowimg 

94 EM and Auden 

95 Racetrack price 

96 Sea Iran imfcara 
«ar 

97 Uadw Ave 
porun 

98 Sawyer ol TV 
news 

106 Gam lor Calo 

101 sna«s 

102 53 

103 Oirtsmus 

104 Error 
103 PnrmW 
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Diagram less, 17 x 17 
By Don Johnson 


Across 

1 Rumple 
5 kbgHendtpf 
9 Hindu garment 

10 Adore 

11 HOhrDtKJJS 

13 Gay — 

14 (Mods 

15 Thaw advewng 
jnanpaaed 


i7 WW'i'iln 
DOWN 

f Trading earner 

2 Authji of 

■ Hiddie' 

3 Jape raj* money 
* Observe* 

5 Has wiin the epen 
hand 
8 Hoar; 

7 Pinohed 

8 Items far 
Order; 

9 Uheagun 


Ifl 'Rock ol — ' ' 

19 QEOwonl 
X Timothy » Abty 
ol r*rvs 

23 Terns item 

24 Bonesoine 
lost 

25 Keadsireng 
29 Pub order 
32 Range ot iho 

Rockies 


1 1‘ 5od wild drops ol 
walcr 

12 Bed board 

13 Hammerhead 

14 TherflugWaro 

16 Sell 

17 Trarsmli 

20 Condemn 

21 -Baba 

22 SuppaediMtian 
mertxui 

24 Jog 


33 A Qatar 

34 Smd 

36 Stool pigeon 

37 Hale lul 

40 — VUiecd 

41 Tea 

42 whomollnd 
Juneau 

45 AitofxJam 
48 Mama ol com* 
No mregan lungs 

26 Tmoianie obb> 

27 Hobday ums 
29 Apponmienis 

29 Comic Johnson 

30 Uouna — 

31 Hugged 

34 Large pal M [ho 
world 

35 Arranges m a mv 

36 Waps 
39 Sword 

42 Chen voce 


47 Teenager's skm 
problem 
*9 Coil hazard 

52 Heals 

54 SUUmenl ol 
rekgKUB beftef 

55 Corrected 

57 English queen 

59 Satisfies 

53 Go-gellei 

60 Uraquolhng 

43 Roman household 
goo 

44 Cum* 

45Pcd3 

46 More hurra 
«s Food ruh 

49 Canocrug Peter 

50 linradan gpoaa 

51 Meucan money 

52 Qude os authority 

53 Addict . 

56 Moving Wie* 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

l.DUBUMOiVOTR MOOZUB OWQRCN WON 
SULTDU ON NDVGC ZWUB WU NOON Div' 
NILU ' GTLLUSCOIB T R ' NUMUR 

GTHNUGVDOHU QWIRRUBN. -BytC-Dwyle 

9.LI5NS JU<]N. U WXYZ D1Y DYAFJ U-DYTPMZ' 
27 RUN LAX M YB UNQ LSFSKPNPYM LOFV 
NIYD WYX UFF VPMJN YW U JKPRB YB 
JULPMZ. — By RJUSalrsto 

3.YTRJBYSHM MUSK, “ P S I PURI ST U 

' YTMOTATI8ME ORME PD JUG K3JJDGDRE 
J GTO PSI PUniH ET U YTUODETATISME.* 

— fiy Dbbm tt McCegy 

-f.HMEUTRNPR NPHRB FUBL FNBHA EUMBTS 
BAURM BY MEANT MEAT MET FLUSH 

BN5QBP. — By Ed BaddlAMja 


Tofu discovery: lt f s 
good for the heart 


By Daniel Q. Haney 

The Associated Press 

BOSTON — A new study 
suggests that people with 
high cholesterol can bring 
it down if they replace 
some of ' the animal pro- 
tein in their diets with tofu 
and other soy protein pro- 
ducts. 

Most talk about the dos 
and don'ts of a heart- 
healthy diet focuses on 
fats, which can affect 
cholesterol in the blood- 
stream. 

With the latest work, 
attention is fuming to pro- 
tein. 

The researchers theo- 
rised that a vegetable form 
of estrogen known to be 
present in soy protein 
directly lowers cholester- 
ol. though exactly how 
isn't clear. Human 
estrogen was previously 
known to bring cholester- 
ol down. 

"Soy protein is a very 
valuable asset to the diet. " 
Dr. James . W. Anderson 
i.fSaid. -"j£'s.;gros$ly ; uoder- 
. used by . me - American 
public." 

Soy is widely available 
as tofu, a spongy bland 
product, and in drinks, in 
meat substitutes that have 
the consistency of ham- 
burger and as flour that 


can be used in baking. 

Dr. Anderson pub- 
lished his analysis in an 
issue of the New England 
Journal of Medicine. He 
said he received $5,000 
from Protein Technolo- 
gies International, which 
makes soy protein, to help 
pay for the work. 

He and colleagues from 
. the Veterans Affairs 
Medical Centre in Lexing- 
ton. KY.. combined the 
results of 38 comparison 
studies of soy protein in- 
volving 730 people. Indi- 
vidually, the studies were 
too small to be conclusive. 
But put together, the be- 
nefits emerge clearly, the 
researchers'' say. 

In all of these studies, 
scientists partially substi- 
tuted soy protein' for some 
of the animal protein in 
the people's diets and 
•looked at the effects on 
their cholesterol. The 
volunteers consumed the 
same kinds and amounts 
of fat and cholesterol. re~ 
of. which, type of 
protein they were- gettiiig. 

- On average. 'zhey aie 47 
pammesof soy protein a day 
in place of animal pro- 
tein. which usually comes t 
from dairy products, meat 
and poultry. 

Overall.' the volunteers’ 
cholesterol levels fell 23 


milligrams per decilitre . or 
9 per cent, while eating 
soy prorein. However, the 
effects were significant 
only for those who already 
had moderately elevated 
cholesterol of 259 or 
above. The biggest be- 
nefits were in people with 
cholesterol over 335. 

Only LDL. the so- 
called bad cholesterol, fell 
during the soy diets. 
Levels of HDL, the form 
of cholesterol that pro- 
tects against heart disease. • 
did not change. 

Dr. Anderson said he 
believes 20 milligrammes 
of soy protein a day, sub- 
stituted for animal pro- 
tein, could be enough to 
help those who need to 
lower their cholesterol. 

Eight ounces of soy 
milk contain 4 to 10 gram- 
mes of soy protein; four 
ounces of tofu have 8 to 13 
grammes; one ounce of 
soy flolir has 10 to 13 
grammes. 

Scientists have long 
known * that^ .substituting 
soy protein cun\ iQWtr 
cholesterpl.ihfab Animals. 
But the * ; humah results 
have been sketchy. 

Dr. Ronald Krauss of 
the University of Califor- 
nia at Berkeley said the 
American Heart Associa- 
tion’s nuOTfion committee 


wilt take a hard look at’soy 
protein when it rewrites its 
dietary recommendations. 

"This is emerging as a 
potentially important fea- 
ture of diet that we need 
to consider as we work up 
our next set of iruide- 
lines,” said Dr. Krauss, 
who beads the commiffee. 

Dr. Anderson was also 
an early proponent of oat 
bran to lower cholesterol. 
The oat bran craze Was 
punctured in 1990 by Dr. 
Frank Sacks of Brigham 
and Women's. Hospital in 
Boston. He found ■ that 
people who fill up on oat- 
meal have 1o w'e r 
cholesterol only because 
they are too full to eat 
things that are bad for 
them. 

Dr. Sacks was also sceptical 
of soy protein, but he said 
Dr. Anderson's latest 
work has changed his 
mind. 

“ For people . with high 
cholesterol levels — in the ■ 
i$igh2(X)s ; 8nd#toye — it 
'Ipok$ Ukei:thcly rant get - a 
\Jxtne£t,'h Jie;said; “For 
those in the mid-200s, it 
may turn out soy protein 
will have a very small 
effect. And/or the 80 per 
cent of us in the javerage 
range, ii probably will not 
help.” 


At top medical schoois,women 
start outnumbering men 


By Emily Tsao 
The Associated Press 

NEW HAVEN, Conn. — 
Or an all-male dormitory 
floor at the Yale School of 
Mediciffe, topless pictures 
of actress Demi Moore 
and model Kate Moss 
hang on a bulletin board 
beneath a diagram of the 
chemical structure for tes- 
tosterone. 

Tesfosferone Alley, the 
unofficial name given the 
floor, is one of the few 
places left at the school 
where first-year male 
medical students hold 
sway. 

For the first time in the 
school’s 182-year history, 
women outnumber men 
among first-year students, 
making up 56 per cent of. 
the class that entered in 
1994. And Yale is not 
alone. 

Eighteen of the United 
Stares' 126 medical 
schools reported a major- 
ity of women in their first-, 
year class this academic 
year, including Harvard 
and Johns Hopkins in 
Baltimore, two other top- 
ranked institutions where 
it was also a first. 

At both schools, women . 
made up 53 per cent of the 
first-year class. 

Medical school officials 
are hard-pressed to ex- 
plain the shift. Yale’s 
admissions director, Lyn- 
ne Wootton, said the 
school did not even notice 
until ii tallied its final 
numbers. 

At Harvard, an admis- 
sions officer ventured a 
guess. . 

" Women seem to, com- 
municate better in the in- 
terview. " said Gerald Fos- 
ter. Associated Dean for 
Admissions. Because 
• some female applicants 


are older. Mr. Foster also 
said, "they bring some life 
experiences and maturity 
that adds to a class.” 

But with so many diffe- 
rent factors — test scores, 
recommendations and In- 
terviews — influencing 
admissions decisions . offi- 
cials at Yale. Harvard and 
Hopkins said it is difficult 
to pinpoint what is behind 
the numbers. 

For the past three years, 
women have made up ab- 
out 42 per cent of the 
students applying to U.S. 
medical schools. They also 
represented 42 percent of 
the new entrants last year. 

Finaf figures for this 
fall's medical classes are 
not yet available. 

Hopkins has been 
admitting women since 
1893. Yale since 1916. and 
Harvard since 1945. 

Yale has had to make 
some ch a n ge s to 
accommodate the a increase 
in women: A coed locker 
room outside its anatomy 
fobs had to be converted 
irito a women’s locker. 

But the gradual gender 
shift has not created any 
big waves among srudenfs. 
Both men and women said 
that dynamics were the 
same as in their under- 
graduate years. 

"It is hardly something I 
notice now.” said Lynda 
Kauls. 24. of St. Paul , 
Minn., a first-year student 
at Yale. 

Robert Gifford, an 
associate dean at Yale, 
said it is necessary to take 
the long view to appreci- 
ate the changes. He said 
the medical school has 
shed its fraternity-house 
atmosphere over the past 
several decades, and be- 
come a more gentle place. 

“I can’t tell yQu how 
much better it is. " he said. 


"It is a much more civil 
place to be. ” 

Gone are the days when 
professors at medical 
schools would illustrate 
parts of the body with 
pictures of women in biki- 
nis of playboy centreforids 
— or in a case recalled at 
Yale, ask women to step 
outside a lab while an off- 
colour joke is told. 

Professors are still tell- 
ing jokes at the medical 
school, but they are a little 
more politically correct 
these days. 

Whether it is «a story 
about a monkey driving a 
bus or a naked man run- 
ning down the street wear- 


ing only a condom, Yale 
Professor William Stewati 
begins each anatomy lec- 
ture with a joke. 

Stewart said he has not 
changed his repertoire ol 
jokes, but when he refers 
to a medical student in the 
joke , that student is no 
longer always a male. 

. The men may be learn- 
ing to curb displays of 
chauvinism but the photos 
hanging in Testosterone 
Alley show some be- 

ctlngel ^ n ° , easiI y 

The men say the photos 
are there for fun m The 

disgust ro//ec ^ their eyes in 


ANSWERS 

BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1. They provide the channels for irrigation and aera- 

2. In the hot sand with which they are covered 

3. As organs of hearing and smelline w i.* ‘ 
something similar to wiieless re^pthn / *^ apS 

4. Because they are visited and pollinated hr, 

and night-flying insects. ^ mated by moths 

5. Viper. 

6. Six. 


* a- A- a- & 


PUZZLES 

(A) JAMES & JOHN 
James will be 80. 

* * *r * 

(B) NAME THE FLOWERS 

1. ROSE 

2. LILY 
3.. DAISY 
4. TULIP 
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‘™ s * eZ? 
Potentially im^' 

|“ re <*&££■ 

fo consider as » e „ 

?. ur new set >» 
* ,J ]f** said Dr i? 
M, fto heads tbccoj^ 

^ r - Anderson tv* 
an ear/vp/^^^ - 

bran to lower choi^ 
The oat bran era* 
punctured in 19 %^' 
Frank Sacks of Bn* 
and Women's ffo £ 
Boston. He 
people who fill U p ft, 
meal have /„, 
cholesterol only beo. 
they are too full M 
things that are tod 
them. 

Dr. Sacks nasitoa; 
of soy protein, but k-, 
Dr . Anderson's \z 
work has changed 
mind. 

- For people with; 
cholesterol levels -1 
. high 200s and abtw- 
looks l/kp- they on g 
. benefit." he said. ", 
those in the m id-M 
may turn out soy pro 
will have a very sc 
effect . And for the ac- 
cent of us in tbe/m 
range, it probably «S 
help . " 
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fieltow dtitens, fo« my re- 
solve tt derived from my do» 
ter urination to sodc God's 
blessmp, and that X derive 
my ability and my reepjve 
from .a life-long journey wgfe 
all of you, a journey during 
whkb we faced the noadffi, 
cult and ferodoqx of chal- 
lenges, and forofighout which 
1 wa* with yon and among st 
you, witneasmg your 
able patience, your stamina, 
md 

me. Throughout this journey, 
yon have known what fa k, 
my heart of heart* and roper 
soul In cerms of feelings of 
tnrtt. sincerity, and over- 
whelming love. 

My utmost desire through- 
out these year* has bcenmy 
concetn to pteserve and pro- 
tect your dignity, which is my 
cfigmty, and to defend your 
nght to a life of freedom and 
dignity, whore the h y m n 
being can excerciae bis 
humanity without befam de- 
nied the right to confinbote 
toward* budding the future of 
his country and nation, where 
the human being can enjoy 
his inalienable rights and per- 
form his duties in an atmos- 
phere of freedom, honour, 
and dignity among Ids peo- 
ple, and where his efforts and 
contributions as well as bis 
awareness are truehr recog- 
nised among his or her peo- 
ple- 

Dear brothers and i lslsi r. 
These are some of our vi- 
sions and aspirations at tbk 
stage, and hopefully wifi con- 
tinue to be the same. They 
have not come out of a vohC 
and certainly did not come 
about without suffering, for 
we have faced so many chal- 
lenges until we became a 
solid tree, admired by those 
who bode us well, and envied 
by hypocrites everywhere. I 
say this while l see the Jorda- 
nian model evolving into 
clear and sincere stances, uxt- 
weavering resolve, a tolerant 
democracy, a balanced plur- 
alism, and a dear awareness 
of the state of die nation 
which compels us all, in the 
spirit of the responsibly 
which we bear, to send a call 
across die nation, whenever 
we hear of a hungry child or a 
patient short of medicine, or 
a village without education, 
or whenever* free man.suf- ; 
fere from thd injustice dP a 1 
prison, and tbtfopprennou^ 
a jailer. . 

It is through tins dear 
nationalistic vision that we 
wish for the nation to wake 
up to the reality of a world 
that has changed to the ex- 
tent that it witnessed the rise 
of a historical movement that 
brought to surface contradic- 
tions of all sorts at the same 
time. 

It is our duty towards our 
nation, now that we have 
learnt about this new world 
all that we can learn, to be 
sincere in our advice and our 
opinions, as we have always 
been sincere in affection and 
consultation, particularly 
.since we have givpn martyr 
after martyr in every comer 
of its vast land in pursuit of 
justice, setting a model to the 
world at large as to the mean- 
ing of revolution and the 


pwwy of Kvotafenadct, 

Omut brothers and «***_ 

Much has been said about 
Iraq, which has and nfwayx- 
will be our brotherly nation, 
whose people* ptrip and sof- 
foriag wxB aJways be fctt iy 
nt, a no bl e hod riqhwjfo 
heritage and that has every 
right up take hi place anQH 
its nation and the rext of the 

•odd. the hfa thptsce of hu- 
, m a n riv&satioae that^m*- 
riefrod th e sest ^gfeworid, a 
-oomttry, akmg 

aad armed farocfc^hat basin 
ovbeam and mfods, bcaein 
Jordan. a yery fcdai place 
Characterise* by true 
brotherhood. wAfekwc both 
experienced qw a. long 
period of ti me , and a frgtcnu- 
ty that was nurtured by bright 
Wri of hfcocy fromtiw 
**“te foot “Htamna*’- r epre- 
•entedtho hfe*<rf foeAbba- 
®d «« afl foe wmr Until the 
tone Of !h a Great Arab 

for fee as 

dom, maty, ct*crioq , and 
pro^^ timfi that the 

wete bo*n <W own Jordan 
Arab Amoy and its Wiow 

Both foese antics 

our nation's eternal 

and g a&martyrs, who wa- 
tered with bar blood our- 
land and die land of the 
Arabs at large. 

Ar for us, foe bouse of the 
Prophet, foe monuments of 
our martyrs dot the land of 
Iraq, and rise Wafa, as do the 
batmen of the msbemhea in 
every struggle towards free- 
dom justice,' and human 
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over Iraqi policies 


Xing Faisal the 


has been the history 
of the Hashemite* since the 
days of the Imam All Ben 
Abi Tafeb and Ins sons, A1 
Hasan and Al Hussein, and 
through to the time of King 
FaoaT the Second and his 
family, whose Mood was spil- 
led from foe same source, 
that of Karbala’ to water the 
land of Iraq in defence of 
principles, right, and dignity. 

As Iraq stood by Jordan, 
sodid Jordan stand by Iraq in 
its darkest hours -and days, 
particularly on that; day when 
we were surprised by its war 
with Iran. 

At that rime we referred to 
^.^eastjtpp gate to foe 

people, I spent as mtich tune 
and before there as I <fid with 
my nation — Jordan. 

•Circumstances in the 
xeigoo and the homeland, as 
you weU remember, were dif- 
ficult andthe future appeared 
lo be Weak. 

And before anyone thinks 
tint I bave arobitions in. Iraq 
let me- aasure everyone, as 
God is my witness, that my 
only ambition is witnessing 
Iraq coming out of Minding 
.darkness; ftoin its long night 
.of suffering into a new dawn 
of freedom, which wfil . re- 
move all foe causes- of its 
both internal and 


I say all this because it may 
cross someone’s mind that I 
may be seeking the position 

which I once 

day that my 



on foe 
com- 


*oo of King Ghxti, 

spo of Faisal Bin At Hussein, 
when I was W* deputy and 
bpfcp- in presiding over the 
A«b unios, «dwa combfoed 
T^two-cotmedes, - - - 

Faisal the Second de- 
parted. when he was in his 
a victim of the oofo- 
co n«p«radc s of enemy 
forces inside the Arab World 
Jmd outride; -His life -waa 
■ tideen tradcafiy whhri he was 
- fo foe prone ^foa youfov . 
- And I -rtm^niborATOf rt- 
mind (you), fo# I wfiUmdy 
accepted the wfil of God «* 
concerns foe martyrs of my 
4Eamily, For we foe Hafoe- 
ntijes ieek'noifoqg but God’s 
bicialnp, so t st wc may 
continue to be sMe ip per- 
form om duties in fo is eaithly 
life, after which we hope to 
. meet our Mr*er afow. wifo 
foe chosen few from Hw mer- 
tyrs end servants^; ‘ - 
■ Wo lcft it npfofoe Iraqi 
people ter chart their own 
course end to five tbdr own 
jwpertTOce. And we wished 
that foe different element* of 
its social fabric, be foey Sunni 
.or Shiite, Arab. or Kurd, 
brought together by the 
Hasbeurites would not be dis- 
ec tangled. .... 

We praynd and continue to 
pray to foe Almighty to pro- 
tea ife national unity and hs 
sovereignty over its entire 
land, and to guide the con- 
tinued unity of its people 
under a respectable and 
harmonious pluralism, where 
no single dement of that 
social fabric would hegemo- 
nrie the othen, and where 
none of hs rights would be' 
eliminated , in an atmosphere 
of freodom, democracy, and 
rerocct for human rights. 

when foe Iraq-Iran war 
ended, 
terms 

cover, prosper, and progress. 
We all hoped that it would 
become a factor of stability 
and development among its 
nation, ana that the door of 
opportunity would be wide 
open, again, for its people to 
contribute towards the en- 
richment of the nation and 
human civilisation. We also 
wished for Iraq and its people 
to enjoy foe fruits of progress 
undera peace, which we have 
wished tor the entire region, 
itspeoplo^and Its fdtiirog&n- 
qjmttibnvft’w tod* fiiottnq 
Our- Advice -and '’Wishes 
were presented to the Iraqi 
leadership in abundapee, in 
so far as hs policies and its 
positions towards foe Arab 
and international comm uni- 
ties were concerned. 

We were always heartened 
to hear from that leadership, 
in different Arab summits, a 
categorical rejection of in- 
terference in -other-countries’ 
affairs, and a total committ- 
ment to rejecting use of Arab 
weapons by any Arab coun- 
try against another and that 
die smallest Arab country or 
Arab people enjoy the same 
rights as the largest, and that 
ff one country attacks 
another, it would be foe duty 
of the other countries to stop 
it, even to wage war against ft 
to halt the aggression. 

Iraq as its leadership de- 
clared, even called on its 
Arab brothers to take' that 


™ WW. 

I, optimism reigned in 
of Iraq's ability to re- 


attinde against it if it ever 
attacked another Arab coun- 
try. 

Wfe were afi comforted at 
fofit time by what^we beard. 

«& we comimiod in our 
-fohfffefoWiKb achieving har- 
mow. and cohesion through- 
out our vast homeland. 

And suddenly, we were 
the lightening news 
attack on, and 

. it occupation’ of. 
jper Kuwait over -a fos- 
n between foe two 
lierTy countries, This 
c omman ded 
same leadership foot 
made the aforementioned 
. -CQmmmnent. . 

Faced by this shock we in 
Jpgrihm moved immediately 
an settle the m a tt e r in an 
Arab comexr, and to explore 
ifo possible Arab, avenues to 
secure an immediate Iraqi 
” adtbdrowal from Kuwait, and 
foen try to settle the dispute 
/between foe two oemntries in 
a peaceful, brotherly way. 

In the event of failure to do 
1 Jty we would resort to every 
possible means available to 
us to Bberate Kuwait 10 en- 
surefoat this matter fod not 
getout of Arab hands, some- 
foing which would have en- 
tailed serious r epe rc us sions. 

In any case, fate deter- 
mined the course of events, 
and foe conflict was interna- 
tionalised, which took its 
negative util on Arab nation- 
al interests. 

The Arab image the world 
over was shaken as a direct 
result of brotherly Lru's in- 
vasion of brotherly Kuwait 
and all its ramifications to 
this very day. 

As for foe Iraqi leadership 
■ rtseff, its policy from the very 
beginning of our contempor- 
ary relations was based on 
concealing all foot was re- 
lated to their major potior 
decisions, starting with their 
war with Iran, ana through to 
their occupation of Kuwait. 

’ And after foe issue was 
internationalised, our advice 
fell on deaf ears, although 
this advice was always true 
and honest and in tine with 
our concern for the interest 
of our nation, its peoples, the 
destiny of its generations, 
and the welfare erf Iraq itself. 

We in Jordan have shoul- 
dered foe burden and our . 
sufferings were great. There- ... . 

came fowm'routom’a niffiiOnj pspited ffom-foe 

disphonH peojtic and We had .malpractices that deprived 


mining further deeds and 
issuing statements that con- 
tradicted our peace fu l en- 
deavours to servo Iraq and 
foe Arab Nation. 

The Iraqi attitude had 
negativdy wfected our credi- 
bHity at foe Arab and inter- 
national levels. 

Then foe war broke out. 
The rockets and missiles 
started flying through our 
airspace hie ting civilian 
forgets s# brad and Arab 
cfrk& Have you ever heard 
from mefobqaestion which I 
now ask: Was Iraq really 
aware ot the danger of firing 
rockets through our airspace 
and foe dangers that would 
ensue from mad’s reprisal, 
with the consequences affect- 
ing foe ■ Kingdom, which 
Stood akroe and besieged at 
foe time? 

Orwas.that action another 
one of . foe numerous un- 
realistic ■actions and be- 
haviours winch foe Iraqis as 
well as aB the Arabs had 
suffered from and continue to 
suffer until fob moment? 

It is for foe first time that 
yon hear me asking fob ques- 
tion. But the worm had seen 
me seeking continoocsiy and 
with all my power to end the 
sufferings rtf foe dear Iraqi 
people. 

Thb effort continued with 
the befe 1 of my Jordanian 
people. 

Here I wonder, for the first 
tune, and ask: Did tire Iraqi 
authorities purposely contri- 
bute to spreading shadows 
and doubts over mu’ integrity 
and our stand and over our 
keenness on safeguarding the 
Arab interests for afi Arab 
states without discrimina- 
tion? 

We had never conspired 
against any Arab state in our 
lives. Had we been in a posi- 
tion with influence, with our 
views accepted by the world, 
Iraq and ail the Arabs would 
have been alright now. 

All these questions never 
occurred to me until foe last 
days although I was haunted 
by suspicions over the in- 
formation that reached us 
and readied foe world at 
not with regard to the 
_ of the Iraqi people 
as a result of foe embargo, 
which they have been endur- 
ing with pride and persever- 


to accord them hospitality as' 
is foe custom in our country. 
We also received 400,000 ex- 
patriates from Kuwait and 
the Gulf states. Thb ordeal 
started since foe .first day of 
the . Iraqi occupation of 
Kuwait followed by a land 
apd maritime blockade on 
Jordan and We faced a war 
around us and military 
threats directed against us. 
We endured that stage with 
ignity and. we were alone. ; 

7e recruited all able bodied 
men to cany arms and defend 
the Kingdom and prevent any 
attack on it from any source. 
We also worked hard politi- 
cally to find a peaceful for- 
mula and*dcal with foe disas- 
ter but in vain. 

We moved to different 
parts of the world to help 
achieve that goal, only to 
hear the Iraqi brothers com- 


Iraqi ‘citizens of foe most 
basic human rights. 

Dear brothers, 

I would like here to refer to 
LL-Gen. Hussein Kamel and 
bis family and say that they 
have contributed to removing 
foe veil from our eyes so that 
we could see the real situa- 
tion in Iraq and foe pain and 
the suffenpgs. Thb family 
had encountered no less pain 
when its members derided to 
defect and leave behind the 
great position, the luxury and 
foe easy life they bad enjoyed 
in Iraq for a great relief ... for 
their conscience with regard 
to their people and foe Iraqi 
army. 

Hussein Kamel and his 
family have arrived here in 
their unde’s home and they 
enjoy their care, according to 
their own choice and en- 


joying foe protection of the 
Jordanian people. 

Hussein Kamel and bb 
family enjoy care and hospi- 
tality in a ooontiy brotherly 
to Iraq,, among people who 
love the Iraqi* and Iraq, peo- 
ple who are passed over the 
Iraqi people's pain and suf- 
ferings, people who wbh that 
foe raps, will soon sec the 
end of foe . dark tunnel and 
come out to witness a new 
dawn. . 

I have known fob brother 
who chose to come to Jordan 
seeking security and safe 
haven. We have known that 
he bad sever been an agent 
to any party m thb world. 

Jordan has no agents and 
does not welcome or give 
protection to agents or 
traitors. 

Hussein Kamel came to 
. Jordan to tefl me about his 
decision as soon as he ar- 
rived, asking that I accept 
him to five here because he 
knows how foe Iraqb have 
been living here in nay heart 
and my conscience ^din the 
bean of Jordan, which throbs 
with love for foe Iraqi people 
and foe Arabs at large. 

He is an Arab asa true 
Iraqi youth who had suc- 
ceeded in gathering around 
him a team considered the 
elite of the Iraqi people 
known for their efficiency, 
and they worked together to 
complete foe construction of 
their country and their armed 
forces and to meet the coun- 
try’s needs in its long war 
with the Islamic brotherly 
country of ban. Thai war was 
partly caused by foe dispute 
over Shatt Al Arab which the 
Iraqi leadership itself had 
ceded and stopped deman- 
ding sovereignty over it in 
accordance with the Algiers 
agreement between Iraq and 
Iran when fob leadership 
accepted Al Thalouj as foe 
border line with Iran. Hus 
war had caused a stream of 
blood to flow on both sides 
for eight years. It b foe same 
leadership that after the end 
of foe war with Kuwait that 
again accepted foe Thalouj 
fine as a border. 

Perhaps, out of all foe 
bloodshed, we now witness 
foe demarcation of foe Iraqi- 
Iranian borders and the Iraqi- 
Kuwaiti borders and we see 
Iraq recogni$ia& Kuwait be- 
,forc the whole, worlds -and 
dedaxing its commitment and 
Its respect for. that country. 

Hussein Kamel supervised 
foe establishment of the Re- 
publican Guards and the Spe- 
cial Guards of the Iraqi army. 
He succeeded in serious tasks 
for foe reconstruction of the 
in- 
in 

reactivating and operating 
them in the aftermath of foe 
Gulf war disaster. 

The last few years were 
indeed hard and full of 
tragedies and challenges. 

I was shocked once again 
recently to hear news that 
had been confirmed to me by 
Hussein Kamel in our first 
meeting when be disclosed to 
me about Iraq's intentions to 
mass froops against brotherly 
Kuwait for another occupa- 
tion had there not been a 
prompt Arab and interna- 
tional response against these 


infrastructure of Iraq’s in 
stirutions and succeeded ir 


moves. 

There were plans that were 
debated just days before he 
sought refuge in Jordan. The 
debate rook place at the high- 
est level in Iraq in prepara- 
tion for sub attack on Kuwait 
^and Saudi Arabia. 

It is enough to say that foe 
mere thought of such action 
and the probability of its ex- 
ecution constitutes a horrible 
aKastraphe for foe Arab Na- 
tion, which has not dressed 
its bleefong wound. Thb ac- 
tion would bring about a 
catastrophe, with die destruc- 
tion of foe remainder of the 
Iraqi army and its Repubfican 
Guards and was bound to 
expose Iraq, God forbid, to 
disintegration and loss and 
foe uprooting of the eastern 
gate of the Arab Nation. 

With all pain and grief and 
sadness I hereby delcare and 
warn that the major and in- 
fluential world powers would 
continue relentlessly to un- 
cover all Iraqi programmes to 
make weapons of mass des- 
truction — nod ear, chemical, 
biological — and their means 
of delivery. I warn that these 
powers will not lift the 
embargo on Iraq until all 
these weapons have been 
destroyed. These powers will 
continue to pursue their 
efforts to see Iraq im- 
plementing all U.N. Security 
Council resolutions, foremost 
of which is the complete dis- 
closure about the missing 
Kuwaitis in Iraq. 

Tins b what we have long 
sought to disclose and also 
foe derisions relaxed with hu- 
man rights in Iraq. 

All these facts and the suf- 
fering were the reasons for 
foe departure of Hussein 
Kamel and hb family from 
their country to another part 
of their big homeland. This 
was after he spoke there and 
tried to bring reform in every 
field open to him until he was 
frustrated by desperation and 
convinced that he will not 
succeed in hb efforts. He had 
come to our country and 
spoke to you and to the Iraqb 
and foe world from my home, 
which b also hb home, and 
from my country, which b 
hb, to reply to the charges 
directed against him. He 
talked on behalf of millions 
of Iraqb and to millions of 
Iraqis from Jordan, the haven 
•Of. .foe oppressed who are 
seeking liberty, as it was 
through history. In hb posi- 
tion of responsibility, he was 
prevented by hb conscience 
from attacking hb people in 
hb country and voluntarily 
chose to leave, accepting to 
take all consequences and re- 
fusing, to enjoy what the 
majority of foe Iraqi people 
are deprived of, seeking to 
save his country and protect 
its unity and right to life. 
Dear Brothers, 

These are the facts which 
shrouded foe recent develop- 
ments in brotherly Iraq and 
foe tragic suffering of its peo- 

E le. And as I am used to, X 
ad to inform you and foe 
rest of foe Arab peoples 
some of these facts. 

Regarding foe talk that 
Jordan might dose its bor- 
ders with Iraq or block food 
and medicine supplies to its * 
people, thb b something that • 


has never crossed our minds 
because we are with the peo- 
ple of Iraq with all our might 
until its long suffering ends. 
Regarding our search for a 
substitute source or sources 
of oil we are importing from 
Iraq in payments of more 
than Sl.l billion in debts 
(thus far as I was informed 
recently), we are only look- 
ing for precautionary substi- 
tutes out of our duties to- 
wards our people in feeing 
any extraordinary situation 
that might, at any time, bait 
oil supplies from Iraq tem- 
porarily. 

The answer to foe talk that 
some party in foe world b 
practising pressure on us in 
any issue, as it b known, we 
have proved during our 
march and before the whole 
world that we do not submit 
to pressures, no matter how 
severe our suffering b, and 
that we only follow our con- 
victions and the guidance of . 
our living conscience, thank 
God, knowing that our heads 
will never bow down but for 
foe Almighty. It is a source of 
relief for us to have thb small 
country becoming big with its 
people; and the support we 
receive from the (countries of 
foe) world will be met with 
gratitude and appreciation. 

Concerning rumours that 
we have fears of an imminent 
Iraqi attack on 'Jordan. Al 
Hussein, who was honoured 
to be foe first Jordanian 
volunteer to join the Yar- 
mouk Force rushing to Iraq's 
aid, knows,* along with the 
whole Jordanian people and 
army, that the love and devo- 
tion he has to Ins nation, 
country and brotherly Iraq 
will make foe Iraqi army, 
which descends from the 
Great Arab Revolt army, 
supportive of it (Jordan) 
against any one trying to 
undermine the eternal 
(brotherly ties). 

My dear femfly. 

The keenness to present 
facts before all and the keen- 
ness to safeguard foe in- 
terests of Iraq and the whole 
Arabs b the reason for these 
frank, brief words which I 
wanted to have as a call 
which will reach... the 
brotherly Iraqi people and 
army which offered many 
sacrifices for its nation. I ara 
confident that Almighty foe 
-God ibt with*, foe people of 
Iraq, and that we and our 
nation are with it, as are all 
the people with a living con- 
science and every believer in 
human rights, freedom, and 
democracy. May God protea 
Iraq from every evil and help 
it regain foe state of security 
and peace, to continue con- 
struction and to lead an hon- 
ourable life and take its suit- 
able status in foe ranks of its 
nation, in order to have Iraq 
as a proponent of concilia- 
tion, solidarity, cooperation 
and tolerance... 

These are foe features of 
our perspective of the situa- 
tion and foe future of foe 
nation. When we present, 
facts in such clarity, we only 
express the right of our peo- 
ple and the nation to be 
aware of developments and 
to enable them to take a 
stand satisfactory to all of 
us... 


Scholars see misguided concepts of Islam 


(Cootinocd from page 12) 

amination, reformation and 
revitalisation. Like the re- 
formation in foe West, it b a 
process not only of inteflec- 
tuai ferment ana rctqpoas de- 
bate but also of religious and 
political unrest, violence and 
revolution.” 

But Mr. Esposito wanted 
that ; £utphasb on ’’Islamic 
fundamentalism” as a global 
threaz had reinforced a 
tendency to equate violence 
with Islam. 

**The risk today is that ex- 
aggerated fears vrnl lead to a 
double standard in foe prom- 
otion of democracy and hu- 
man rights in- foe Muslim 
World, ,r be said, citing West- 
ern conceni and acnon for 
democratising the former 
Soviet Union and Eastern 
Europe but “mured or - in- 
effective response with re- 
gard to foe promotion of 
democracy in foe Middle 
Hast or die defence of Mus- 
lims in Bosnia-Heizegovina.” 

Yvonne Haddad, professor 
of Islamic history at the Uni- 
versity of Massa chuse tts, 
argued that pluralism in Isla- 
mic understanding b not a 
Western invention, but is the. 
essence of Islam “as revealed 
in the Koran and practised by 
foe Prophet Mohammad and 
advocated by foe rightly 
guided caliphs.” 

“It b dear that the debate 
within Islamist aides con- 
ceroing pluralism is engaged 
and wifi go on for some 
rime,” said Ms. Haddad. 
“Critics and observers wonder 
which will prevail as final 
truth if an Islamic system is 
instituted... but at the same 
time, Islamists question 


whether foe West in general 
and foe U.S. in particular can 
tolerate Islam and Islamic 
choices in their definition of 
what b meant by pluralism. 
Can the American govern- 
ment. foe advocate of plural- 
ism, diey ask, really learn to 
celebrate the d ifferenc es in- 
herent in foe Isl ami s t vision 
in the. woridT 
The Crown Prince, in hb 
meeting with foe scholars, 
voiced hope that foe work- 
shop would achieve “the 
establishment of facts — and 
only facts — regarding the 
history of Mushm percep- 
tions of Christianity, and 
Christian perceptions of 


Islam, at different periods in 
developing what I have 
appealed for on so many 
occasions — understanding, 
comprehension.” 

“The participants in fob 
exercise are not present Imre 
by virtue of being Muslims, 
Christians, or Jews, but in 
their individual capacities as 
scholars seeking exchange 
and refinement of know- 
be said. 

ic conference, which 
started on Monday, b being 
held at Forte Grand Hotel. It 
b organised by the Royal 
Institute for Inter-Faith stu- 
dies, which was established 
last year. 


UJSL opens up big guns on Serbs 

») 


tCnnttnuH from 


showed what Washington 
said were mats graves after 
the “safe area” Id) in July. . 

It also lists accusations 
against the Serbs including 
summary execution, rape, 
shelling of fleeing civilians 
and beatings. 

The renewed fighting 
around former Yugoslavia 
and evidence of human rights 
violation underscored the 
urgency of getting a U.S. 
peace initiative launched fob . 
month moving again. 

Top U.S. teemty officials, 
striving to keep momentum 
after foe deaths of force U.S, 
envoys, were discussing 
names for new negotiators 
and preparing for tails with 
Other major power. - 

Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, National Secur- 
ity Adviser Anthony Lake 
and Defence Secretary Wil- . 
liam Perry met on Tuesday 


along with mediating team 
leaders AsristahtSecretatyof 
State Richard Holbrooke and 
Lieutenant-General Wratfcy 
dark, 

* The White House had mo 
immediate word on who 
would replace foe diplomats, 
Robert Frasure, Joseph 
Kiuzel and Nelson' Drew, 
who were killed on Saturday 
in a road accident. 

The peace mission had 
been touring the capitals of 
Serbia. Croatia and Bosnia to 
present foe American plan, 

Washington has said that 
there was a window of oppor- 
tunity to end the three-year 
war among Muslims, Croats 
and Serbs in Bosnia and the 
overall conflict in foe north- 
ern Balkans. 

“The tone of foe meeting 
was sombre, but they ate 
determined to keep (the U.S. 
peace initiative) going," 
White House spokeswoman 
Mary Ellen Glynn said. 


Israel says ^masterminds’ held 


j) 


called Mohammad Dif, who 
was already wanted for the 
of three 


Idlll; 


Israelis, foe 


ng or 
Shin Beth chief said. 

Automatic weapons • and 
explosives have been found 
on foe premises, he added. 

They were among 30 
Palestinians arrested in the 
same investigation. 

The Sbin Beth said they 
recruited Sufian Salem Al 
Jabarin, 26, from Al Zahir- 
iyah, south of Hebron, who 
Mew up the bus in Jerusalem. 

And they found Labib 
Anwar Fares Azzam, 22, 
from Qarate village near 
Nablus, who committed 
suicide on a bus in the Tel 
Aviv suburb of Ramat Gan 
on July 24 killing six Israelis. 

The alleged, masterminds . 
also planned a earbombing 
and the tfdkuppfrm of an 
Israeli soldier to try to swap 
him for Hamas prisoners, but 
neither operation took place. 

The announcement came 
after Prime Mi niter Yitzhak 
Rabin accused Syria of com- 
plicity in the wave of bomb- 
ings by harbouring foe Mus- 
lim fundamentalist leaders 
behind foe attacks. 

‘’Instructions for the 
bombings are given mainly 
from Damascus where the 
head of Islamic Jihad, (Fathi) ‘ 
Shakaki, has lived since we 
expelled him from Jerusalem 
in 1985,” Mr. Rabin fold 
reporters. 

Two Islamic Jihad suicide 
bombers carried out the .sixth 
blast killing 21 people last 
Jan. 22. 

“A Hamas leader, a cer- 
tain sheikh is also in Damas- 
cus. Wc expelled him in 1982- 


1983” foe prime minister 
told reporters. 

* "He has become the spir- 
itual guide of the engineer 
Yahya Ayyash and perhaps 
pven more.” 

Mr. Rabin did not name 
foe sheHcfa but said he fre- 
mentfv changes address in 


Isradi radio reported that 
Mr. Ayyash is now hiding in 
disguise under a different 
name .in the- autonomous 
Gaza Strip. 

Israel lifted at dawn 
Wednesday a ban on Gazan 
workers entering foe Jewish 
state, which had been im- 
posed immediately after 
Monday’s blast, the army 
said, 

But the West Bank was to 
remain seated off until at 
knot dawn Thursday. 

Security officials s^d they 
had a tip that Hamas was 
planning another suicide 
bombing from the West 
Bank. 

The closure pre v ent s more 
than 15,000 west Bonkers 
with work, permits from 
reaching their jobs made 
Israel. 

Israel only lifted a 10-day 
closure on foe Gaza Scrip on 
Sunday. 

That closure had been im- 



Aviv. Three Hamas suspects 
surrendered to Palestinian 
?Kce on Friday after a six- 
' siege of their hideout in 


ity. 

Mr. Rabin also said 
Wednesday military groups 
fought to topple b« govern- 
ment through suicide bomb- 
ings. 


Military exercises draw to a close 


President Bill Clinton in an 
unmistakable message to Iraq 
that Washington intended to 
live up to its pledge to defend 
foe Kingdom against any 
potential threat from its east- 
ern neighbour. 

Both Jordanian and Amer- 
ican officers, jointly com- 
manding “Operation Infinite 
Moonlight” in the middle of 
the desert some 100 
kilometres southeast of Am- 
man — about 20 kilometres 
east of Qatnma on foe main 
Amman-Aqaba highway — 
said the exercises were going 
well and on schedule- 

The manoeuvres. Brig. 
Saraireh said, aim at “prom- 
oting military understanding” 
between Jordan and the U.S. 
and 'upgrading the skills of 
Jordanian soldiers in desert 
combat situations. 

“They are learning from us 
and we are learning from 
them," said Col. Blose. de- 
scribing Jordanian soldiers 
and officers as “highly pro- 
fessional.” 

According to Col. Blose. 
who fought in the 1991 Gulf ' 
war over Kuwait, about 200 
other Gulf war soldiers are 
among the 1.970-strong 
Marine force taking part in 
the exercise. “Others are 
generally youngsters,” he 
said. 

Jordanian officers said ab- 
out 1,000 soldiers from the 
Seventh King Abdullah 
Battalion were involved in 
foe manoeuvres. 

Action began on Aug. 18 
after the four ghips of the 


(Continued from page 1) 

American . Marine unit had 
docked at Aqaba three days 
earlier and started moving 
equipment. 

The joint assault on an 
enemy position that began 
early Wednesday is the last of 
foe various stages of exer- 
cises, which also involved 
training in logistical skills 
such as setting up bases, load- 
ing. unloading and installing 
equipment and offering sup- 
port services. 

By midmoming Wednes- 
day. the joint force had 
moved seven kilometres into 
the desert after a vanguard 
U.S. Marine unit “secured” a 
hilltop and deployed in 
battle-ready positions. 

Corporal Tommy Carper, 
24. of Texarkana, Texas, lay 
sprawled on his stomach. 


with an M-16 at foe ready and 
keeping an alert eye dow- 
nhill. It was difficult to im- 
agine anyone staying for 
more than 10 minutes in that 
position, with both elbows 
firm on the ground, propping 
up foe gun and eyes glued to 
foe gunsights. 

The terrain “is a little diffe- 
rent" from that foe Marine 
unit is used to in the Califor- 
nia desert, said CpI. Carper, 
happily taking a few minutes 
off from his vigil to talk to the 
Jordan Times. But “we are 
getting along okay.” said 

CpI. Carper, who had been 
holding that position for two 
hours and expected to. remain 
there “for a while” before 
moving ahead for the “final 
phase" of the manoeuvres. 
“We take it day by day.” 


Ekeus . 


(Cntfaned from page 1) 

But, he said, the speed 
with which his commission 
will proceed will depend on 
continued Iraqi openness to- 
wards the U.N. 

The U.N. official said Iraq 
had none but itself to blame 
for the continuation of the 
sanctions, saying that its pre- 
vious policy of concealing in- 
formation from foe U.N. was 
responsible for the delay in 
implementing the Gulf war 
ceasefire resolutions and lift- 
ing the sanctions. 

Mr. Ekeus said be might-go 
back to Iraq in September or 


October because foe U.N.J 
commission will have to pre-j 
sent its bi-annual report on 
the results of its mission tc( 
the Security Council on Oct' 
11 . 

The report will be “very 
significant," he said. ; 

“We arc more hopeful for 
the process” in light of Iraq’si 
new policy of full cooperation! 
with the U.N., Mr. Ekeus* 
told reporters. I 

Mr. Ekeus earlier met with! 
Deputy Prime Minister andj 
Minister of Education Abdul’ 
Raouf Rawabdeh and briefed! 
him on the outcome of his! 
visit to Iraq. « 
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Income tax 
reductions to 



and businesses 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A key parr 
liamentary committee has 
agreed significant reductions 
in income tax payable by 
individuals, banks and busi- 
ness establishments in a move 
that is expected to benefit the 
average wage-earner in the 
country, particularly civil ser- 
vants. 

According to amendments 
approved by the Finance 
Committee of the Lower 
■ House of Parliament, taxable 
individual income will be li- 
mited to 30 per cent of earn- 
ings after exemptions as 
opposed to the present SO per 
cent. 

Industries and mining com- 
panies, hotels and hospitals 
will pay a flat rate of IS per 
cent of their income instead 
of 30 per cent, and commer- 
cial banks and companies will 
pay 35 per cent instead of 50 
per cent, according to 
Hashem Dabbas, who chairs 
the Finance Committee of 
the House. 

In the case of commercial 
banks and companies, the 
government had sought to 
reduce the tax to 30 per cent, 
but the committee decided 
that it should be 35 per cent. 
.Mr. Dabbas said. 

Civil servants stand to be- 
nefit mostly from the reduc- 
tions since their share of in- 
come tax will come down to a 
total of JD 600,000 per 
.month instead of JD 4 million 
as a result of expanded ex- 
emptions available to them. 

The amount of tax paid by 
landlords on real estate will 
be exempted from income 
tax. 

The total number of slabs 
for purposes of income tax 
based on certain minimum 
and maximum income brack- 
ets was slashed to six instead 
of eight. 

On the surface, the reduc- 
tions effectively meant that 
an average family of six with 
an annual income of JD 6,000 
-ill not be paying anv tax at 

; ' The privatesector has been 
lobbying Parliament to raise 
the effective 2tnount ex- 
empted from income tax to a 
minimum of JD 7,200. It was 
not immediately known how 
the exemptions" would work 
out and whether the. actual 
exemption — rent, child sup- 
port. education etc. — would 


cover the amount the private 

sector sought. 

The committee agreed to 
these amendments in a meet- 
ing it held with Finance 
Minister Basel Jardaneh and 
ministry of officials late Tues- 
day. 

Mr. Dabbas, a former 
minister of telecommunica- 
tions and chief of the Audit 
Bureau, 'was quoted as saying 
in the local press that the 
government's agreement to 
the reductions was coupled 
with the committee's agree- 
ment to increase the general 
sales tax to 10 per cent from 
the present seven per cent. 

According to information 
available to the committee, 
the government stood to suf- 
fer up to JD 45 million a year 
in lost revenues because of 
the reductions in income tax. 
but the finance minister told 
the committee that the esti- 
mated loss was around JD 65 
million. 

As a result, Mr. Dabbas 
was quoted as saying, the 
committee sought a detailed 
study from the Ministry of 
Finance that outlines the 
actual impact of the tax re- 
ductions on government re- 
venue. The committee will 
review that report and con- 
sider its position. 

The reductions in income 
tax and the increase in sales 
tax came in the form of 
amendments that the govern- 
ment had submitted to Parlia- 
ment as a part of its move to 
alleviate the income tax bur- 
den on the people. 

It was not immediately' 
clear how the proposed three 
per cent increase in the 
general sales tax would ba- 
lance itself with the reduc- 
tions in income tax. 

Parliament members have 
been insisting that their 
agreement to raise the gener- 
af sales tax to 10 per cent as 
proposed by the government 
was contingent on reductions 
in income' tax that would 
benefit the people to offset 
the hike. 

The amendments to the 
sales tax and income tax laws 
are - part of a serie* of 
economy-related legislation 
that the government has pre- 
sented to Parliament. Other 
draft legislation, either 
already in Parliament or with 
the government, include a 
new companies law and an 
investment promotion law 
that favours investors 
through high incentives!. 


Production increases seen from cuts in military spending 
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WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Cuts in military spending 
could bring an increase of up 
to 50 per cent in peacetime 
production, with the greatest 
benefits in eastern Europe 
and the Middle East, a study- 
by* the International Monet- 
ary Fund (IMF) predicts. 

-“The peace dividend from 
military spending cuts is like r 
•ly to be vezy substantial over 
die longer- term,” according 
to a detailed analysis by fund 
economists. 

Although income and jobs 
may. suffer in the short term 
from military reductions, 
production is likely to in- 
crease in the long-run, the 
report concluded. It was pre- 
pared by a team led by Mal- 
colm Knight, deputy director 
of the hind's Middle Eastern 
Department. 


Gains could reach 50 per 
cent in eastern Europe, 46 
per cent in the Mideast, 40 
per cent in North Africa, 30 
per cent in Asia and 10 per 
cent sub-Saharan Africa, the 
report said. 

It did not say how long it 
would take to achieve such 
results. It projects the be- 
nefits will occur after military 
spending reaches the level of 
Latin America, where by the 
late 1980s governments were 
spending an average of only 
1.9 per cent of national in- 
come on the military. 

Under communist rule, the 
Soviet Union and its satellites 
spent large proportions of 
their incomes on the military 
Those proportions are. now 
much reduced. Poland, for 
example, spent S18 billion m 
1983. A decade later spend- 


ing had dropped to $4.3 bil- 
lion, according to the U.S. 
Arms Control and Disarma- 
ment Agency. 

In the wealthier industrial 
countries, which include the 
United States, the report pre- 
dicted that production capac- 
ity could eventually be 20 per 
cent higher. It did not include 
projections for individual 
countries. 

Though the study is not a 
statement of IMF policy, its 
conclusions are likely to be 
reflected in policies that the 
fund presses on borrower 
countries in financial trouble. 

“If national governments 
are to -be convinced that it is 
-to their economic advantage 
to' stockpile fewer guns... 
they need" to be presented . 
with robust qualified: _ esti- 


mates of the costs that milit- 
ary spending imposes on the 
economic welfare of their 
citizens,” it said, “and to 
have convincing evidence of 
the improvements in living 
standards that can result over 
the long run from military 
spending cuts, “Such a 
quantification is attempted in 
this paper." 

The projections were made 
by the use of mathematical 
models, taking into consid- 
eration such matters as how 
much of countries’ incomes is 
invested in new plants and 
equipment, the rate of 
population growth and res- 
trictions on trade in the va- 
rious regions. 

The study said that in the 
short run increases in military 
spending, like increases in 
other government spending, 


can stimulate business. But it 
suggested that governments 
have to increase either taxes 
or borrowing to pay for grea- 
ter military spending, and 
that »bonxjwingg from banks 
often leads to greater infla- 
tion. 

Research and development 
may concentrate on military 
uses at the expense of other 
industty, they noted, while 
trade is distorted by prefer- 
ences for particular firms and 
industries, and people 
drafted for military service 
are not available to industry. 

When governments switch 
to a peacetime economy, the 
money they save with re- 
duced military budgets can be 
used for other purposes, such 
as health or education. It 
could also be used to reduce 
borrowing or taxes. 


Federal Reserve keeps U.S. 
interest rates steady for now 


WASHINGTON (API — 
The Federal Reserve (Fed) 
passed up a chance Tuesday 
to lower interest rates for a 
second time this year amid 
signs that the American eco- 
nomy is pulling out of its 
springtime stall. 

After meeting for more 
than three hours behind 
dosed doors, the central 
bank issued a brief statement 
signalling that it bad made no 
change in short-term interest 
rates. The federal funds rate, 
the interest that banks charge 
each other, remained at 5.75 
per cent. 

The action came at meet- 
ing of the Federal Open Mar- 
ket Committee, the group of 
Fed board members and re- 
gional bank presidents who 
meet eight times a year to set 
interest-rate policies. 

At the panel's last meeting 
July 6, the Fed cut the funds 
rate for the first time fn near- 
ly three years. The small, 
quarter-point reduction from 
ux per cent sparked a big 
rally on Wall Street as inves- 
tors believed the central bank 
would ride to the rescue of 
the faltering economy with a 
string of rate cuts. 

However, since that time 
the economy has shown signs 
of reviving on its own. For 
that reason, it had been wide- 
iy expected that the central 
bank would’-make no change 
in August, preferring to see 
more economic data before 
moving again. 

Because of the economy’s 
new-found strength, econom- 
ists who had once believed 
that rates would be trimmed 
three or more times this year, 
now are looking for perhaps 



ACROSS 

1 Scorches 

6 Old receptacle 
for sacred uten- 
sils 

' 10 Ellipse 

14 Automaton 

1 5 Clinton’s canal 

16 Evans or 
Carnegie 

17 Brass, e.g. 

1 8 Long mantle 

19 Fitzgerald 

20 Judy Garland 
film 

23 In a bad way 

24 Kind of man 
Diogenes 
sought 

'25 Floor cover 

29 Nourished 

30 Water: Sp. 

31 Greek musical 
halls 

34 Okra 

39 Gene Kelly 
musical 

42 Carrier • 

43 Arizona city 

44 Location 

45 a Long Way 
to Tipperary" 

47 Merchant 

49, Take unfair 
advantage 

53 Geometric term 

55 Victor Herbert 
musical 

61 Pretty 

62 Tug 

63 Conduit 

64 Part of a m. 

65 Threatening 
word 

66 Proclamation 

67 Voice votes 

68 Feels regret 

69 Classifies 

DOWN 

1 Burn the mid- 
night oil 

2 Pit 

3 Proficient 

4 Basic core 

5 Thwart 

6 DeMilje of films 
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All rights reserved. 


7 Literary device 

8 Tastes 

9 Grow canines 

10 “ — a Grecian 
Urn" 

11 Worth 

12 West — (Wl 
city) 

13 Smallest 

21 Musical John 

22 Masonic, for one 

25 Program listing 

26 Exchange pre- 
mium 

27 Litter's least 

28 Call 

29 Dieters' no-nos 

32 Darkens 

33 Comp. pt. 

35 — Major 

36 Lass 

37 Nibble 

38 Lulu 

40 — setter 

41 Misanthrope 
46 Halter 
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48 Pirate 

49 Quechuan 

50 — Loa 

51 Kind of cement 

52 Double curves 

53 Entertain ■ 


54 Chest rattles 

56 Manchurian river 

57 Wagner's earth 
goddess 

58 Tinfoil 

59 Clock sound 


only one more small rate 
reduction of a quarter point, 
leaving the funds rate at 5.5 
per cent at the end of this 
year. 

That would be a dis- 
appointment for millions of 
business and consumer bor- 
rowers who had hoped that 
they would get more rate 
relief on home-equity and 
other loans tied to commer- 
cial banks’ prime lending 
rate. 

“In our opinion, the Fed 
has at least one more easing 
to go.” said Bruce Steinberg, 
economist at Merrill Lynch in 
New York, predicting that 
the cut could come as early as 
the next open market com- 
mittee Sept. 26. 

Critics complained that 
Federal Reserve Chairman 
Alan Greenspan and his col- 
leagues had driven rates too 
high last year in fighting a 
non-existent inflation threat 
and are now being too slow to 
lower rates. 

“By not taking any action, 
the Federal Reserve missed 
an opportunity to achieve 
higher growth," said Michael 
Baroody, vice president of 
the National Association of 
Manufacturers. “A further 


cut in interest rates would 
have brought the economy 
out of its current slowdown 
more rapidly and set the 
stage for a resumption of 
stable growth by the end of 
the year." 

While Mr. Greenspan had 
publicly fretted about a possi- 
ble recession in June, by late 
July he was telling Congress 
the economy had passed the 
point of “maximum risk" of a 
downturn. 

Martin Regalia, chief eco- 
nomist of the U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce, said he 
wouldn't be surprised if the 
Fed stays on the sideline for 
the rest of the yeaj. 

“They are going to be very 
hesitant about gunning eco- 
nomic activity to the point 
where they would have to 
come back and reverse policy 
and start raising interest rates 
again. That would create 
political problem for Mr. 
Greenspan, who is seeking 
renomination." Mr. Regalia 
said. 

Mr. Greenspan’s term as 
Fed chairman expires in 
March and there are wide 
expectations that Mr. Cljnton- 
will nominate him for a third 
four-year term. 


THE BETTER HALF, 




By Glasbergen 



“You think that I’m childish and 
irresponsible, but I don’t have 
. enough energy to be both!” 


Algerian minister says 
1,260 public companies 
to be privatised 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Some 
1,260 public companies will 
soon be for sale to Algerian 
investors under a privatisa- 
tion law passed last-month as 
part of the move to a market 
economy, the government 
announced Wednesday. 

The Algerian press re- 
ported statement by the In- 
dustrial Restructuring Minis- 
ter Mourad Benachenhou, 
who said 1,200 small 
businesses and 50 to 60 large 
companies would be priva- 
tised in the push to revitalise 
the war-torn economy. 

The tourism sector, where 
hotels have already been 
privatised, will be one sector 
greatly affected by the 
changes. Textiles, the leather 
industry, construction and 
transport will also be 
affected, he said. 

The government hopes the 
offer, open to Algerian inves- 


tors, will bring in the 30 per 
cent of the money currently 
in circulation outside the 
banking system. 

Investors will have to pay 
cash, said the minister. 

“There will be no facilities 
for installment payments or 
hire purchase,” he said. 

A law concerning free 
competition, also passed a 
few months ago, came into 
effect Tuesday. The state has 
already lifted all subsidies on 
essential products, led to 
steep price rises for bread, 
coffee, sugar, milk and dry 
vegetables. 

• Trade unionists joined gov- 
ernment officials as well as 
public and private sector bos- 
ses to study the new laws. But 
they recently announced 
their “total rejection” of the 
privatisation of public enter- 
prises. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Amok] and Mika Artfrion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
Sour ordinary words. 


L1TAP 
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LIKALA 
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WHAT THE NEW 
W WE CON5UPEREP 
[THE POPULAR HOTEL. | 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 
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Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: HOVEL BANDY BURLAP RADIUS 
Answer What the hospital got when' the nurses 
walked out — LABOR PAINS 


Peanuts 


WHY ARE YOU SITTING HERE 
WHEN YOU COULD BE UP 
THERE FLYING AROUND WITH 
ALL THOSE OTHER 0IRD5? 
" QT 

' a? 




Andy Capp 



WISH YOU'D , 
STOP TELLING J 
THAT6TOfiry< 
OF THE Ft ROT 
NIGHT WE MET 
DURING THE 
WAR- 



Mutt'n’Jeff 



horoscope 

Sy ™™ aS J r 'rolPm>er 

Astr °'° 9 %u%rton 

ABIES- (March 21 t? April 19) 

^&y.o catchups 

last minute tasks. 

TArmuS* ( April 20 to May 20) 

Studf your rd3.ior.ship w»h. 

btuoy j . w where they 6* 
&± 

u^on* yoor best rest today for a 
new work week. 

GEMINI: (May 21 

Seek the company of innuenmu 

persons who can be helpful in 

furthering your career, 

the evening to your loved ones. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Plan how to advana: 
with the assistance, of important 
and clever individuals you know. 
Strive for happiness with your 
family. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) A 
good time to make plans which 
oould give you more abundance 
in the days ahead. Don t be 
taken in by doubtful persons woo 
you are not sure of. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Plan how to gam more 
benefits from relationships you 
now have. Forget that easy chair 
and be more active and happy by 
doing some exercising. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- - 
ber 22) A good day to come to a 
better understanding with family 
members. Plan how to show gra- 
titude and increase harmony with 
family and friends. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Arrange to be 
, with friends you truly like for the 
recreation you desire. Plan the 
week ahead so that it becomes 
more productive with any pro- 
ject. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Make plans to 
improve! your status in your line, 
of endeavour. Take your loved 
to charming places in the evening 
you both will enjoy. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) This is a good day to 
study whatever is spiritual and 
educational. Visit friends and re- 
latives and express happiness 
with being around rhem. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Study new methods 
and ideas which can bring you 
greater income in the future. 
Make needed repairs to your 
property which have been neg- 

P1SCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Make the right arrangements 
for gaining personal aims. The 
evening is best for being with 
persons you enjoy the company 
of. 

Birthstone of August: Peri- 
dot — Golden Quartz 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, AU- 
GUST 25, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrolo- 
ger, Carroll Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) A 
good day to concentrate on the 
ideas which keep you from off 
the beaten path. Steer dear of 
woes. Tty not to argue with 
mate., 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Be more thoughtful of those 
around you and this can become 
a more pleasant day for you and 
those you are associated with. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Take no risks where higher-ups 
are concerned. You feel there is 
much which can be accomplished ’ 
in the outside world. Drive with 
care. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You want to make new 
plans but be sure you have all the 
information you need before 
doing so or there could be prob- 
lems. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) This 
is a good day to analysed where 
you stand financially, so concen- 
trate on the practical. Don’t 
make unwise remarks where 
your mate is concerned. 

1 (August 22 to Septem- 
ber Give an associate a help- 
ing hand even though it may 
cause you a little inconvenience.. 
Don t make a big deal of some- 
thing unpleasant. 

(September 23 to Octo-. 
ber ^*.) You need to get more 
y° ur . environment: 
stop procrastinating about this. 
Pay little attention to a bother- 
some assodate. 

f® cl °ber 23 to 

21 > You may find jt 

° u > rational 
plans for the evening, but be 
persistent. Show y% UT foaie 
you’re truly devoted 

SAGITT ARTJJS; (November 22 

FSvar.ss 

shopping for your lov^ oS 
Connol ^ ^ a fn ' ni 

£ profl^ 0001 ■« 
MUte rao^ir* ?° •<> March 

«>ny for ™ Soling 

wardrobe. u P daI e your. 
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Nabulsi sees 
reserves at 
$600 million 
by year-end 

** CENTRAL BANK of 
Jordan (CBJ» Governor 
Mohammad NabuLj expects 
tuieign exchange reserve*, to 
return to the $500 million 
level by the end of September 
and 10 continue rising ro $600 
million by the end n» ihe 
year. He said that foreign 
exchange reserves dipped by 
about $150 million in the first 
half of this year but :he de- 
cs me was less severe . than 
during the first half of 19W 
when the reserves dropped 
from $600 million to S3CK) 
million before climbing back 
io over SSoo million. The 
governor said the SGUU mil- 
lion level, agreed with the 
International Monetary 
Fund, was internationally 
recognised as a safe level 
enough to suffice a country's 
imports for two months (Al 
AsWaqJ. 

** THE COUNCIL of 
Ministers has approved 
amendments to the fees on 
cigarette, tobacco and snuff 
factories. The fee on first 
class tobacco plant become 
JD 112 and on second class 
JD 106. The fees on snuff 
plants become JD 27 for first 
class and JD 21 /or second 
class. Also amended were the 
fees for alcoholic beverages 
plants and selling outlets. 
Factories producing beer and 
other alcoholic drinks have to 
pay JD 32 whereas the fee for 
first class restaurants sejvmg 
alcoholic drinks was set at JD 
37. Fees for selling beer only 
at any place range from JD 15 
for a first class "place” to JD 
7 for a third class •place” (A1 
Ra’ij. 

it it OWNERS Of touristic 
hotels in Wadi Musa have 
sent a memorandum to the 
minister of tourism complain- 
ing of private homes offering 
lodging to tourists at rates not 
exceeding one dinar per per- 
son. They said these private 
homes are more than the 
number of hotels in Wadi 
Musa. The memorandum ex- 
plained that tourists were 
being lured by lower charges 
from the front of their hotels 
by private cars which lake 
them to ihe private homes 
( Al Ra'i). 

** THE TOURISM Invest- 
ment Department at the So- 
cial Security Corporation is 
offering the Karak Resthouse 
for lease against an annual 
charge. Offers will only be 
accepted from tourism com- 
panies or specialised hotel 
institutions (Ai Ra’i) 

** THE INDUSTRIAL 
Estates Corporation has de- 
cided to exempt the investors 
at the estates from a five per 
cent increase on the renr of 
plants and land for the years 
1996 and 1997 (Al Dustour). 

** THE TELECOM- 
MUNICATIONS Corpora- 
tion is currently studying and 
evaluating offers to launch a 
tender to purchase 2 ,000 new 
public telephones to be in- 
stalled all over the country, 
including the Greater Am- 
man area. It is hoped that the 
telephones will be installed 
and operated in the first 
quarter of next year. The 
corporation wants the tele- 
phones to be of highest tech- 
nique and to be operated by 
inserting cash coins or 
magnetic cards. Public tele- 
phones were first introduced 
in 1981 when 125 mechanical 
public telephones were instal- 
led and operated. This ser- 
vice was updated in 1991 
when 200 public telephones, 
that operated on cash coins 
and magnetic cards, were 
provided on a larger scale (Al 
Dustour). 

** THE CABINET 
approved dividing the Cen- 
tral Traders Committee into 
four specialised committees 
each to be headed by the 
director-general of the Cen- 
tral Traders Committee and a 
specialised and experienced 
assistant. The four commit- 
tees will cover: Government 
building sector; water, sew- 
age and dams sector, roads 
and transportation sector and 
communications and electro- 
magnetic sector f Al Ra i). 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London foreign exchange and 


bullion markets Wednesday. 


One U.S. dollar 

1. 3570/80 

Canadian dollar 


] .4784/94 

Deutschemprks 


1.6560/70 

Dutch guilders 


1.2234/44 

Swiss francs 


30.40/44 

Belgian francs 


5.0643/93 

French francs 


1615.2/6.2 

Italian lire 


96.25/35 

Japanese yen 

- 

7.3160/60 

Swedish crowns 


6.4510/60 

Norwegian crowns 


5.7275/25 

Danish crowns 

L One Sterling 

1.5434/44 

U.S. dollar 

: One ounce of gold$3S2.40382.90 

U.S. dollars 


ANNOUNCEMENT 
THE CENTRAL BANK OF JORDAN 

The Central Bank ol Jordan announces that, in 
conformity with the law of the Central Bank and the 
bylaw of the Issuance of Jordanian Currency No .(11) 
year 1 995, a modified JD1 bank note will be put in 
circulation as from Saturday Aug. 26,1995. 

The specifications of the new note are 
completely the same as the note currently in 
circulation, except for the following modifications 

■ The phrase “The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan" 
in Arabic has been added to the front of the 
note. 

■ The phrase "The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan" 
in English has been added to the back. 

‘ The dates (both the Hejira and Gregorian) in 
Arabic has been placed to the right of the dates 
in English on the back of the note. 

The modified note will circulate alongside the 
existing note and both shall remain in circulation as 
legal tender. 
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U.S. computer shops offer midnight snacks 


to early-bird ‘Windows’ customers 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— Dozens of computer \hops 
in Americana re staying open 
late Wednesday night, serv- 
ing midnight snacks to those 
anxious enough to be among 
the first to buy Windows 93, 
Microsoft's new computer 
software programme. 

Office Depot stores, many 
of which plan to stay open 
until 2 a.m. Thursday, will be 
offering coifee and dough- 
nuts 


trained to use the new soft- 
ware and has been briefed by 
a Microsoft representative. 
The store will also broadcast 
a live satellite-relayed speech 
on Thursday by Microsoft 

boss Bill Gates, Ms. Souder 
said. 

Mr. Gates. Microsoft’s 
multi-millionaire founder, for 
his part was throwing a party 
fur several thousand people 
at his headquarters on the 
outskirts of Seattle, on the 


according to Microsoft 
lawyers. 

Meanwhile. Microsoft 
competitors are not taking it 
lying down 

The IBM computer firm 
has also taker, out full-page 
ads. citing the names of hun- 
dreds of its clients, and ex- 
plaining that not everyone 
has been waiting for Win- 
dows 95. 

Meanwhile. Microsoft 


Corp Wednesday defended 
as unavoidable a decision to 
charge European users more 
than double U.S. prices for 
use of its new global micro- 
soft network (MSN) service. 

But it accepted that such 
pricing, which makes it dear- 
er than some rival networks 
here, could mean it misses 
out on a hard core of Euro- 
peans already using the inter- 
net. 


*'You can’t be ail things to 
all people. We are aiming this 
at the early majority, not the 
early adopters,” Judy Gib- 
bons, director of MSN for 
Microsoft U.fC. told Reuters 
in an interview. 

That “early majority." 
Microsoft hopes, will include 
home users and small 
businesses that are tempted 
to try Microsoft network. 


Computer City stores, 
which have taken out full- 
page newspaper ads. are 
offering 590 worth of long- 
distance telephone calls to 
customers buying rhe $89.95 
Window*' programme. 

Staples, which describes it- 
self as the office superstore, 
is offering hundreds of dis- 
count coupons for related 
computer wares as pan of an 
unprecedented worlwidc 
advertising blitz, initiated by 
Microsoft, but then picked up 
by other computer firms ea- 
ger to latch on to the ex- 
pected industry sales boom. 

Microsoft is estimated to 
be spending more than $200 
million to promote sales, in- 
cluding a half-hour advertis- 
ing spot twu days running on 
U.S. television. 

Its more unusual prom- 
otional gimmicks include 
buying Thursday’s British 
edition of the Times news- 
paper for free distribution 
across the country and paying 
Rolling Stones songwriters 
Mick Jagger and Keith 
Richards for the use of one of 
their songs as part of the 
advertising campaign. 

At the Computer City- 
store in Rockville, near 
Washington, the sales’ staff 
was going “really cra 2 y” pre- 
paring for the launch, said 
customer service manager 
Evie Souder. 

All the staff has been 


U.S. west coasr. 

*Tve never seen anything 
to compare to it” by way of 
an advertising campaign, said 
Dale Ledbetter, a marketing 
expen with Meridian Capital 
Markets in Fort Lauderdale. 
Florida. 

‘"Everybody I know is 
going out to buy it.” he said, 
adding that [adio stations in 
Florida were running non- 
stop computer ads. 

“Microsoft is gening bil- 
lions of dollars' worth of free 
advertising" from other com- 
puter businesses playing up 
the launch, he added. 

The Wall Street Journal 
Wednesday published a full- 
page ad by* Compaq, the U.S. 
computer manufacturer, 
‘‘congratulating'* Microsoft 
on the launch of Windows 95. 
a software programme whose 
sale had to be put off by a 
year because of technical 
trouble. 

The first recorded custom- 
er was a 19-year-old New 
Zealand business student 
who was served just after 
midnight in New Zealand. 

Jonathan Prentice paid 200 
New Zealand dollars (S13UJ 
for the programme in Auck- 
land. Only the lonely 
Chatham Islands and the 
Kingdom of Tonga started 
Thursday earlier. 

But in Hong Kong shops 
have been selling pirated ver- 
sions of Windows for months. 


Petra Travel & Tourism 
Company becomes Carlson 
Wagonlit Travel representative 


MINNEAPOLIS ( Special ) — Carlson Wagonlit Travel and 
Jordan's Petra Trawl <fc Tourism Co. have announced the 
formation of a strategic partnership in the Jordanian market. 

Jordan based Petra Travel & jgupsm j£o w is qne of the 
main travel awtkriesuCR?fiJan.4i has (70)~erhployces with~(4) 
branches in Jordan and was founded in 1965 by Mr. Nasser 
Kawar. 

The association with Carlson Wagonlit Travel will ensure 
that clients of Petra Travel J) Tourism Co. get the best service 
available. 

Carlson Wagonlit Travel is one of the world's largest travel 
agencies, backed by a Sl2 billion network with more rhhn 
4.000 locations in 125 countries. 
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SUPER DELUXE 
FURNISHED FLAT 
FOR RENT 

Tlaa Al Ali - ground floor, 
220 sqm. 3 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, telephone, 
garden and garage. 
Abdoun Real Estate 
810605-810609-810520 
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MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking, 

Best Service. 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
\ Embassy Str. near Baytun^ 
Housing Estate 
| Open from; 

12 noon - 3£0 pjn. 
$00 - 11X0 ml 

. t oLsonm 



Quality Furnished Suites 

One arid Two Bedrooms 
Resonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 


5th Circle - 692672 


EAT & TELL 



With Seif 
& Nawfal 
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European Swimming Championships 


Van Almsick stumbles in 200m 


VIENNA (Agencies) — Ger- 
man golden girl Franziska 
Van Almsick stumbled on 
Wednesday in an uncanny 
repeat of a past world cham- 
pionship fiasco but this time 
there was no fairytale solu- 
tion to her woes. 

Van Almsick, who col- 
lected. her first two titles of 
the 1995 European Swim- 
ming. Championships on 
Tuesday, blundered for the 
second time in a year in the 
heats of her top event, the 
200 metres freestyle, and 
failed to qualify for "the final. 

Tears of sorrow turned to 
tears of joy in Rome last 


this time for the 17-year-old 
Berliner, last of the East Ger- 
man "wundermaedchen," 
' when she mismanaged her 
heat and finished a tantalising 
0.05 seconds outside the time 
of the eighth and slowest 
qualifier. Matin Nilsson of 
Sweden. 

Fellow former East Ger- 
man Kerstin Kielgass had set 
the top qualifying time and 
women's team chief Achim 
Jedamsky said there was no 
question of her yielding her 
place. 

"No way. It's not a subject 
for discussion." he said, 
annoved that Van Almsick 
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Winner of the women’s 25km event Peggy Bnechse of 
Germany (centre) bolds up her gold medal at the European 
Sw imming Championships (AFP photo) 


September when teammate 
'Dagmar Hase sacrificed her 
place in the final and Van 
Almsick handed the rampant 
Chinese a rare defeat and 
clinched the title in world 
record time. 

Hase was rewarded with a 
free holidav and an extra - 
500.000 marks (5320.000) 
went into the team's bonus 
pool as Germany celebrated 
a triumph bizarrely conjured 
our of failure. 

But there was no reprieve 


could repeat her Rome error 
and wreck chance of an un- 
precedented seven golds at 
these championships. 

"It's unacceptable. Her 
trainer specifically warned 
her not to take it too easily." 
Jedamsky fumed. 

“in training it had been 
drilled into her that she 
should not underestimate the 
opposition. 

“What can a trainer do 
with athletes who don'r swim 
to their full potential?" 


Agassi, Graf top Open seeds 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
World number one Andre 
Agassi and troubled women's 
co-number one Steffi Graf 
were n&mcd the top seeds for 
the U.S. Open Tennis’ Cham- 
pionships here Tuesday. 

Agassi, top seeded here for 
the firs: time, becomes the 
firs: player since Australia's 
John Newcombc in 1967 to 
be seeded number one after 
being unseeded the previous 
year? 

Graf is seeded first here for 
the eighth time, matching the 
all-time record set by Chris 
Evert and Helen’ Wills 
Moody. But she has been 
troubled in recent weeks by 
the arrest of her father on tax 
evasion charges as well as 
back pain. 

Monica Seles, who won the 
Canadian Open title Sunday 
in her first tournament since 
being stabbed and missing 28 
months, was made the second 
seed even though she shares 
the number one ranking 
under a special WTA ruling. 

Three-rime reigning 
Wimbledon champion Pete 


Sampras, who began the year 
number one. was seeded 
second among men. followed 
by Austria's Thomas Muster. 
Germany's Boris Becker. 
American Michael Chang, 
Croatia's Goran Ivanisevic. 
Russia's Yevgeny Kafelnikov 
and Germany's Michael 
Stich. 

Sweden's Thomas Enqvisi. 
second only to Agassi in 
hardcourt triumphs this year, 
is seeded ninth, followed in 
order by South Africa's 
Wayne Ferreira. Spain's Ser- 
gi Bruguera. Dutchman 
Richard Krajicek, Switzer- 
land’s Marc Rosset. Amer- 
icans Jim Courier and Todd 
Martin and Ukraine's Andre 
Medvedev. 

Spain’s Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario was seeded third 
among the women, followed 
by compatriot Conchita Mar- 
tinez, Czech Jana Novotna, 
France’s Mary Pierce, 
Japan's Kimito Date, Bulgar- 
ia’s Magdalena Maleeva,. 
Argentina’s GabrieJa Sabati-y 
ni and American Lindsay^ 
Davenport. 


Texaco to donate 
gasoline to Olympics 


ATLANTA (AP) — Texaco will help fuel the 19% 
Summer Olympics by donating gasoline and oil. organisers 
announced Tuesday. 

As official petroleum provider of the Atlanta Games, 
Texaco will provide fuel and lubricants for Olympic 
vehicles during next summer's events and during the 24,000 
kilometre Olympic torch relay before the Games. 

The sponsorship will involve many of rhe 14,000 Texaco 
stations, said Glen F. niton, senior vice - president of 
Texaco Inc. 

“It's appropriate for Texaco, an energy company, to be 
associated with something generating as much energy and 
as much competition," as the 1996 Games, niton said. 

Officials of the Atlanta Committee for the Olympic 
Games did not disclose the financial terms of the spon- 
sorship, although such sponsorships normally involve both 
cash and non-cash contributions. 

Non-cash deals do not put cash in ACOG's coffers, but 
they reduce the need for organisers to spend money for 
equipment and services that are necessary to stage the 
games. ACOG’s budget is 51.58 billion. 

The sponsorship allows Texaco to use the Olympic logo 
for promotions. Related television ads will hit the airwaves 
in fall, Tilton said. 

Joining Texaco in the sponsorship is Star Enterprises, a 
refining and marketing affiliate that supports 9,400 Texaco 
stations in 26 states. 


Van Almsick. who had 
made successful title defences 
in Tuesday's 100 freestyle 
and 4 x 200 freestyle relay, 
posted the fastest 100-metre 
split time of 59.27 seconds 
but faltered to finish third 
behind Kirsten Vlieghuis of 
the Netherlands and Louise 
Joehncke of Sweden. Her 
time of two minutes 2.99 
seconds was more than six 
seconds outside her Rome 
world record 1:56.78. 

“I never thought about 
Rome when I was swim- 
ming." said Van Almsick, 
whose supremely marketable 
image has earned her a for- 
tune in sponsorship and 
promotion since she came 
away from.the 1992 Olympics 
at 14 with four medals. 

She said she had deliber- 
ately eased off in Rome to 
avoid swimming the final in 
“pole” position in lane four 
but this time it had been 
different. 

“Here it was just an emo- 
tional matter because the 
pressure was so high." added 
Van Almsick, who had seaid 
on Monday she hoped history 
would not repeat itself. 

“I wasn't feeling in a good 
mood, I'm not the super-star 
eveiybody makes me out to 
be. It’s not to carry the label 
“this girl will win seven ti- 
tles." she said. 

“You can talk to people 
and friends about pressure 
beforehand but when I’m on 
the blocks l wonder: “What 
will happen if I don't win?” 
I'll be the loser of the na- 
tion.” 

Coach Dieter Lindemann 
said Van Almsick was bur- 
dened by two kinds of press- 
ure — internal pressure from 
knowing she should do well 
as she was in very good shape 
and had performed well in 4 * 
training, and externally from' 
the media and the rest. 

“Franzisca probably 
notices it more now because 


Juventus 
must face 
up to 
ex-captain 

Baggio 


ROME (R) — For many 
Juventus fans, Roberto Bag- 
gio already did the unthink- 
able by signing for AC Milan. 
They now fear the unbear- 
able may follow. 

After helping the Turin 
giants prise the title from the 
grasp of their Milanese arch- 
rivals last season, the World 
Cup attacker stunned the 
faithful by changing sides. 

The two clubs seized the 
opportunity at the same time 
to announce a planned 
marketing joint venture but 
on the field the old rivalry is 
sure to remain as strong as 
ever. 

The unbearable would be 
for the 'divine pigtail' — who 
on Sunday dons Milan's red 
and black shirt- for the first 
time in a league match when 
Italy's Serie A season kicks 
off — to successfully help 
snatch back the “Scudetto” 
(shield). 

Speaking like a born-again 
Milan fan, the former Juven- 
tus captain had to doubts his 
new dub can do it. 

“Having seen what 
(George) Weah can do, and 
considering our organisation 
on the’ field, I have no 
doubts: We are the best team 
in Italy. I feel at home,” he 
said. 

Wealthy Milan, European 
Cup Winners three times be- 
tween 1989 and 1994 and 
runners-up in 1993 and 1995, 
were the big spenders of the 
close season in a determined 
effort to clamber back to the 
top after a rare year without 
honours. 

Liberian striker Weah, 
twice African player of the 
year, joined from Paris St. 
Germain and has looked an 
exciting prospect in friendly 
matches. 

Milan can also count on 
Montenegrin Dejan 








Russia’s Vera Dyina on her way to taking the gold medal at the 
driving competition (AFP photo) 


she’s getting older." he said. 

“It's quite normal and hu- 
man to lose. Everyone can 
see she is not a machine." 

Her business manager 
Werner Koester said prom- 
otional demands were not to 
blame. “There was sufficient 


quiet rime for preparation. 
She had three weeks training 
.camp at high altitude in Spain 
J and three weeks without any 
commercial dates apart from 
one promotion here last 
week.” he said. 

Earlier Peggy Buechse won 


final of the women’s 1-metre 

the women's 25-kilometres 
lone distance event. 

Suechse clocked 5 hours 32 
minutes 36.4 seconds, ahead 
of Edith Van Dijk of the 
Netherlands at 5:36:05.5 and 
Czech Republic's Yvetta Hla- 
vakova at 5:38:08.3. 


Majoli 




Roberto Baggio 

Savicevie, French midfielder 
Marcel Desailly, Croatian 
Zyonomir Boban and Portug- 
. al's Paulo Futre in their costly 
squad. 

“We must win, we must, 
absolutely. Milan has one key 
.objective — to get back in the 
European Cup. And to ’do 
that we are ready to attack." 
said Savicevie. 

Italy’s August Gazzetta 
Dello Sport newspaper, 
which celebrates its JOOrh 
anniversary- this season, de- 
clared Weah and Parma's 
Bulgarian Hristo Stoichkov 
the two most impressive fore- 
igners. England’s Paul Ince at 
Intemazionale was third. 

Juventus, who have won 
the title a record 23 rimes, 
have decided to keep faith 
with last season's heroes and 
have been noticeably absent 
from the overseas market. 
Their only foreign signing is 
19-year-old Argentine defen- 
der Juan Pablo Sorin. 

They are looking mostly 
towards the charisma of for- 
mer Italian international 
striker Gianluca Vialli, 
reuniting him with two of rhe 
Sampdoria players with 


whom he won the European 
Cup Winners’ Cup and 
league title in 1990 and 1991. 

The shaven-headed striker, 
cast aside by national coach 
Arrigo Sacchi, has plenty of 
motivation to tiy and crown 
his career by lifting the Euro- 
pean Cup and muscling his 
way back into the Italy team 
for next year's European 
Championship finals. 

Alessandro Del Piero. 20 
and in his third season at 
Juventus, is likely to take 
over the number 10 shirt he 
wore during Baggio's long 
injury-enforced absence last 
season. . 

Stoichkov's move from 
mighty Barcelona to Parma 
brings the stormy striker to a 
small town club with a big 
bank balance and an even 
bigger yearning 'for a first 
league title. 

First day’s fixtures (August 
27): 

Atlanta-Parma, Bari- 
Napoli, Fiorentina-Torino, 
Inter-Vicenza, Jnventns- 

Cremouese, Lazio- Piacenza, 

Padova-Milan, Sampdoria- 
Roma, Udinese-Cagiiari. 


wins, 

Sukova 

upset 


MAHWAH. New Jersey (R) 
— Fifth seed Iva Majoli of 
'Croatia had some difficulty 
with a brisk wind before set-, 
tling down to beat Anna 
Smashnova of Israel in the 
first round of the Pathmark 
women’s tennis classic on 
Tuesday, the final tune-up 
even for the U.S. Open. 

Majoli. ranked 12th in the ' 
world, got off to a slow start , 
before taking charge for a ; 
4-6. 6-3, 6-4 victory in a 
match that featured 16 ser- 
vice breaks. 

Majoli said that the wind 
gave her more problems than 
her opponent. 

"On one side, you hit the . 
ball and it goes flying, while . 
on the other side your ball 
goes short,” said Majoli, who 
has reached the final in Bar- 
celona. two semifinals and 
four quarter-finals this year. 

"I hope to do well so I’ll be 
ready for the U.S. Open next 
week.” added Majoli., who 
will be seeded 13th at the 
Open. 

Veteran Czech serve and 
volleyer Helena Sukova, 
seeded eighth, fell in the first 
round just a week after her 
big upset win over second-' 
ranked Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario in Toronto. » 

The 14th-ranked Sukova 
was surprised by Slst-ranked 
Dutchwoman Kristie Boogert 
4-6. 6-4. 6-2. 

Seventh-seeded American 
Lisa Raymond, ranked 20th, 
found her range midway 
through the first set and went 
on to beat former top-10 
player Andrea Temesvari of 
Hungary 7-5, 6-2. 

The two-time U.S. college 
champion rallied from a 2-4 
deficit in the first set and 
■broke away from 2-2 tie in 
the second set. 


SPORTS aw BRIEF 

Drechsler leaps to year’s best 

LINZ, Austria (R) - Heike 

long jump with the _ world German, bouncing 

Prix athletics meeting on Tuesday. Xne ■ ri 0n ships in 
back from her disappointing wor jjf. stadium 

Gothenburg, jumped 7.07 metres JJP_ 7 ^ ct2tors “i t wa s 
record in the process in front of 10*000 spec 

great,” Drechsler said. “It was e ve n a £ r ^ Republic 

was very satisfying. Daniela Bartova ofth ^ 

continued her remarkable e centimetre 

pole vault with a new best of 4.21 metres, - . - 

above her previous record four days earlier gu 

Tarango fined and suspended 

NEW YORK (AFP) — Jeff 1 Tarango, who stonned off a 
Wimbledon court and accused an umpire of favounusm, 

■ was suspended for two Grand Slam events and fined an 
additional $28,256 by the International Tennis Federation. 
But the American will compete here next week in the U.S. 
Open while his case is on ap peal , officials said Tuesday. 
Tarango’s suspension by the ITF Grand Slam committee 
includes next year’s Wimbledon and the first Grand Slam 
event after his appeal, should it be rejected. D unrig a 
third-round match July 1 against Alexander Mronf . Taran- 
go quit after arguing a call by French chair empire Brono 
Rebeoh, whom he railed “the most corrupt official in the 
game” for helping playere he considered friends. 

Collymore ankle not broken 

LIVERPOOL (AFP) — Britain’s most expensive footbal- 
ler, Stan Collymore, who limped out of his second 
competitive match for Liverpool in controversial cireumst- 
ances at Leeds on Monday night, he confirmed tnat his 
ankle is painful, but not broken. The 8.5 million striker, - 
signed from Nottingham Forest in the close season, 
hobbled off after just 20 minutes of the Premiership match, 
making way for Robbie Fowler. “There’s no dear break 
but it’s very swollen and quite painful,” said the Anfield 
Striker. “It takes time to get rid of the bruising and the 
pain. “At this stage it’s a similar injury to one I had last 
season, at Nottingham Forest. I was fortunate to be back 
within 10 days of doing it." 

South Korea beats Indonesia 1-0 

SEOUL (AP) — South ^orea advanced to the second 
round of the Asian soccer preliminaries for the 19% 
Atlanta Olympics on Tuesday by snatching a 1-0 victory 
over Indonesia. Midfielder Cho Hyun-Doo, connecting on 
a free-kick pass from teammate Yoon Jong-Hwan, scored a 
goal in close range in the 41st’ minute. Indonesia, led by 
forward Dwi Yulian to Ku mi aw an, made several sharp 
breaks on the -South Korean defence but did not translate 
them into goals. South Korea cleared the first preliminary 
round at the head of Group C with four victories. The other 
two Group C teams, Hong Kong and Indonesia, were 
eliminated. Twenty-five teams are competing for three 
slots allotted- to Asia for the Olympic soccer finals. 

Kanchelskis deal back on 

EVERTON (AP) — Everton officials said Tuesday they 
are confident that former Manchester United winger 
Andrei Kanchelskis will be signed and registered in time to ; 
play agaiart Southampton this weekend. A .compromise, 
was apparently reached after Manchester United agreed to 
reopen talks with Kanchelskis’s former dub, Shaktyof ' 
Donesk. which was daiming 30 per cent of the 5-milfion- 
pound ($7.7 million) transfer fee. “It's a lot of weight off 
our shoulders and a time for rejoicing, a time for 
celebrating the final piece in Joe Royle’s Jigsaw for this 
season,” Everton direinor Cliff Finch said. “That’s what we 
want; Andre in a blue shirt.” 

Muster advances at Croatia Open 

UMAG, Croatia (AP) — Top seeded Thomas Muster of 1 
Austria defeated Roberto Carretero of Spain 6-3, 3-0 
Tuesday, in a first-round match of the $375,000 Croatia 
Open tennis tournament. Carretero, 19, ranked 140th by 
the ATP, gave up the match in a 44th minute due to a 
pulled stomach musde. Muster — so far the best seeded 
player to play at the Umag tournament — obviously 
dominated that heavy forehand battle. Only in one game 
he did not have a break point. He lost only six points in 

foST^H 56 , 1 ^- I £SJ- r won J ,ma s tournament in 

1992 and 1993. Swedish Magnus Gustafcson defeated 

Goran Oresic of Croatia 6-2, 6-4. Third-seeded Andrea 
Gaudenzi of Italy also rolled over his opponent defeating 
Jin' Novak of the Czech Republic, 6-3, 

Alberto Berasatequi of Spain, winner of the last Umag 
countryman Carlos Moya,, 13, 
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WITH OMAR SHAW 
ft TANNAH KtRSCH 


GO FOR THE GUSTO 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 
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The bidding: 

■north East booth west 

P«» . Pan i * Pm 

8* Pan 4* Pan 

4» Pan Pan p w 
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from both hands* «uta 


Bidding and making a slam, 
especially vulnerable, earns a hand- 
some bonus. If jou are going to 
spurn thia extra pro fi t most of the 
time while the opponents eagerly 
Bobbin up tbeira, you rate tobe a 
steady kwer. North had to be one of 
Uw great underbidders of all 
First, ss a passed hand V* would 
have raised partner's one-spade 
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CINEMA TEL: 634 144 1 CINEMA TEL: 699238 CINEMA TEL:677420 


JIM CARREY AMYYAZBK 

THE MASK 


. Shows: 1230. 330/6:15, 830. 1030 


PLfUfi 

Nabila Obeid & 
Yousef Sha’abaiL.-in 

Hilda and H.E. 
the Minister 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 1230, 3:15, 5, 645, 030, 1030 


CONCORD “1" . 

Ninja Turtles 3 

Shows: 1230,330 
Adel Imam in 

Bakhft and-’ Adileh* 

Shows 6.&15. 10*5 

CONCORD “2” 

SPECIALIST . 

Shows: 3:30. 5:30. 11 


TEL:6 18274 - 61827? 

MUSA HIJAZIN 
“sumaa” 


Hi Citizen 

daily at 8,30 pm 
• written & directed by 
Mohammed Shawaqfeh 


(Ml fi NolM Tbmrtro 

TEL: 6 7 5571 

Presents 

KA3ARET 

Abeer Issa 
Ghassan Mashini 

with Amer kh smash, Khalil 
Jahmani, Mohammad Husseinl 
and Issara AI Han ball 
The theatre closes on Monday 
Performances start at 8:3^ p.rr- 
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Cbaries Barkley dunks the ball o>tr Shawn Kemp of (he Supersonic* (FHe photo) 


Barkley sues Nikon for $1 million 


NEW YORK fAP) — National Basketball 
Association star Charles Barkley has tiled a S4 
million lausuit against Nikon, claiming the 
company used jn unauthorised phoU>i;iaph ul‘ 
him in a prominent ad. 

The Phoenix Suns forward contends he 
neter gave Nikon Inc. permission to use his 
photograph ro cel! i:-s cameras. 

The lawsuit, filed :ti L'.S district court :n 
Manhattan on Monday. w«J the ad showed 
Barkley in uniform with hi-, head hack and 
mouth wide open 

The photo was submitted :o the 1995 MPA 


keil> awjrds fm best pi ini ad of the year. It 
was selected as .i finalist and was published in 
a supplement 111 .uh crlisittg Age/C'ccalivuy, a 
leading trade mag.i/me. 

The lawsuit contends the ad has caused 
millions iif consumers to believe Barklev 
endorse* Nikon's products. 

Barkley chums )ie has sustained “enormous 
injury" to fii:. personal and professional repu- 
tation. and his value to other sponsors, has 
been undermined 

Nikon, hiMiiquariciud in Melville, New 
York, could not be reached for comment. 
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Ferdinand scores twice for Newcastle 

ihe liS i- • 


Leeds United Rod Wallace and Gary Speed during their FA Premiership match (AFP 
put the Liverpool defence under pressure photo » * 


BOLTON (Rj — England 
striker Les Ferdinand scored 
twice as Premier League 
championship favourites 
Newcastle United won 3-1 at 
Bolton Wanderers on Tues- 
day. 

Ferdinand, who also 
scored in Newcastle's 3-0 
home win over Coventry on 
Saturday, put his new team 
ahead in the 17th minute. 

French midfielder David 
Ginola tricked his way past 
Scott Green on the Newcastle 
left and Ferdinand seemed to 


hang in the air as he reached 
for the cross, bulletin^ a 
header into the bottom cor- 
ner of the net. 

The £6.0 million (S9.2 mil- 
lion) striker, who moved 
from Queen's Park Rangers 
in the off-season, also scored 
six minutes from time after 
midfielder Robert Lee had 
headed Newcastle into a M 
lead in the 77th minute. 

Ferdinand raced through 
ihe Bolton back line leaving a 
trail of bodies in his wake 
before rifling his third goal. 


Icelandic defender Gudni 
Bcrgsson headed an equaliser 
for promoted Bolton six mi- 
nutes after the intervaJ — his 
first coal in England since 
1991. 


The victory put Kevin 
Keegan's side at thfc. top of 
the Premier League table 
with six points from two 
matches and a superior goal 
difference to second placed 
Leeds United, 1-0 winners at 
home to Liverpool on Mon- 
day. 


4,370 athletes competing in ‘ Student Olympics’ 


-FUKUOKA, Japan (API 
— A U.S. basketball team 
is battling for a fourth con- 
secutive gold medal. Chi- 
na's swimmers seek u» re- 
bound from a doping scan- 
dal, and the host city is 
providing a 4S-kilogramme 
(106-pound) judo world 
champion. 

The World University 
Games officially opened 
Wednesday with more than 
4,300 athletes from 163 na- 
tions and territories com- 
peting for 144 gold medals 
tn 12 sports in tihe higgest 
“Student Olympics" ever. 

But .soccer started Tues- 
day, with seven prrelimin- 
ary round games at three 
Stadiums in this city of 1.3 
million people. 

Host Japan edged South 
Africa 3-2, Russian blank- 
ed the United States 2-0 
and Australia beat Britain 
2-1. Four other games en- 
ded in draws: Canada and 
Slovakia (Ml, Uruguay and Ire- 
land 1-1 . the Czech Repub- 
lic and Iran 1-1. and Brazil 
and Ukraine 1-1. Nigeria 
did not arnvc in time, and 
its game with South Korea 
was postponed. 

In the last University 
Games, in Buffalo, New 
York, in 19*13. the Amer- 
icans led the medal stand- 
ings with 75. including 30 
gold. Canada followed with 
40, Japan had 30 and China 
and Germany 29 each, 
although the Chinese were 
second in golds with 17. 

The turnover is large, 
however, since the games 
arc limited to college stu- 
dents and recent graduates, 
and professionals are ban- 
ned. 


Thus m men's basketball, 
the Americans arc sending 
what used to he their 
Olympic team •— the cine 
of the college players — 
before the "Dream Team" 
til pros took over. 

Still, "we set the stan- 
dard of excellence in the 
•U.S.," said Ray Alien, a 
' guard from Connecticut. 

Japanese coach Toshi- 
mitsu Kawachi echoed 

that, saying he hoped his 
team would do well enough 
in early games to earn a 
meeting with the Amer- 
icans. 

U.S. coach Lon Kruger 
of Florida warned, howev- 
er, “any lime you go over- 
seas. ihe concern would oc 
that maybe they (Amer- 
icans) don't fully appreci- 
ate or have an awareness of 
how good the foreign teams 
have become." 

, The Chinese swimmers 
were barred from last 
month's Pan-Pacific Swim- 
ming Championships after 
1 1 within a year tested posi- 
tive for banned drugs. 
Their team in Fukuoka is 
led by women’s world but- 
terfly champion Liu Ltmin 

Also here are two gold 
medalists from last year's 
Asian Games m Hiroshi- 
ma, Japan. 


At those games, seven 
Chinese tested positive tor 
drugs, including Lu Bin. a 
three-lime world cham- 
pion, and Yang Aihua. the 
world -JitO-metre freestyle 
champion. 

The host city's star *s 
Ryuko Tamura. a 19-year- 
old. 146-centimetre (4 foot. 
9 , -‘.--inch )-tuIi female 


judoist with a 64- match 
winning streak and cold 
medals from (he world 
championships and Asian 
Games. 

Despite he: formidable 
record. Tam era is known 
throughout Japan as 
'■yawara-chan," or “sof- 
tie." a play on words from 
judo — the "soft Way" of 
lighting. 

The athletes are living m 

a seaside complex, with its 
ow n priv ate beach . in a 
section of town that fea- 
tures rows of new buildings 
and shopping strips, a land- 
mark tower and the 2-year- 
old . retractable roof 
Fukuoka Dome. The 
5 2 . IX kj - seal dome, home of 
Fukuoka’s professional 

baseball ream, is the site of 
ceremonies tor the opening 
Wednesday and closing on 
Sept. 3. 

Seven newly bu::t sta- 
diums are among the 24 
being used for competition 
in track and field, basket- 
ball. fencing, soccer, gym- 
nastics. swimming, diving, 
water polo, tennis, vol- 
leyball. judo and baseball. 

To help police protect 
the games, organisers de- 
cided to mobslisc jO.hULJ 
private guards after the 
March 20 nerve gas attack 
that killed 12 people and 
injured 5.500 others :n the 
subways of Tokyo. 9-Jd 
kilometres {5&u miles) to 
the northeast. A JoomsJa'* 
cult has been blamed for 
that attack, and its top 
leaders are in :aii awaitinu 
trial. 

In the games' .Vi-vear his- 
tory, the biggest previous 
turnout was 121 nations for 


the !987 competition in 
Zagreb. Croatia. 

Japan had set a target of 
1.3(J nations, and to encour- 
age participation it offered 
free transportation, lodging 
and meals for two athletes 
and one official from each 
country. Some 70 nations 
accepted. 

The budget is 10.7 billion 
yen (S174 million), with 
funds coming from dona- 
tions. the city of Fukuoka 
and Fukuoka Prefecture 
(state). 

More than 75,Utk) uni- 
versity students and 
thousands of other citizens 
have volunteered as hel- 
pers and interpreters. 


* Organisers of the 
World University Games 
found a place in the open- 
ing parade for some 1.300 
local children. For each of 
the 165 delegations that 
had a flag in the parade, 
eight children skipped in 
front, holding the strings of 
a big white balloon with the 
delegation's name. 


University Games-briefs 


The Fukuoka Dome's big 
television screen flashed a 
map of each country or 
territory as its delegation 
marched in. and announ- 
cers presented a few quick 
facts. For Hong Kong, they 
mentioned that the British 
crown colony was about to 
return to Chinese rule in 
1997. 


- Security at the world 
University Games ataletes* 
village is extremely strict — 
as one journalist found 
when trying to get treat- 
ment for a painful injured 
back. 

The journalist was in- 
vited by the chief of delega- 
tion of his national team to 
undergo physiotherapy 
treatment — but it took 45 
minutes of wrangling and 
form tilling before he was 
allowed into the treatment 
room m the village. 

The journey included fill- 
ing in two forms, walking 
through three security 
checkpoints, including two 
metal detectors, being 
issued with a special pass — 
and u coloured sticker to 
pur on rhat pass. 

The journalist made his 
appointment with seconds 
to spare. 


The parade lasted about 
35 minutes longer than the 
50 minutes allotted in the 
ceremony schedule. 

* South Korea plans ro 
bid to stage the World Uni- 
versity Games in 20U1 in 
Taejon or Kwangju. 

The 1997 host is Sicily 
and the 1999 games have 
been awarded to Palma De 
Mallorca in Spain. 


South Korea already is 
competing keenly against 
Japan for the right to'serve 
as host io the 5002 World 
Cup soccer finals. 

Its city of Chonju and 
Muju resort are hosts for 
the 1997 Winter University 
Games, and its southern 
pen of Pusan is to stage the 
2002 Asian Games. 

The capital. Seoul, was 
host to the 1986 Asian 
Games and the 1988 Sum- 
mer Olympics. 


Tyson to 
fight Mathis 
in November 


TC ( >-. _ _ ii. 


LAS VEGAS (AP) — Mike 
Tyson will fight Buster 
Mathis Jr. on Nov. 4 in his 
final tuneup before fighting 
for part of the heavyweight 
title in March, his handlers 
said Tuesday. 

Stung by criticism of 
Tyson’s aborted first com- 
eback fight Saturday night 
against Peter McNeeley. 
promoter Don King unveiled 
a schedule that has Tyson 
challenging for a world title 
in his third fight March 16. 

“Mike Tyson wants every- 
one to know he feds the edge 
was taken from him as well as 
Peter McNeeley," King said. 
"The level of opponent will 
be escalated for the second 
fight and Mike Tyson will 
fight for the title in his third 
fight.” 

King said the opponent for 
Tyson's first tide shot has not 
been determined, but the 
promoter in effect controls all 
three portions of the 
heavyweight title. 

King defended Tyson's 
fight against McNeeley, but 
said he would drop pay-per- 
view price for the Nov. 4 bout 
becuse both he and Tyson 
feel bad about the way' the 
fight ended with McNeeley’s 
manager, Vinny Vecchione, 
throwing in the towel. 

“No one expected Peter. 
McNeeley to win a fight 
against Mike Tyson," King 
said at a news conference. 
“People came to see Mike 
Tyson, lx was a happening, 
an event. It was not meant to 
be a championship fight." 

King praised McNeeley for 
going right after Tyson, but 
assailed Vecchione for step- 
ping into the ring and forcing 
the fight to be stopped 89 
seconds into the first round 
with McNeeley still on his 
feet. 

“If he was ihat concerned 
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Spectacular site for 
Schumacher-Hill battle 


SPA FRANCORCHAMPS. 
Belgium (AFP) — World 
champion Michael Schu- 
macher and challenger 
Damon HU! fight out the next 
round of their 1995 battle on 
the spectacular Belgian Spa 
Francorchamps track next 
Sundav. 



Victory in Hungary two 
weeks ago put the British 
Williams Renault driver only 
1 1 points behind his German 
Benetton Renault rival. With 
seven races remaining in the 
1995 season, a maximum of 
70 points can stilt be won. 


Both drivers have good 
reason to enjoy Spa. Hill has 
won the last two races, while 
Sehumacher won his firsr 
Grand Prix here in 1992 anti 
made a notable formula One 
debut in 1991 when he qual- 
ified seventh. 

The track, largely on 
closed public roads, is the 
most dramatic and popular of 
all the Grand Prix circuits. 

“It's a long trip round Spa. 
but l enjoy circuits which are 
big and expansive because 
you feel you arc really using a 
Formula One car to its full 
potential." said Hill. 
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FOR RENT 

Fully furnished ground floor flat with big garden, 
garage and telephone, 3 bed- rooms, living 
room & reception. 

Location: 2-minute walk from Al Rai newspaper. 

Contact Tel. 690039. 


about his fighter he should 
have never put him in the 
ring," King said. “He took 
from Peter McNeeley a mo- 
ment of glory that is priceless 
and a moment of glory he can 
never recapture again." 

King said he would prom- 
ote McNeeley again, but not 
with Vecchione working his 
comer. 

“Never will he ever get a 
chance to make a mistake 
like he did the other night." 
the promoter said. 

King said Tyson would 
fight Mathis on a card at the 
MGM Grand Hotel that 
could include heavyweight ti- 
tle fights involving WBA 
champion Bruce Seldon and 
WBC champion Oliver 
McCall, who defends his title 
next month against Frank 
Bruno. 

The card will also feature 
Julio Cesar Chavez in a bout 
against fellow Mexican ch3m- 
pipn. lightweight Miguel 


Angel Gonzalez. 

It will go up against the 
third fight between 
heavyweights Riddick Bowe 
and Evander Holy-field, 
which is scheduled just down 
the Las Vegas strip at 
Caesars Palace on the same 
night. 

Mathis is 20-0. but is a light 
hitter with only six knockouts 
in his career. His biggest 
claim to fame came lasz year 
when his bout with Riddick 
Bowe was ruled a no contest 
after Bowe hit him after he 
was already down in the 
fourth round. 

King claimed Saturday 
night’s fight was the biggest 
grossing fight in history, 
bringing in more than S85 
million worldwide. 

The bout was bought .by 
about ! million homes and ail 
but 200 tickets were sold in . 
the 16,736-seat MGM Grand 
arena at prices ranging from 
S100 to SI. 500. 


FOR RENT 

New beautifully furnished apartment, marbled floor salon, 
green sitting room, dining room, T.V. room with breakfast 
area, 3 bedrooms (1 master), 3 bathrooms, maid's room 
& bath, fully equipped kitchen, telephone, garden, 
private entrance and shaded car park. 

Please call : S87309, 606947. 


COMMACK. New \ork (R) — American Malivai Washing-' 
ton needed just 60 minutes to upset second seed Stefan Edbere 
of Sweden 6-16-4 in tHe first round of the S328.000 Genovese 
Hamlet Cup Tennis tournament on Tuesday. 

Washington defeated Edberg. a former world number one 
for just the second time in eight career meetings. His onlv 
other win came last year in the second round here 

Top seed and defending champion Yevgeny Kafelnikov oh 
Russia had no problems routing Frenchman Olivier DeJairre 
6-1 6-3 in 54 minutes. He lost just 12 points in his eight service 

lhe Ione poim he faced despite connecting 
on just 38 per cent of his first serves. * 

Kafelnikov reached the semifinals at New Haven last week 
ininn^h 3 5 ?‘ 20 . n p rd in 1995 ■ That is the most matches 

*£" .1 has p ayed th,s year on the ATP tour- 

Third-seeded Maic Rosset of Switzerland, the 1993 cham- 

KS' Pf 1 C “ ch MarTin Damm 6-1 6-while Ukramain. 

Andrei Medvedev rolled over American Richey Renebere 6-*> 


Omega records space 
rendezvous 


^ hiSl ° ric SMTord-Uoriov handshake 
aunng the Apollo-Soyuz rendezvous, the link-up of the 

^n7!! : ^i paCe J b . utth ^ tIantis to r/?e rtusaan space 
station MIR took place Thursday. June 29th at S:00 a.m 

D ™. e - The astronauts and the cosmonauts worked 
Farrh tt f p f er , sm 250mUes (400 kilometres) above the 
course Omega was again present on the 
317 J cosmtmauts' mists, just as it had been 20 
adVenrure recordwg ^ iustonc moments of this new space 

t IWtft Ome^ the Swiss watch industry is partidpatine 

nn°Z;n y b S Ur m con 9 uesr of space, man's g&atJt 
on -going adventure ever. ^ 

196 i Wb 5 n NASA ’ *Acr severe testing. 
9"^?. s P ecdma Xe r Professional as ofSdal 
( or 3/7 manne ? space flights. The Omega 
gwdmasrer has accompanied all the NASA astronauts, 
Germn, flights through the Apollo and 
ram ^missions to the present-day Space Shuttle prog- 
tAc Apoifo-Soyuz mission in 1975, the 
* e ° me ^ S/ * e * nas - 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

220 square metres furnished apartment for rent ir. 
Wadi Saqra (between 3rd & 4th Circles, Jabal 
Amman). 3 bedrooms (one of them Master), 3 
bathrooms, living room, dining room, salon, 
balcony, central heating, garage and telephone. 
For more information kindly call 818013. 




international Community School 

PrQ.Pox 2PQ2. KhJldft, -Amman 


Now registering for September 1995 
Children arc accepted between lhe ages of 3 - 1 1 years 
and we are the only school in Amman to offer the full 
British Curriculum adapted for the international 
community. 

Our language of instruction is English with special 
support lor non-English speakers, slalf are U.K. 
qualified. Music. P.E. and Drama are taught by 
specialists right through the school. French and Arabic 
are also offered, the school provides a pleasant 
stimulating environment - care is taken to meet the 
needs of each individual child. Visits encouraged. 

The school is open every Monday morning, 

9 am - 12 noon, throughout July and August, 
get further details by 
Tel: 841070 Fax: 847109. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

In Shmeisani, overlooking a garden, having two 
bedrooms, living room, dining room, well equipped 
kitchen, two bathrooms, separate centra! heating, 
separate entrance, telephone, T.V., video and new 
modem furniture. 

Please call: 606947, 687309. 


TEACHERS NEEDED AT THE 
ABDUL HAMID SHARAF SCHOOL 

1. Secondary Social Studies (Political Science, History 
or Sociology Major) Excellent English required. 

2. Computer Science 

Bilingual - Arabic and English required. 

Apply in person at the school in Swefieh .Bring credentials 


JOB VACANCIES 


A JOINT VENTURE COMPANY AT AMMAN HAS 
VACANCIES FOR THE FOLLOWING POSTS. FOR 
IMMEDIATE APPOINTMENT. 

P-QST 1 PERSONAL SECRETARY 

- INSTITUTE DIPLOMA (SECRETARIAL), 

KNOWLEDGE OF SHORTHAND DESIRABLE 

-CAPACITY TO TRANSLATE FROM ARABIC INTO 
ENGLISH AND VICE VERSA. 

- COMPREHENSIVE KNOWLEDGE 

SECRETARIAL DUTIES. ENGLISH AND ARABIC 
TYPEWRITING. 

- MINIMUM FIVE YEARS EXPERIENCE 
PERSONAL SECRETARY. 

HO ST . 2 CASHIER CUM ACCOUNTANT 

UNIVERSITY DEGREE OR DIPLOMA 


OF 


AS 


ACCOUNTANCY. 

- MINIMUM 2 YEARS RELEVANT EXPERIENCE. 
P O S T 3 TECHNICAL ASSISTANT / 

DOCUM EN TATI O N 


IN 


- UNIVERSITY DEGREE OR TECHNICAL DIPLOMA. 

- MINIMUM 2 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN 

MAINTENANCE OF OFFICE 

RECORDS/DRAWINGS/DOCUMEMTS. 


A) FOR ALL THE THREE POSTS, KNOWLEDGE 
OF PC OPERATIONS AND FLUENCY IN BOTH 
ARABIC AND ENGLISH LANGUAGE (READING. 
WRITING AND SPOKEN) IS A MUST. 

B) CANDIDATES MUST BE JORDANIAN NATIONALS. 

C) UPPER AGE LIMIT 35 YEARS. 

D) FOR POSTS 2 AND 3 ONLY MALE CANDIDATES 
NEED APPLY. 


CANDIDATES FULFILLING THE ABOVE 
REQUIREMENTS MAY PLEASE FORWARD THE 
APPLICATIONS CLEARLY INDICATING THE POST 
APPLIED FOR ALONG WITH PHOTOGRAPH & C.V IN 
ENGLISH TO P.O.BOX 926737. AMMAN 11110 
NOT LATER THAN 31.8.1995 
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Salary hikes in 
1995 if budget 
estimates met 


Sharif Zeid 


By Sa’eda Kil«n 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The govern- 
ment Wednesday announced 
that it would raise the salaries 
of the civil servants as of the 
beginning of next year if a 
projected increase in re- 
venues was achieved. 

The prime minister, Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker, comment- 
ing during a Lower House of 
Parliament’s session on a re- 
port by House’s Supply Com- 
mittee on standards of living 
in the Kingdom, said that the 
government was studying 
ways to improve living stan- 
dards. 

“The government is work- 
ing on providing a dignified 
life for its employees in terms 
of salaries, incentives, retire- 
ment and social security and 
will reconsider (its polities) 
in this domain in light of cost 
of living and the availability 
of funds," he said. 

“The government is study- 
ing, the increase in the cost of 
living since the last raise in 
salaries and will work on 
improving their salaries in 
light of this study and the 
expected increase in the 
budget," the prime minister 
added. 

In reply to questions and 
comments raised by parlia- 
mentarians during Wednes- 
day’s and last Sunday's ses- 
sions on what deputies de- 
scribed as the high cost of 
living and as low civil ser- 
. van is’ salaries, Sharif Zeid 
said that the government was 
keen on supplying all basic 
food commodities such as 
bread, rice, sugar and milk in 
sufficient quantities and at 
reasonable prices. 

Measures will be taken by 
the government to support 
the agricultural sector pri- 
marily in the development of 
livestock sector and halting 
the imports of commodities 
that are available locally. 

“The imports of frozen 
chicken and vegetable oil 
have stopped," he said. 

The government will con- 
tinue to purchase locally- 


called on the government to 
increase the salaries of em- 
ployees to go hand in hand 
with the increase in the cost 
of living. 

Islamic Action Front (IAF) 
Deputy Hamzeh Mansour 
warned of serious consequ- 
ences if there was an increase 
is the price of bread. 

“Tackling extensively the 
issue of commodities, espe- 
cially wheat is very wor- 
rying," Mr. Mansour said. “I 
warn against any manipula- 
tion of the price of bread. It is 
a red line that should not be 
trespassed." 

Mr. Mansour said that 
there was a difference be- 
tween the officially declared 
number of Jordanian families 
benefiting from food sub- 
sidies and the number of sub- 
sidy coupons that are distri- 
buted. 

“If this difference indicates 
that those who are targetted 
are holders of temporary 
two-year passports (West 
Bank Palestinians) then I call 
on you to provide support for 
this layer in our society," he 
said. _ 

Centrist Deputy Hammad 
Abu Jamous complained that 
the increase in prices since 
1986 had reached 90 per cent 
while the average income of 
the individual has not risen 
by more than 20 per cent. He 
said ' that food subsidy 
coupons should be distri- 
buted only to poor people. 

According to leftist Deputy 
Toujan Faisal, the price of 
basic commodities needed by 
an average family of sue in 
Jordan warrant that the mini- 
mum wage for the Jordanian 
family should not be less than 
JD 400. 

“We need real information 
and real statistics," she said. 
“The minimum wage for an 
average Jordanian family 
should be at least equivalent 
to a deputy’s salary." 


In reply to the deputies' 
comments. Minister of Supp- 


produced grains at good 
prices to encourage locajpro- 


duction and will maintain su- 
pervision of prices and quali- 
ty of food. 

The prime minister also 
announced that the govern- 
ment would expand the con- * 
sumers corporations' services 
all over the country and 
would encourage the estab- 
lishment of traditional mar- 
kets (souqs) to "alleviate the 
burden on the citizen and cut 
the length of the chain be- 
tween the consumer and the 
producer." 

“The government pays 
special attention to the supp-- 
ty situation and the commit- 
tee’s report, together with 
the parliamentarians' com- 
ments, will help improve the 
supply pojicy,” the prime 
minister said in the five-hour- 
session. 

On the floor on Wednes- 
day, centrist, leftist and 
Islamist deputies voiced dis- 
satisfaction of the supply 
situation in the Kingdom and 


ly Adel Qudah said that the 
Department of Statistics did 
not intentionally hide any 
numbers in relation to the 
census conducted in Decem- 
ber 1994 that showed Jordan 
had a population of 
3,806,000. 

He said that the statistics 
did not include at the time- 
Jordanians who were out of 
the country when the census 
was carried out. 

“The statistics include all 
those who were in the King- 
dom at the time in addition to 
holdera of temporary pass- 
ports (17,000),’’ he said. 
“The ministry will take all the 
appropriate measures to en- 
sure that food subsidy is pro- 
vided for all those who de- 
serve it." 

The House finally en- 
dorsed the recommendations 
listed by the Supply Commit- 
tee, which call for providing 
support for Jordanian fami- 
lies with an average income 
of less than JD 6,000, recon- 
sidering market prices of 
sugar, rice and milk, and 
reviewing government mea- 
sures to limit excessive profits 
of traders. 



‘ILLEGALS IN OWN LAND’: Palestinian workers caught without Israeli-issned work permits 
sit on the pavement under the watchful eye of an Israeli soldier in East Jerusalem on 
Wednesday. Such ‘illegal’ workers are normally fined and sent back to the occupied West Bank 
(AFP photo) 


Scholars say misguided concepts behind 
emphasis on 4 Islamic fundamentalism 9 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Revealing the 
two aspects of inter-faith re- 
lations throughout history, 
scholars and intellectuals 
attending a conference here 
on Wednesday drew up an 
in-depth analysis of belliger- 
ences and misguided con- 
cepts of religions and called 
for better understanding of 
the past leading to better 
relations in the future. 

The discussions at the four- 
day conference, which fo- 
cused mostly on Islam’s im- 
age in the West and Muslim- 
Christian relations through- 
out history, were described 
by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, who 
hosted the prominent scho- 
lars for dinner on Tuesday, as 
essential and indispensable 
prerequisites for die future 
happiness and good of the 
world. 

“This is a pioneer meeting 
that grouped representatives 
of the three faiths jointly 


looking forward to celebrat- 
ing the millenium by attend- 
ing a conference to discuss 
the issue of historical percep- 
tions," said the Crown 
Prince. 

. “Understanding is the 
wealth of wealth," the Crown 
Prince added. “It is hoped 
that this wealth, the human 
resources of this country, is 
wealth effectively and com- 
prehensively the understand- 
ing that we wish to promote.” 

Quoting cynic Bernard 
Shaw, Prince Hassan said: 
“The reasonable man adapts 
himself to the world. The 
unreasonable man insists on 
trying to adapt the world to 
himself and therefore all 
progress depends on the un- 
reasonable man." 

John Esposito, renowned 
writer and professor of reli- 
gion and international affairs 
at Georgetown University, 
pointed out in a working pap- 
er on contemporary images 
of Islam and the West mat 
there were numerous mis- 
guided concepts about Islam. 


He said that Islam's rela- 
tionship with the West had 
been marked by mutual 
ignorance, stereotyping, con- 
tempt and conflict more than 
by understanding. 

He said Muslim -Christian 
relations throughout history 
“have been overshadowed by 
conflict as the armies and 
missionaries of Islam and 
Oiristendom were locked in 
a struggle for power and for 
souls." 

But Mr. Esposito, an au- 
thor of several books on 
Islam, emphasised at the con- 
ference attended by Muslim, 
Christian and Jewish scholars 
from different parts of the 
world that positive interac- 
tion between the two reli- 
gions took place in the past, 
with Christians influenced by 
the Islamic civilisation. He 
said a similar interaction was 
taking place at present, 
-pointing out that clashes and 
confrontation were normal. 

“While major historic 
clashes and violent con- 
frontations have occnrred. 


they do not represent the 
total picture,” he said. “In 
fact, positive interaction and 
influence have also taken 
place," “The Islamic civilisa- 
tion was indebted to the West 
for many of the sources that 
enabled it to borrow and 
translate and then to develop 
a high civilisation that made 
its own remarkable contribu- 
tions in philosophy, the scien- 
ces and technology while the 
West went into eclipse in the 
dark ages. 

“Similarly, the West in 
turn reclaimed a renovated 
philosophical and scientific 
heritage from the Islamic 
civilisation, retranslating and 
reappropriating that know- 
ledge 'much then became the 
foundation for its renaiss- 


ance. 

“In the modern period, 
Muslims have freely 
a ppropriated the accomplish- 
ments of modem science and 
technology. In. many ways, 
they face a period of reex- 


(Continued on page 7) 


Shohal, Libai push to close Orient House 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Determined to 
counter Palestinian daims to 
Jerusalem, Israeli ministers 
said Wednesday they would 
investigate legal means of 
shotting down the Orient 
House, the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation's (PLO) 
unofficial Jerusalem head- 
quarters. 

The justice and police 
ministers and Ehud Olmert, 
Jerusalem's right-wing 
mayor, reviewed the situa- 
tion with attorney general 
■Michael Ben-Yair. 

Justice Minister David 
Libai called on the Orient' 
House to stop all government 
activities — such as tbe re- 
ception of foreign dignitaries 
and heads of state — saying 
they are a violation of the 
interim Israel-PLO agree- 


ment on September 1993 and 
Israeli law. 

Faisal Hnsseini, a senior 
PLO official based in Jeru- 
salem, criticised the Israeli 
moves. 


“All these attempts will 
only lead to the destruction 
-of tbe peace talks,” he told 
the Associated Press. 

Tbe Orient House’s quasi- 
govemmental role has been a 
point of contention between 
Israel and the- Palestinians. 
Israel considers it an attempt 
by the Palestinians to rein- 
force their claim to East Jeru- 
salem as capita] of a future 
Palestinian state. 


• offices carrying out political 
activity for the PLO or the 
Palestinian National Author- 
tty (PNA) will be shut. 

“(Palestinian) political 
activities are banned by 
Israeli law because they call 
into question Israel’s 
sovereignty over Jerusalem," 
said Mr. Shahal’s spokesman 
Rafi Levy. 

Tbe two ministers issued 
the warning after meeting 
Mr. Olmert, Mr. Ben Yair 
and security service chiefs. 

They would meet agaii) in a 
few days to draw up propos- 
als to pnt to the government, 
Mr. Levy said. 


to close down Palestinian 
organisations in East Jeru- 
salem next week provided he 
can do it within the law. 

On Wednesday and Thurs- 
day, Israeli police raided 
numerous Palestinian offices 
to check their links to the 
PNA and the financing of 
their activities. 


Stockholm 

clears 


suspect in 
blast, but 
holds him 


STOCKHOLM (Agencies) 
— An Algerian held here for 
last month’s Paris train 
bombing has been cleared ot 
suspicion of murder by 
Sweden’s chief prosecutor 
but will remain in custody for 
tbe time being, police said 
Wednesday. _ . , 

Prosecutor Jan Damelsson 
concluded that the suspect, 
Abdul Karim Deneche, was 
in Sweden at the time of tbe 
Paris commuter train blast on 
July 25, police said in a state- 
ment. 

France meanwhile issued 
an international arrest war- 
rant against Deneche. 

Examining Magistrate 
Laurence le Vert issued the 
warrant. 

A statement from the 
French state prosecutor’s 
office said only that the war- 
rant was being issued “in the 
framework of the judicial in- 
quiry” into the bombing. 

Deneche, 39, is suspected 
of being a European leader of 
the Armed -Islamic Group, 
the most radical extremist 
group fighting Algeria’s 
military-backed government. 
He was detained at his sub- 
urban Stockholm home after 
witnesses to the Paris bomb- 
ing reportedly identified him 
at the scene. 


The Armed Islamic Group 
has threatened France in the 
past for allegedly supporting 
the military-backed govern- 
ment in Algiers and claimed 
responsibility for the Dec. 24 
hijacking of an Air France 
jetliner in which three pas- 
sengers were killed. 

Free anti-terrorist officials 
and Swedish security police 
involved in the interrogations 
collected evidence that still 
might be used against De- 
neche, prosecutor Damelsson 
said. 

Since -settling in Sweden in 
1992, the man has raised 
money for Algeria’s armed 
-Muslim resistance. In an in- 
terview earlier this year with 
Swedish television, he 
praised the Armed Islamic 
Group — but said he was not 
a member. 

• i - -4 • ■ - • •• • — -it: 


Under Swedish law, police 
ad until late Wednesday 


Police Minister Moshe 
Shahal, who has led a “Jew- 
ish Jerusalem" crusade, was 
joined by Justice Minister 
David Libai in warning that 


However, Mr. Ben Yair 
was unsure if closure could be 
achieved legally, Israel radio 


reported 
Mr. S! 


Shahal vowed Friday 


Mr. Hnsseini affirmed the 
right of the PNA to fond the 
institutions in the eastern 
part of the city. 

In letters exchanged on 
Oct. 11, 1993, Israel commit- 
ted itself to encourage rather 
than hinder the Palestinian 
institutions in the city. 

In return the IplG prom- 
ised that the PNA would 
operate from the self-rule 
areas of the Gaza Strip and 
Jericho. 


had until late Wednesday to 
arrest the man or release him 
for insufficient evidence. 

The security police intend 
to ask Swedish government 
approval to expel the man, 
according to the national 
news agency TT. It was un- 
clear where he would be sent. 

The justice ministry will 
decide- whether to expel him 
after secret police complete 
an investigation which should 
taker three or four weeks, ' 
Police Commissioner Johan 
Grenfors said. 

"Until then, Deneche will 


Remain in custody in Sweden. 
> ? “We fear that be wifi dis- 


appear, or that he will turn to 
criminal or violent acts,” the 
commissioner said, defending 
the decision to hold him in 
custody. 

/"The ' prosecutor’s conclu- 
sion apparently deals a blow 
to French investigators be- 
cause news reports in France 
have placed Deneche on the 
train just prior to its being 
blown up. 


Chirac vows firmness 


on nuclear wrangle 


PARIS (R) — French Pres- 
ident Jacques Chirac, re- 
turning from summer 
leave, said on Wednesday 
he was determined to go 
ahead with nuclear tests 
despite worldwide protests. 

Mr. Chirac, his popular- 
ity slipping, chaired his first 
cabinet meeting after a 
two-week Riviera holiday 
marred by outcry over his 
plans to resume nuclear 
weapons tests In the South 
Pacific and Paris bomb 
attacks blamed on sus- 
pected Algerian extremists. 

Government spokesman 
Francois Baroin told repor- 
ters Mr. Chirac was deter- 
mined to go ahead with the 
tests in the South Pacific, 
scheduled from September 
to next May, and would 
fight any attempt to 
boycott French goods in 
protest. 

“France's position is 
dear. It has not and will 
not change," he said. 

“French authorities safe- 
guard the nation's supreme 
interests and with this in 
mind consider that eight 
-extra - nuclear tests are 
needed to maintain our 
nuclear) deterrent." he 


said. 

Pacific countries are 
leading worldwide protests 
against Paris' decision ta 
break a three-year embar- 
go on n ud ear texts. A plo- 
tilla of protesters is on its 
way to the Mururoa test 
site. 


vestigators after two bombs 
attacks in a month that 


killed seven people and 
100 . 


Mr. Baron said France, 
which recalled its envoy to 
Canberra this month to 
protest against a decision to 
ban French defence firm 
Dassault aviation from bid- 
ding for to supply jets to 
the Australian air force, 
would* firmly oppose any 
state boycott. 

“There is international 
law, there is a World Trade 
Organisation and weTl 
speak there firmly and 
loudly to defend our in- 
terests, regarding defence 
or trade,” he said. 


Paris has cautioned Au- 
stralia and New Zealand to 
keep their condemnation of 
French testing to the level 
of verbal criticism of China 
for its recent tests. 

Mr. Baroin said Chirac 
told the cabinet of his 
appreciation for the work, 
of rescue services and in- 


wounded nearly 

The attacks, and fearsr 
they were just a start, were' 
a chilling reminder for Mr. 
Chirac of his 1980s stint as 
prim minister. The presi- 
dent, who completes 100 
days in power on Thursday, 
had to deal with a wave of 
bloody bombings in 1986 
just after he as appointed 
prime minister. 

With the government’s 

popularity declining over 
continuing acute unem- 
ployment, the cabinet 
meeting focused on the 
economy. 

Prime Minister Alain 
Juppe, who is to present a 
draft budget next month to 
cut stare deficit and unem- 
ployment, told reporters he 
had asked cabinet ministers, 
to submit ambitious plans. 
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“The virtuous circle of 
deficit cuts and interest 
rates cuts has been sec in 
motion,'' he said, adding 
employment would be his 
“only objective.” 

But an opinion poll pub- 
lished on Tuesday said vo- 


A*vTdeo image from an advertisement shown across Britain 
for the first tune on Wednesday, urging consumers to 
boycott French wine and others goods to protest at France's 
decision to resume nuclear testing in the Pacific. The ad was 


ters were increasingly 
wondering whether the 
government could cany out 
campaign pledges to create 


organised by the British Nuclear Test Ban Coalition. The ad, 
shows “President Jacques Chirac" drinking a glass of wine 
a sniper aiming at his head, heart qjod groin before shooting 
the bottle of wine (Reuter photo) uwnng 


jobs. 

Tbe poll saw 55 per cent 
of voters were confident 
that Mr. Chirac could solve 


the nation’s problems, 
down from 56 per cent in 
June land 61 per cent in 
May. Mr. Juppe’s confi- 


dem* rate slipped similarly 
to 54 per cent from 55 pen 
cent in June and 59 per cent 
in May. 



Thousands pour . : 

into Seoul tor mas? 

wedding ceremony 

SEOUL (AFP) — Thou- 
sands of men and women of 
all ages have started pouring 
into Seoul for a massivS. 

Unification Church cexemp-; 
ny ffiat will wed 360,090 
people worldwide in . one 
day, 36,000 of them m ^ 

m ataflintn hpTR Tnrn_. 




ming every 
flight into the South 
capital, die uniJ 
churchers or “Moonies," 
they are better known, have 
also taken every availah£ 
hotel room in the city -m 
spilled over into private 
homes. They are coming 
■from Europe and the former 
Soviet Union, from Africa, 
Taiwan, Manila and. the 
South Pacific for the cere- 
monies Thursday and Fri- 
day that will many them — - 
a wayward Typhoon Alice 
per mittin g. The ceremonies 
will be telecast live to 160 
countries so 'that 327,000 
other couples can be mar- 
ked at die same time .wife 
the same ritaals, a drinking 
of holy nectar (wine or non- 
alchoholic), and a blessing 
(the first dosed to the press* 
the second open to fee- 
press). A sample of the fig- 
ures for the simultaneous 
worldwide ceremonies 
reads: 198,000 couples m 
Africa, 29,000 couples in' 
Russia, 21,000 couples in 
-Japan, 20,000 couples in fee 
‘Middle East, 11,000 in Latin. 
America, 10,000 in Taiwan, 
9,000 in Europe, and 8,000 
:in North America. , v 
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Sex to improve in 
Hong Kong after 
1997 — expert 


HONG KONG (AFP)."— ^ 
.Sex is going to get better m 
Hong Kong after 1997, 
when the British colonyis 
returned to. China, a.lbcd 
sexologist was quoted 

Wednesday as saying. 

'“After 1997 there win be a 
h|g change ifr 'sorial airi-. 
hides. As far as sex is con- 
cerned, it will be for tbe bet- 
ter,” -Ng Man-Lum, known 
as the territory’s “Dl. S ex” 
was quoted as saying m the 
South China Morning Post 
newspaper: Speaking- about 
Hong Kong’s hosting of a 
1999 World Sexology Con- 
gress, Ng said China' 
already has compulsory sex:- 
education in its schools and 
regards its sexologists witfi - 
respect Hong Kong, on the ■ 
other hand, still bas # prob-v 
lems dealing seriously wife- ■ 
the question of sex, he said,"- 
citing as one example- fee ‘. 
recent banning — later’ 
revoked by court order — of 
a bronze statue of a nude, 
’man. The most recent wadi 
Congress, which took place 
in Japan, included a collec- 
tion of ; sex relics frbnt 
China. 
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'Ghost’phone 
number haunts Thai 
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BANGKOK (AFP) — Era- : 
sit Poraprommak was happy • 
two years ago when fefc 
phone company gave him' 
the unusual number 333 1 
• 333, but he was not to know - 
. that the memorable digits 
would trouble him day dnd'r. 
right- For superstitious? 
Thais, 333-333 was dphond' 
m a “ghost bouse,” once fee" 
home of a family that was* 
killed in a car crash, and 
which now was inhabited' 
only by phantoms. No oneS 
knows how the rumour 
started, but much . - of- 
Bangkok seems to have' 
beard about — and tried— 
.me phone number; hoping 
for spiritugf help on num- 

hers to pla^r in the state lot-, 
tery. To get a lottery tip, fee 
■rumour "went, call fee 
ghost” number from a pub- 1 
’ Uc Ptone after 2:00 ajn. If a • 
;man answers, hang up —' - 
.otherwise your life Will b& 

' if a woman or a 
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iChOd jncks up the phtme. 

ion. Mr. . 


Stt, Who runs a motorcycle 

NaSL Sh ° P n “* suburban, 
Patham, waT 
Sidled by the callers, 
Sf. Na£ K>n daily - said 

Wednesday.. “CaUe^-^d 

vo u »r qu t SUons Uke. ’Aw- 
or ‘Whom am I 

£££■ Mr. Prasit told : fcf 
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